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EXECUTIVE SUMt/ARY 
■CAREER COUNSELING FOR NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS IN JAPAN" 



bfm is a country of 236 million people of vhom 57 million are en^loyed. 
Every year more than 1 million graduating hi^ school seniors join the labor force, 
{Qtproamately 40% of tfas graduating cohort This paper eamixies the transition from 
bigh school to the ¥ork place of third year hig^ school students in J^pan vbo exgectio 
assume ^ obs ^x>n graduation. 

Intervievs have beenconducted at4 schools: 

1. An urban public school vith a gmeral focus 

2. Anurbanpublichig^schoolvithanindustnal focus 

3. Anurbanpri^highschoolvithageneral program 

4. A rund public high school vith a general focus. 

At these schools the placencnt counselors vere intervieved concerning their roles in 
the placement of students in jobs. They discussed their relationship to PESO vhich is 
the Public Eaqdoyment Security Office (PESO supervises the employment process 
for highschoolstudentsandreportsdirectlytotheMinistryof Labor). Theplacement 
counselors also discussed their roles in conducting employsent education, in 
surveying students concerning counseling needs, in organizing counseling room 
jra*m'n]f, in collecting and TrMtintoiniTig recruitment cards, in counseling students 
concerning enqdoyment choices, in finding available jobs for students, in practicing 
for interviews and entrance esons, in maintaining contacts vith prospective 
enqdoyers, and in findiiig second companies for those students vho have failed on the 
first round of enqdoyment entrance exams. Finally, the counselors voiced their 
expectations about the duration of their student*-/ participation in first jobs. 

Graduation statistics for each of lbs 'i schools siqiply additional information 
concerning the percentages of graduating students vho continued to 2 and 4 year 
universities, specialized schools, and enqdoyment Enqdoyment statistics siqiply 
information concerning the percentage distribution of esqdoyed hig^ school graduates 
in various industries. 



Approzimaiely 15 students in each of the 4 schools vere intervieved 
coni:8rmng hov tbey found their jobs, advice and varning from their counselors, and 
teachers, discussion vith parents, preparation for conq^any entrance exams, numt)er of 
exams taken, feelings about the job they are about to begin, content of the nev jobs, 
special skills required, settling-in time, changes in lifefs^e, salary and benefits, 
independence firom parents, length of stay at the job, age for noarriage, and outlook for 
immediate and long niOge future. ' 

At one of the 4 schools intervievs vere conducted vith 4 enqtloyees vho had 
graduated from school less than one year before. They vere intervieved 
concerning hov they found their jobs, unierstandiiig of the jobs' purpose, progress at 
vork, special duties, everyday life, ^ipropriateness of past curriculum for present 
situation, salary, and outlook for immediate and longrange future. 

The intervievs are foUoved by anexanqile of tts con^iany recruittnent card 
used in Jspnese high schools and alist of reference materials. 
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INTERVIEWER'S INTRODUCTION 



J^Mtt is ft cooitty rf 377,765 kn^ with ft populilion <rf 119.5 niUioa as of 1983. The 
popuitfioft denary is 320.5 people per km^. The Uiency me is 99%. Approiuttiiely 57.660.000 
people irete employed in 19M (JEIHO. 1985. preftce). In coonst. the U.S.A. is ft counny of 
9,363,000 kn? with ft popoitfioaftf 236 fluUi<a. Simple mthmedcsiyithtt the land suss of the 
U.S.^ is 24 times thm rf while the popoimiQa the U.S.A. is oidy sbpnt doable. is ft 
cou«iywhaes|i«»ftndovttpopnlsiioii«epPoMems. The physical, economic ind sodal conditions 
(rfjtptflhftve combined to mnkeitftcompeijiiwsodety today. espedftUyinregirt to coB^^ 

jobs. 

Inl9M ft totals 1,482,312 semonfndamedfhmilapaaeaehifh schools. 590,125 joined 
theUborfmceMiimeaiid 17.112 eMiifliiediohigberedQCflion(osQallynightichool)wfaile holding 
MtimejObL Thos, 607,237 flr41« of thepidBmin|cohoftfflund jobs. The per cent who entered 
the litofocee ispemer thaathe 2911 who onaiiflned to2 or4 year eoUeges. (See Rgores 1 and 2 for 
high school gradnmioaaMiflica for J^19M). Orthe607.237who were employed, 173,238 took 
dBcejflbi.ll0.750toctiOb«ift«to. 202.828 look techm c al or manaal labor 
in ales aad 59.890 took jobi ia other iadnM (See FSgves 3 ami 4 for diflri^^ 
p»dBmesiftJ^byiadaft7.19B4). ThecffoAtoiaiiooalizetheseacehforiObs after hifhachodhas 

fCSBltediAtbesyttmdeacribediAtfaispaper. 

As my caUe^oes intbe U.S. read theimer^ews preaesied OB thefoUowiag pages, they may 

weU be tempted to coomett that an employmoKsyaemcoald be deagned other w^ litux,iA 
thf muthwf ifwfri^^ t^f»fiaA»^ emplaymMtfor aoB-coUefe bcwad aemonis wtuaUy the 
Qdyw^pooible. TogooottidetbeTatemistooottdeauioneselftoalifeflrtemporaryeaiployment 
«^lowwi«esaiidmoveaefltftamjobtojob. Theeo+aodeflcslhcveiflcer^edarefollowinga 
weU-ddinedpmhthmwmieadtfaaBioadeeefltjobiftabighlycQfl^ettiivelabormack^ Tbtpvpoat 
oTthisp^is to oaminathattanriiioalhwJapaaae high school (or vppar second^ 
wo(^ilaeeortfairdye«stadcacswboeiipeectoeacerjobsvpattgradaaiioftfrQmh^ 

TbeJ^^aaeaescboQlyetfbefiasforaUaadeflOiAApfil tod eadsthefoUowiag March, acyde 
asptedictibleastfaeseaiQaisthtscaiiflay. JobsiAOQaipames,forthemo8tpart,ai9obegiaittApnl. 
Thmcydieaibackpooadandiamisf mnatbekeptittsuadasthetmisread. Without the tame fradie, 

theword s beco m em fania g le as. 

The ^amese school qrsem is 6-3-3 in arrangemem , meaning 6 yean of demeoary school . 3 

ye« rf middle ichod (or lower aecoodaiy achod) and 3 years of high school (or Tipper secondary 

aehod). J^faaesesehodchilihaavead an cvmfe of 240 days in insBMOOfteadi year, many more 

thantheAmericanavenfetf 180. Theaodemaiaterviewedhere were aUinthdr third and li^ 

high achod,whmweiAtbeweatwoddeaU the senior year. 'ne4gradaaceswhomItaterviewed« 

SakDri«aokahad jostgradoated in March and began jobs in Apni. 

upon gradnmaott. The system has been established by law. Stndents and employen caa ody 
commnfflcme^PESO, thePnbUcEmploymeniSecurity OfBce, ormorelikdynaihcif high schools. 
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-T^ ftiflctiMii^of thcsyitemiidepeadmupm one of the 

ffflmrtfr* ^ ^m^-">it ill Ml fit trith me. Thit mis is the ttc« ifflpofuot f tctor iA makiflg the 
efflpioTmettSTttmwofcinJ^ Staden tnttthtt their eonasdan tad bcwerooffltetchenirm 
bdp them find good jobs. CooiiidoBtni«kthefeenBimettc«dstiidaiittpMiei. CompMiestnia 
th«acboaisinUseiidttaefflqiiaiifiedcttdidites. AUieiyoaPESO's official ainpoftruL 

The fonnat of this fiftt is the iaiemew. Thty were coadncted ift the period between 
Sornng. 1985aad Witfg. 1986 aadwereiecofdedM casMttetap e fof laer tiaaaiMioa. Acopyofaay 
oftbemcaabeobtaiaedbyiiritiivtoPaindaHflmdi, 4-17-33 KGta, »fia«o-ta, Tokyo, ^108. 

I iiiriith« I coQldCQOveyoa paper the mood each interview as well as the coflfeoL Ihive 
ipeitt aiai7 hovs iaiinrview sessioos with andeacs and eadi oae has been differed 

ThevbaandttmaiflcefocthaffacaadopeaaadwereaQaftefiunesaeeaiedtoreaeattbtCffly 

ueaftheirtiaiie. Tbecoaiai7BdeSDdealswerehe9taflC,sh7aadalffloatiaaocait. 

FeaulesweiemtidiJBOcecoopertfivethaaiaales. IhadflotroObleleamiagibflAthewoffle&'s 
likes and didlkes, hopes a^ fcM. Tfyi^ to get iafooudoa ont of Japanese nale high school 
stada aup rafodtobeaMMetffficdL 

AtTaaaaU, tbeiadoanal high school, and atSakmgaoka, the womea'spnvMe high school, 
the atiideitt had wh« I felt tm a W7 thoroa0 knowledge flf the cooipanies they w 

They seeaied. to be looki^ focwwd to their wortiBg lives. At F. City Ifigh School sad 
Toono-NGyamob. ihe stadMi aeeatad arach fliore iaaeeare and r«her hesitast aboiK their coaiiag 
woiftiiViives. TbettitDdesof the atDdeastowanlwaffc was different in each of the schools, and I 
Mirib«eaBchcfth<diff««KetothediffewncesintbefocDscfthecBBicDto 

Sa diffenacasinaaswenm de«tyaeeaintheqae«ioaabaatWflrki4gto tctiteaMat, whe» 

wotteataadtowatttontinafterfdtfmlyfeweryeacsorwock. U would aeeoi that Japaaeae males 
ncha^i^ their tftitndesiboiftlifdimeemploymem given their responses to the qt^ about 
wo(feii«to(Hifeaem. Thediffcceacebecweenseiefcanalsobeseenitttherespooaestotheidealage 
tommiywiife womengiviiVgeMfnlly lower ^esthaaaiea. Marriage seeau to be a auve fixed poiat 

ofwfereacefcrtheffmalftfhanforthemales. 

In the couifyade the choice of a job is a severe aoe-40 stqr in the pref ecnse or to go to the 

Ugdiy. The ndems in the diytJwt have to make soch a draaic choice. The pi^ differemiils 

between wofiintbecoomiysideandwodcinthediyirealaorstherlacge. Startiog salaries in Iwite 

seamtobedboat120.0001eathanf«thoaewhowillwockiathecity. The ^eiy of jobs available 

forhiglischoalstadeasfitathecoQmiysideisalsoiiniited. Office jobs in the simply couldn't be 

foondfor the hfiyamori women, though there aremorethan enooghforthe womeafirom Sakaragaoka. 

Compmiiy the differem aaswen by school gives a vivid pienre of one aipea of high school 

lifeiaJifatt. 

Re^tectfnltjpobmitted, 
Pattidf J.IIo(v«h 
Mmch.1986 

>teioaalIaiiinitefarEdocatioaalResearch 
TolTo.Ji^an 
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t , . .OPY A\ AILABLE interview with ms. t. 

HEADOFPUCEMENT 

AT 

TORITSU F. KOOTOO GAKKOO 
(F. CITY HIGH SCHOOL*) 
KOTO-KU, TOKYO 

Hatti OotofKspeatopciviqr.tfaecoiuiidoritthisidiodrqaestedtbat^ 
oameofdieidiMdbewidibdtffhiffltliisftpocL Upon ttqueat, dnmmfnrinoa will be provided toe 
vetificttuMofiUiitfdnnMioagiveaiadiefoU^^ 

Fooaded ifl 1924 by the of TokTocs the fifit women's UffaicfaoQliaKoto^.F. Qiy 
Hifb School benme in 1949 in the wtke of edoeaioiiil fefoims ia^osed by the 

Aaericaaoca^MiQiL Todqrthep(9d«ioftflrF.IfighSdiodisll43,S64jiulestad579fefflalesu 
thraefndeiinthSdiaespergnde, ori&t«Bq|e<tf47«Qdefltiperel^ RflbailtiAl98S,tbe 
ichooltteaa9«M9^q[MMaetentadhiifiOteoebenttd2Stdditiooil«^^ Iftl9S4.3SS 
sadeflB, 164aileitadl91feiiialei,piyQ«edftamF. GiiyffifhSchod(SeeFig^ 
gndonioa ttiiaici for 1984). 71 of thoie gradoaca, 13 aiales aad 58 feaules, or 20% of tfee 
gn&uiun das, fonadjobs. 

Ms. T.. achMUSttyteacheririih lOyeantfteadu^ cspedeim, isiaherthird aad last year 
asheadcouielorisalsoia'±ar|eorjobplaoemeflL SbeteadieslShonnordaaesperweekiflsead 
oftheaonnalteadMrloadori?. SchodpoliqrMathtfthepoatioaofplacefflefltCflnoselarliasa 
torn of tkee yean. NttyearshewillA^doimtobeeotteahofluroofflteadieraadaaotherteadier 
wm beoeoM the he^ oooaidor. ReaigatfiQa from her poaitioa has fliade her both happy aad s^^ 
rjmMM»g Amimi Mfc» up n inftm^in mittM tt titiMt rf taA day and Ac yat i>iflaallv 

evaydqrofheriiiaAeryKtfaoasthesdiodinthxodeiKi Deatiagwithpeoptefromcoii^afliesis 
^ tiriflf , lad woniea aboA ndefltt plagoe her ao she is rdtthwfy h^ to be fia^ 
tena. SbefeeU,ho«'ever,thaithereisai«diyettobedoaeiasBeaflyiiuBftheefl^oymefltsya^ 
ibeschoQi. Sbehasailasteattbliihedagoodwotftiflgfdacioash^inththecoapfly;^ 
aad has leacaed their lita aad didikes ia es^oyees, btt the aew placemen officer 
theserelsiioashvsfiQaBiscntdL lat h e ae res pec ts sheis sad tole«vetl>gpoaiiioa. 

AaulefliyaiateadieraiidafefluleEaflisb teacher are ifldiaife of coUectiQgaiateriaba^ 
rtf wwtwitHi^ imffP" "ttftUT fWfff'"''*^'** tA") maAA yaar eoll^gi ml miivierailiea, Aflialesodal 

Noae of these teachecsaasiadividQallMaeroQm dotier 

The placemeat office, brawl aew as is thereat of the bmldiag.is located oathefint floor aean 

to thepciiic^'s office. latheold sdMol boildiQf there wasaoplacemeat office, bataaauUsecdoa 
ofthe teachers' CQn fe reflcefDom w aii eicfvcdforplacefliefltfluteriala. 

One (tf the fow cooaadonis always oa do^iatliis aew office from Moodqr through Frid^ 
dviif school hoars. Qoelaife room, it hoQsesthereccutmeat cards, cofflpaaypcmphlets. books oa 
how to take eairaace euau aad oa how to get a certain kind of job, job haaiaag handbooks, 
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-^edalized Khoot guide books, uuvenity gadebooks, books of stmpLt qnesdons for both uuversiiy 
tad f^fwy efltnace enms, mtguiati iboot eaiplaymeflt, tad lists of campuies by nak. 
T i.^ii, «it«^^ K>ft«Mf.riu> wiflai 11 lMf€ aad vBtvpBblic. flo ftlacf ffiw for iadi^duil copfereaces, t 
tet«liidiMs.TRptts. vntbaaesDn room for coafereacesstodeflts would be able to speak more 
penooaUyiiiththdfcooiiieUnTniho«beiflgovtthe«dbye stadeats may wit the room 
freely. thaifhttoacwBtontfe third year stodeats. ArooadFebraaryiecQad year stadescs who wiU 
becomeseaiMiaAfrilbciiatetricfcleiainththeirqaeatioaa. Rnt year stadeati rarely «Dp by. 

In ftitm^ng jobs for stndeflls, the geaeral process caa be di^ded iato two maiii 
stteaffls-the dvil aer^ or povKe eooipaaies (See Rgwes 3 and 4 for disttibiRioa of eaiplqyed 
padoMsbyifldosBy). Thedviiaer^iamdvesoolytheapplicaatafldthegavecaateataldqi^ 
thatia.the{rapeetiveettplflyMaadpo8peamaaiployer. la 1984 10 atDdeflCs-4 aulas and 6 
. 0„^^tm mnAwm^jiaetdin johi. aanmber represeBtiai almoa 3* 

flfttaetatalpidiMai«cianor3SS(SeeRgweslaad2forgndaatiQiist«^ service jobs 

i^f^f^^.^ ^^ ^^tj tnnmi-^^^ in ^iii'fiMf^ The aefaool does have aaddisiribate 
iffificaliflas for MtiflMi dvU avvke j(te . SKh aa for the pott office . to andeats who 
bat doa aot have iffficatiom for dtf dvil aer^ce jobs, for the police force, or for the fire 
<ltpMtmetf ir«Ddett«eifliae9tediiiSQChjobs.itistheirre9Qflsihi]iQrtogototbeapprqnate 
office. flbOBttihe^ftofioflaaadfileaUfleeeasarydociiaMatatiQa. However. wheaaaewgroop of 
anion begiaa the aavcfa for jobs, stodeats aatarally go aad ask the eonaaalors abott the coateat 

dflnncaaauaadas. 

A oral service enuB is difficolt and cQosiss of two paits-tbe wtinea test aad th^ 
fiveaoftdifteettdMea. Pkn^bethaectioosdoesMCiasarethatastadeacwiUbegiveftajobbat 
rttharpiaeeatheaanaaaflhepa^ifpiieaaiaoaawaiti^lisL Thos the civil stfviceemau are 
auKlikeqaalifyuvenaM^afpaasiivdoesnotgaaraaieeeaiploymeaL Caadidatesarelittdiflorder 
byiheiricQtesaadjota«eoffccediaibeflrderth«flaausappearoathewaiiiflgli«. Tboaeoathe 
half riM> wtitiag urn. Mugte have to wait 6 awaths or loflger before they are aocified of a 
poaitioa. ThaynifkCMCbeflCtatdaqrjobacalL Thoar randidsifs who doaot hear aooaaftef April 
m eacoK^ed by the cooaaeiari to caU the pcraoa in charge of hitiiy ia order to ioquie alKn» 

siniaiioflr.connielots also volotteer to call for sndeacs if they are hoitaoL The coansdon can 
geaeraUy le«tt from Ihr VMioDf personnel divisions whether or oot a stndeat can expect to be caUed 

for a job aad if so. when. 

The cooaaeliiv office, in order to be ableto aaswerthe qaeations which are sore to arise froffl 

their seniors, nakes an effMto record (ttpaper the personal experience of aU dvil service applicants, 
indndingalistof jobs^edforandthecoaceatofeairaaceemniinttions. The record also includes 
the cotteat <tf the ittwiew. whether it was individoal or groop and what qaeations were asked. The 
ifplicaflts ut asked to record their es^eriences iaunediatdy after iacerviews are oonplcied because 
once success faiim at an emi is formally annoonced by nudl to the atndeati' homes, it becomes 
mvehaiorediffiealttagetandbjeedvereport.espeeiallyinthecaaeoffailve. FttnreappUcaotsare 
eacomged to read these rectfds to leva atore about the jobs they seek. Records are kept for a 
aemberofyearssotbstalibraryofinfrmatiQnisteadU; «v«iable. 

ho 



la the ease of frivice cdfflpiides. aodeflts are iflsrneted to dKtiA the^ 
the t^«aace of the ichooL la 1984, 61 «ndeitt, 9 males and 52 females, or 17« of aU graduates 
Obtaioed jobs iA privMe eoflipames thmifh F. CSi^ Hifh Sebod (See 

MMiaia). ThePESOoffice.iiidie(K7. assies OTdrnis in obtaiwiig jobs, biit the aittnalresponsibi^ 
hasbeenttaatfandtotbesehooL Laws have beea passed whi c h staff fhit this responsibiliiy may be 
takea by the school ifl place of PESO. Ma. T goes to the PESO office 5 times a year wheo there are 
aieeii^ explaiaiiv coodttioBS for hiriiy. otherwise . ao aeed ensts for her to go to the office. 

A snrv^ is coadocted « the etti of the first year at F. High Schoai to determine what the 
couaseliivaeedsortheeoaiivyearsaregoiagtobe. At least tme third of the tespoadeats answer 
andeddedwheaasked^oottbeirplaosafkerliighsehool. TUs is the only initial preparation for job 
piaeemmttdoaedvivtbefirattwoyears. No meecii^caocemiogemploymeat are hdd with parents 
atalL 

In >^ as a jomor class becoaes a senior dass, the members bqpn to dMose whether they 
milt <wiHim» f AftwriMir aehflniiiy ar Met anplayBicat. bnt some cannot and do not deddemitil moch 
Imcrintheyctf. InMsyoftbesmiitfyearthecoQnaeiiivoflicecQadQctsalectareQBfeadinessfQr 
oiploymac aod tfee process of prepadng for aad taking coB^ao^ cainnce enminad The 

sdwddefflrtbeiemaiflderofiteyearcQfloefiriJvemploymeiKisoii^^ laJone 
Kverd recett gradB«M osployed ia m« fidds are called back to the school to grve smaU 

] sf If ittf imi i difwtthf if mrn rT p ffirnrriinfindiiyjirtf^*^ *^*g 

Wbea the lecniiimeA cards are aboot to anive atadeals are agda called together for a 
disensfion d whd the cvds are. how to read them, aad what pdds are cracid to deddiag on a 
company. 

AboBt450tecruitmedc«di wri vedinl984forS2femdesseekiag employment iacompama 
aad irihNit 350 for 9 aiales. Suice the aaaiberd aides seekiageaiplaymeflt was very small, the 
chdceformdeswasgreaieraadoverdleoa^ecitioawas Adas steep. 

Recrutmemcwdsooaaefim the coo^aaies directly biK sometime aronndM^ or Jane, they 

have passed ttioagh the Imnds d the PESO office which approves each d the conditions for 
empioymenL The t^ihi ec dve nat«Bpdap|wvdfhmthdoffice.aaignthatthe conditions violate 

nooedtheace^tedstaadardsforeflqiloymed. 

The cofl^ades can begin the pmeen d sending a ddiveting recraitmeflt cards to schools 

dtfflJdy. Thoae CM^aaiesTfUdi have a loi^rdadonahtpdfecraitingstadents from F. High 
Schodimmedimefy sod tbdrr^resoxaiives to the sdrtMl when the season begins in My. Those 
compames wMcb bebevethqr have only a fair dunce arectmliag astodedfram the schod send their 
cmds via the mail. The CMdsoccastonally contain half troths. For instance, on a recrdtmed card 
overtimeisdesccibedastwieeaweekforfovhoan.bdisreqdfedevetyday. Sometimes previous 
gndumes who acoially work in these compames can be coflOKted to confina the details given on a 

leerdtmed c«d. Other cards are written correctly, desctibiag predsdy the job being offered. 
UsDkJy howew, jobs «e dcsoibcd in vagoe terms, sia^y as office, fluanfacmriag, whdesde, 
sda.ete. 

The n*^ coated of most jobs is normally ad detenniaed uatil after the recrdtmeflt quota: 
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Jiivel)eeameitfldthef€SQltsQrtlieIQtestsm Ms.T.offertdineximplelhmlascye^^ 
A femtle wadm bid ptoed the entrtiice turn tot t deptttmeot srore becuse she wtoted to be 
iflvotvediflsdes. After work bega&iflA^ she was taigAed the comptnern^ 
compoteropcmcr. Asiiic]C|RS&Qaef herdtsq^poi^ 

shetook<tffrQmwQcfctiidcametoseeMs.T.tocxpli^ Inspiteofthe shock, she did 

All the recratmei^ cmis ere f tfhered and bound together. From the end of July to the 
begiiimiV(tfAivttthec«dsmtvit^ AfewndeotsinUiiotuse 
the recraitaiettcwlstt the school bit ncheriiseper^^ Aoeighbor 
flf frifiKf ^ ^ ^•^^y «<r ^HS^ ^ Mmtent for employment it t fdetive's or friend's comptfly. 
E^tboiyhholduvipMtimejdiisprohibftadbythescho^ 

tboiilhotthighactiodwasisludtostqronfUlt^ Inthexcoes, ifitwishesto 

be recorded iihgvily Mid p topet p fo ce dofes for hiri^ 
must ctemn i rwutmeiiicvd from the PESO ol^ 
the liw reqoires them to do io. 

A ooqitlMOBve lilt of every oon^iay sendtig recniitmem aids to the school is mnde, 
iiictodiiig other infam«iQtt^ 

iihether the o^ipi^hts finnly ifldictted thit they'd like to h^ 

Eidithtrttyevstiidefltrecefvesieopyofthisiist. By ccMwnltiiy the list the students con easiiy pick 
oQtOMcrtwocmiipinieswheretheyhsnwiniiierestinwQrki^ TheprocessoflooidflgthroQghtbe 
fffTHit m^ ^« ^ fieegmgiir cilice that becomes one of recoaflfmiiion end doable checfcing of 
waking cuditiooslikeififes. Uosctrnqpemesthst send recruitment cards ilsosen^ 
coai^any p royct as , which is also consolted. 

k the miMe of Angnst the stodeflCs indicite th^ 
etfitled, "Compile Employment Sirray". The stadenis must fill in thenar 
which tbeyMiMerested with theittder«andti«thatif they are chostt 
wiUnotcon^lain. AfigiithqiprodPfftf bythf f*««»«»'««*g f^tr^tntUcMitig htm meny gndents have 
listed agivtncoaqMi^asthetrchQioe^biKtheactQdnamesrf Asimiltflistis 
produced fcr the homeroom teachers with the names of the stndeiis matched with the name of a 
coa^at^alttv with the stndatts' grade averse end total nnmb^ Thenext 
step is another svvey rofoeatiiy first and second chdces in orde^ 
The teach« then confer and dedile exactly who wiU be the 
company. 

Since figuring oat which stndeotisto take which exam is extremely difiieQlt, the teachers-the 
eight senior homeroom teachers pins the foor members of the coonseiing staff-use grades, number of 
absences,nomberflrtmtKesastherdMiiwbenchmarkiiguresfordeQdu^^ One day after the final 
sorveyisooUectedtheresults are announced. 

Ahootthe sametimeasthe internal sdecdon.soulentsrecdiwinstrucdon 
theirpersonalhistoaes. kaddiiiontoaphotogr^)h,infonnationrequtredindudesname,addrw 
of birth, guffdian'sname namesof family members, schools attended, companiespreviously worked 
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UsttyfocnisdittibittdftfpKtice. ItiscotreetedbytbeteiebmtiultiecaiMlfQmisdut^ 



llocfccnmiiMiaiismlaocaiidQGted. Stodefltswlmve seeking ea^cTmeotve divided 
i«o 12 graops-Me poop for each conaielar or aeaiar bomeroom teicber. Eidi graop reads 
pepmdmttMiaistboiKbaw to take aaiflCttview.horav to tttfwer tricky qo^^ 
* i fcepmd for, wh« toswers aot to , etc. A f ew d^ i«er iftdi^dnri ister^ewi ire held with 
ttoiioo to ^ooj npects of sndeot perfoanisce soch as languge. greetings and responses to 
qnesiioai 

UpoA eooptai^ of tbeifltoad aeledkaproces innid Aofos. acrangemeitt are mnde ftf 
^.if.tot-'.fl.f— uit «r ^^^l»^*«lpfc^l Aariam mmmtrvaeMica. MorethaftSO cofflpomanraftbe 
CQtfictedl7tdqtaie.atid:iriuchis|Katflrthattoaepenooc8niuuidie. Thejobisdividedamoog 
tbe4coaoseiona&dtheycac&taketarBi«tbetdqibQoetofixdtfesfor»ideatsto^ Sncetitf 
ndettteM itfetdyemiilMdthefroceai flfiateoMl aeleetioA aadhtve 
iiiU not coofl^ lAott tbe ebdoe of OMipMy. it is eipected that aU ndeaa ^ 



yit«fttfc»*iw«— w<tot>i«it wMiifiriM tte^fljtentnmsoattoifldDdeoiieorinoretegs. 
SMedmealQttttmndoiinatacdtfiflUrMWsareeeadDettd. andeflafluyaliobsiattQaedto 
itPfltiia i i. fciir/wj- ff./! -.-u^j >T^M>^~.><^^^-t>«Mrwjf foHHiwtriitliMi- lliMefaani are 
iKimaUyactftocaaqpaieaonarafterlSeicemberiAaaeaiedeaTetape. Thisproofdore of bringing 
dSdal docomeob to tbe cooptay ^ iroold be «giiflS tbe law if the lij^^ 
.4!5reiMt.i^i»a««qBarylOtttheachoolrec<» e? *ion4Tar aipt,ioaUi«foiinaiionb«tbefind 
■ganKtsnqoand. jyUrtheiflternewwhesthecoaaaelr-fpbooes.cQflBpamesreportifthescadent 
tbeybmaeettbuaettbdrsnd^forea^ogpneflt. tathtsmytbeconnaelorsfasveacfannceto 
sifgeSisiqiMtqriaoitaerooavttTirdlbcforetheOctoberteadflgieai^ 

Coaneknmi^ailjbevthititiineecitablefortheeaadidatetotaketheezam. Theymay 
abophMetolemthftaooa^a^iradd^fltachliketohamtheCBdeatiitt 
^naceenm or even sieges that they ham smlv the vnfficialdedaia^ Banks 
e^eeiaUyMoiioaitocottpletettadrAprilrecrQitfliettiiasweUbtforetheO^ As 
loi« at they a de^ ta irari:. flules GUI nsnaily be anored th« they «iU han« a podt^ 
whmr CMpai^ they ehooae becinae the onwaU anaiber of flMle job aeeken is 1^ aataU ^ 
CQii^esmaaiiaQStohlfethe&.TbecompaniestecrQilangmaiestendtoberatto 
Receit^theiKfldieautobeth«iuiofficiai dedaiontforemployment are beiagnudeaoreand more 
dtendving the conpa^ visit in the suamervnth the Oaober teat beiag pro fonna or aotreq^ 

alL 

For the cooasdon this new tread is he^ and coovenientfor it gives them pleaiy of time to 

MChfv anew cttspai^forafejecMd apfdicaoL Oa the other hand what compania are cnrrenily 
doii«is.ialto.i«atasalawwUeh states that company entrance tests are to be given in Octobtt 

tfaataomBptoymefltdecisioeseanbejnadeiifltilthatttme. 

As in other schools, the tendency is for parents not to be consulted by their children on 
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fliattttspecttiiiiiyeitbertomidoymefltortem 

Ob 1 Sfpfiff'vT thf n*"— — ^ ff»«'^ftn tp*^*"*** f with thg eflmpamea eoneamed. 
j«Hiu4iii| the pcnooal hiMor7 nUcb the ndents hcve completed end the school 
itcamfflaMtadaa-tniiscnpt fonn indndiiv address, d«es Khool menHanrr, coRicolun 
foUowed.gndei. mfflberflfibseoca, caadaa,btachetithst«isticstttdtheschodfepreseii^ 
agfltfOK. TbecQo^iateipigr^edaltftefttiQatothejiiimberwdiTSQf ibKfl^ 
.yfuHAM^ IttflUu^coo^atpdi^cnattthttiftfemdestndeathMbeeaiiM^ 
dtysormwe dviiy high u±oai, then the mdeotirillnatbe considered for emplcTnent uo maaer 
irhfltothff(iiMiific«iaiiStrepoaened. For aules this staadird does iiot seem to be trae. Cofflpsmes 
also look CKtfttily St the di* pMtie^tfiott recorded OA the penabd 
reU^flttshiptflecessvyiAtcMareelsoiyflicshleintcoaiptaysita. ^fJL 

RIffat ifter, «U senian sedong jobs m cdled for nothb meed^ 
tadimii«s«egiveasboactheiipeoodflgcfiflqpagrenms. Wniflgsiiidiidetdliiigflmieittsto 
(eskOBber to iiM eU the elote theywiU weer to the efltruce enm, to rememto 
effthdrcoUMttdtohsTOndl-diiipedttdls. Gooiii^pecsQAflfliofliGecs^belookiflgdoielyst 
indi^dQelpMaiif e9ediU7dnifii«ernews.The7irmi^ 

qpe«ace.OfteAtheifliiialeatoffdedsioaisbaiedoBtfimifl9reaioa,e9ed A 
f««..u ^niW^^i^^i^^AiH ly rii» i-hftfti »ttft ii MriflM —d tMfMt flf iwttiM dtfiiedtty might be 
pesaed over bj tcM^iflgr beesnse she doesflfltfit compMy Mftdsrdsfor gnee lod beiny. 
The stDdemi«e then oatheironnisttheenflu in October. 

FltoneB tett «e gim begiflBiiv ia October sad OB throstgh November and Decembe^^ 
Stndemske^ttyisf stsnceessiveenmsiifliiltheysDcceedstoBe. Passing an enm can take one d^ 
«bealo^ aeries oftnals. Theiaurvigw section olthe earn is very often the cracialdeddingfattor. 
Theia»rwewisalsoveqrinyortiatfariemale<odeacsffi'mpri 
It has been laid th« two ]w coUega lock St apfrficaats as ftm seekers of jobs, and tt^ 
stndeaistheybeiieiveiiiilbeensytoplaceintfaelsborfflree. 

F«i«e«fivals in the pincemeat office, finding a job ffli7 not be 80 easy. LmtTearone 
stodeat im taken to PESO becanae he had takoi a civil service enminmiaa in December and hi^ 
Mled. Aft»hewasttatifiedorfmlnreontheenm,hedecidedtottytofindajob. Theconaselon 
infflcmedhimthatnottewMcr«tme«c«dshadeoauiatotheplaeementoffiee. Three times one of 
theeoonseiocsimKdifwtlytothePESOolCceiriththesoideflttoiiytofindsomethi^ AtPESOthe 
presein of mai^ncrnitmeatcaida seemed to iaoictte that jobs ensted, when infaath^ had alrea^ 
beeataken. At last om was found. This year when saideois who had failed exams came to the 
placememdfiee in semch of altenmives, several choices existed. No extraordinary tops to PESO 



In M«di, one vtwo stodeflts who Idive failed to gain entrance tt> aimiveniiy wiU flra^ 
ifltotbecooaselindfficeinaetfchoranenvloymefltaltenacive. At least one available recratment 
c«d, and therd)y job, is amic^tted for that time b« if the number of job seeking stDdeots is greater 

thanthenomber of c«ds, then the only altemstive would bePESO. 

In ipite of all the effort on the p«t of the school and its coonselon there are also some 
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stodcttswbojieverretUydeddeirbetiiertocaitiiniedieireda^ Evayyear3or 
4 gndiMei ift the ottgory of {ggUL v ti>o>e ^ bdieve they nill ai d ri cailati t the year after 
fnda«iQa.adiipiiiiiMmployedaadiioA-tt«ricul«uv. Ijtersachatndefltsfliiyfifldjobsnsiflgthe 
iwwspi^cr penooal cooaectiaas vtake pattune jobs. Ms. T. didn'treally know sracfa abootthe 
siOMiQB. for she really only deals with stsdeots who have made a firm commitmenr toward 
efflpioymeflL The adwolaunfflestesponnbiliiy for fiadiflg jobs for sdkI^ 
b« the (rohlem really Uesuthoie 3 or4 stDdescs who caiiiiot dedde what they waift to do evea^ 

fradtutiOB. 

Coacmiiig dvMiQaof efflpkqmiett, stodeiits doat see^ 
posiiioasfQralo^time.aaifldic«MathattfaeyaRapfroM±iflgthetf The 
ovcndl tvMf • f« flfliiy levd poiitiQos aeems to be ibott 6 yean, bat naay c&p^ 
befoRcca^ieiiaf «fUlyc«ofwocL TbefRraieaoeomdeatswhodoaKwiibtowotifora 
Jo^erpaiodispeA^ianaectiaftortheiadiffcrencewitliwUchtbe*^ 

Uati f caale ndett afedally have deariy exfreaed their dewes to wocfc ooly until 
UMO^t. Ftflifi.T.,aflMiadaaqiloyedfamale.thisanitadcisdifGealttofnap. Femalesndeats 
have lepeaedlytcM her that the fole aodd Ae pomayi does «« apply to them and haw ^ 
whydiBdia9pravesflrwomeadevoiii«theiriiveitobdiigwiveL Ms. Taib them to look around 
« thw own esviiaafflea aad dfltttodM how fluay faailia they Im can aetaally afford t^ 
wife who doattotwofc. Sttdaties show that the anmber of woiftiflf wma, ao« pact time, has 
ifloenedtitmeadoariy. TothisevidenceatDdeotsfflerelysqrtfaatthetrlimwiUbedifrerefltarthat 
theywoQldodywoifcifMntelyflecesnfy. Ml T. alio eacootafestheffl to examine the di^oa 
of IMMriahooaeMds aad dctomitte their ownbaaedoaneed. biRher atodemsfeply that astin^ 

hoabaads or cMdkeato dohoDsewodkwoaldfluketheir£BauUeamiaerable. 

the Uame is not cmirefy to be placed OS the stodeots becanae coaqiames tiy to ffldd ther 

employeesimo fixed ides. cspeciaUy inregart to how maay years a female employee should work. 
Coopaaies'teodaot to give jobs of responsibiliiy to female employees. Maay teachers theaudves 
reiflforeeraleatMypea. Withtheiaadtndflttof anew lowfore^tyiaemplaymeatthereis some 
hope thm the sitaatioo migfat change somewhat in the fotne. bot the preseat prospeos are not 
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Figure 1: Grathuttion Sutistics for F. Qty High School, 1984 (F. Yooran. 1985. p.25). 
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Fignrel: GnuhwdonStaiisdcsfQrF. City High School by Per Gear, 1984 (F. Yooran, 1985, p.25) 
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Rgurc3: DialribiiliQft of EmploTcd Graduates by High School, 1984 (F. 

]fooraa.l985.p.25). 
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Figure 4: PercciitagcDiaiributioiiof Employed Graduates by to Qtyffigh School, 1984 

(F. Yoortfl,1985,p.25). 



* ' ' ' INTERYIEVVITH 20 STUDENTS 

AT 

TORITSU F. KOOTOO GAKKOO 
(F. CITY HIGH SCHOOL') 
KOTO-KU, TOKYO 

'Moce: Omof respeatopnvacy, thecouosdorinchuger^ name of the school aad 

thestiKleiits'ex«aiumesbewLthliddfhm Docomeotadon can be provided to verify 

infonnatiaagiveabelow. (Myiiamesiun^beensbQcteaed;2iochiiigelsehasbett 

I interviewed 20 stQdeots, Sas-san, San-san, Taj-san, Yama-san, Ook-san, Suz-san, Sat>san, 
Kib-san, Ko-san, Hat-san, Nai-san, Tai-saa, Ara-san, Yamo-san, Uchi-saa, Kami-san, Kob-san; 
Ike-San, Yokc^-san and Kawa-san at F. Qty High School. 

The interview at school with these students was completed after company entrance 
examinations had been taken. Students knew basically what their fotores were going to be. Theonly 
corricnlnm available it F. CS^ High School is the general studies cnrriculnm, and all students spent 
three years studying the subjects that are most conimottly studied by JqM^ school students. 

Su-na, male andl8 years old, lives in Edogawa-ku with his parents. He indicated that he 
would work in the Koto*ku ward otGce as a civil servant. 

Stt-MA, male and 18 years old, lives in Edogtwa-kn with his parents. He would like to 
b^in working attbepostolficeaaacivil servant, but the job is unconfirmed. 

Taj-su» male and 18 years old, lives in Sumida-ku with his parents. His job will be at 
Hirano Steel Company in Sumida-ku. 

Tuu-taa, female and 18 years old, lives in Koto-kn with her parents. She indicated that 
she wiU b^in working at the TsuruyaTofyo branch in >fihonbashi. 

Ook-nm, female and 18 yean old, lives in Edogawa-ku with h& parents. She wrute that 
she would begin working ttFnji Bank*s computer service division beginning in Apdl. 

S«i:-ju, female and 18 years old, lives in Edogawa-ku with her parents. In April she will 
b^inworking at some branch of Tokyo Sogo Bank. 

Sai-MA, female and 18 yean old, lives in Koco-ku with her parents. She indicated that she 
would working it Msshin Spinning Company in Bakuroyokoyama in April. 

Eib-ssA, female and 18 yean old, lives in Koto-ku with her parents. In .^xil she will begin 
working at Tobo Rayon Compaiq^in>Bhonbashi. 

Co-ssA, female and 18 yean old, lives in Edogawa-ku with her parents. She wrote that she 
would begina job atTooyo Manufacturing Company in Minato-ku in .^vil. 

Htt-saai, female and 18 yean old, lives in Snmida-ku with her parents. She indicated that 
she would begin a job at the Ji^ese House at Representatives in April as a civil servant. 

Nn-ssA, female and 18 yean old, lives in Edogawa-ku with her parents. In April she will 
begin a job as a research assistant at Shinto Paint Company in Koto-ku . 

Tti-SM, female and 18 yean old lives in Koto-ku with her parents. In April she will start a 
job at Sanyo Software Service Company in Chuo-ku. 

An-SAt, female and 18 yean old , lives in Koto-ku with her parents. In April she will begin 
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t job as ftii tssittAnt at Shinto Paint Company in Koto-lm. 

fMn^i^ flfiH 17 ygm old, livtt in Koto-tai with fccf parents. She wroC£ that she 
wooldb^ajobini^niatNTT, theJapanTelephone Company atabranch office. 

Uchi-nm, female and 17 yean old, lives in Koto-ward with her parents. She indicated that 
she would b^ a job mAphl at NTT, the Japan Telephone Company at a branch office. 

r^^i , f u^^Xf^ 17 yfttft old, Hves in Kot^^-lro with her parents. She wrote that she 
wouldbeginajobinAptilaiNew JapanSecotitiesCompanyinKyoba^ centralTokyo. 

Kob-iu, male imd 18 years old, Uves in Roto-tQ with his parents. In April he will begin 
studying to become a poUcemanin Kanagawa Prefecture (just south of Tokyo, containing the dty of 
Yokohama). 

tte-stA, male and 18 yem old, lives in Koto-ward with his parents. His job will be at 
Hirano Steel CompanyinSumida^ku. 

ip^^i^mmm 17 old, Hves in Katsushika-fal with his parents. InAprilhewill 

bq[iii studying to become apolicemanin Tokyo. 

Kswm-nA,maleandl8yearsold,livesinKoto-kuwithhisparents. In^vilhewillbegina 

job at AfliodzuCompai^inMinaco-kn. 

nam did ypM decide oa Toir ioba? 

Sas-san: I did everything for myself. Theannouncementwasposted on the bulletin board of 
our school and I thought I would try the exam. 

San-san: first, I looked in the newspaper and saw the announcement. Then I qjplied to 

thetesL 

Taj-san: Hooked attherecnutmentcardsin the counseling room and deddedonaco^ 
Many graduates of F. High School work there so I talked to them as well as to my teachers. 
Yama-san: Hooked attherecruitmentcardsinthecounselingroQm. 
Ook-san: I talked to one of last year's graduates of this high school who now works at my 

companyandreadtherecruitmentcard to decide. 

Suz-san: laakedmyteachersqueationsandlookedatrecruitmentcardstodecide. 
Sat^san: T mytpmrhm mdiirvfflrig nrff d reonritjnmt mrds. 
Kib-san: Hooked atreouitment cards. 

Ko-san: I looked a: pamphlets and recrmtment cards and then talked to my tea^ 
deciding. 

Hat-san: I wanted to become a dvil servant and tiy to take various dvil serwcc tcs^ My 

teacher suggested the job I now have. 

Nai-san: lUstenedtomyteachers and looked atrecruitment cards to dedde. 

Tai-sam I heard about the job from a fiiend of the family and dedd I then 

brought the recmiimeot card from the compaiqf b^xk tothe school. 

Ara-sam laskedmyteachersandlookedthroughtherecruitmentcardstodedde. 

Yamo-san: Ilookedattherecruitmentcardsatschoolanddedded. 

Uchi-san: Hocked atrecruitment cards and deeded. 

Kami.-san: Ilookedatrecruitmentcardsanddedded. 
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Kob-san: I looked at the advatisemeflts vMch came to tbe school about public examiiutioiis 
giveaitt October. I applied for the job myself and all tbe paper woric 

Ike-san: llookedattherecniitfflefltcardsafldtalltedtofflyteachefs. 

Yoko-san; Many of my friends ami acqoainfancea were already members of the police force. 
I listened to what they had to say. I also looked at the poster which was placed in the police box near 
myhome. 

Kawa-san: Ilookedatrecnutmenrcardsandtalkedtomyteachers 

BefiOT yttm fiamUT rfecaJiid. did Tin fcare both ■ fint choice comPMT Md_« 

Sas-san: I had a first and second choice. First was the job at the ward office and next was a 
job atthepofioCBce. 

San-sfn; My first chdccwas « job as ad^ servant in the commyside; the second chdcc was 
the p(A office. 

Taj-san: My first chdce was Tokyo Gas; the second choice was at Hirano Steel. 
Yaflu-san: I had only one choice and entered that, company. 

Ook-san: My first chdce was Tokyo Sogo Bank; the second choice was a job at Canon. I 

also had attaird.cbdce. 

Snz-san: ! had only one chdce and entered that company. 

Sat-san: My first chdce was an engineeriflg company; my second chdce was the spinning 
company where I will be employed. 

Kib-san: I failed at the exam of my first chdce so I settled on a job atToho Rayon. 

Ko-san: My first chdce was a manufacturing company. My second chdce was Mitsubishi 
Riqran. lenteredacofflfletdydifrerentcofflpatty. 

Hat-san: My first chdce was the job at the House of Representatives; my second chdce was 
atthe Ward Office. lalsohadathirrtchdce. 

Nai-am: My first chdce was a sar company. My second chdce wt' a compaiQ^ caUed 
Tokyo MssansomethingsomethiBj. I can'texactly remember. I succeeded at my third chdce. 

Tai-san: Before the time to submit our chdces I had already deddcd on Sanyo Software 
through afamily connection. 

Ara-jan. My first chdce was Shinto Paint; my second chdce Otsuka Gas. I got the job at 

Shinto. 

Yamo-sam My fim chdce was NTT. I had a second chdce bm I have forgotten it. 
Uchi-san: My first chdce was NTT and I was successful. I had a second chdce but I have 
forgottenit. 

Kami-san: I would hive beenhappy with dthw the company I will now enter or with >fissan 
Car Company. I fed the company, New Tokyo Securities, which I am entering is a good one. My 

patents i^^prove and I ahready know some people who work there. 

Kob-san: MyfirstchdcewasthepdicedepartmentinToirvo, nextinKanflgawaandnextin 

SJuzroka. I didn't pass the test for Tokyo but I was able to pass the Kanagawa test. 

Ike-san: My first chdce was Hirano Steel; my second chdce was Takano Electric Company 
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I will pstjet my first choice. 

Yoko-sin: loiilywtfltedtobecomctpoUceffltttinTQlcyoaiidha^ 

Ktwa-sin: I had three choices listed, but I really dida'tthiAk of anythiflg but my first choice , 
AnamizoCompany. 

Dm ym the coMi ff^^f n^m^ If yfff fil* , ^^ffi^ p«y>«T WhaT tiiidl 
of mmJUo m Im did yoi fe« ^ r^a^iraii ftofg gatpioyMcat? 

Sis-saa: Ididxisc iL Iwtsiitft«stedialeatinflgabomtheinte^ 
boQUetwMch described theiflterview atmycompai^. 

Saa-saiL Ididuseit. I was interested in learniagabom the iaien?iew I wo^^ 
booklet which described iL 

Taj-san: I used the room to look at recruitment cards. I also looked practice books for 

entrance exams ia the room. 

Yama-san: IwenttotheroQmtotalktoMs.T. andtolookatrecrmtmentcards 
Ook-san: IaftenwenttotheroQmtotalktoMs.T.andtoloQkatrecraitmentca^ 
Suz-sam IwenttotheroomtotalktoMs-T andtolociatrecniitmentcards 
Sat-san: IwenttotbenxuitotaiktoMs.T. andtolookatrecniitmeatcarvls. 
Kib-rjuL* Iwemtothecounseiingroomtolookatrecruitmentcardsandtotalkto 
Ko-san: I weotto the counseling room to talkto Ms. T. 

Hat-san: Since there were materials ibom interviews in the counseling room J wet^ 

I also practiced for my interview in the ca«msdi£g room. 

Nai-san: I used the room to talk to N^.T and to look atthe recruitment cards. 

Tai'San: I used the room to talk to Ms. T. 

Ara-san: I used theroom to look atrecruitmentcardsandto talkto Ms. T. 

Yamo-san: IweattotheroomtolookatrecruitmentcardsandreadcQmpai^pamphlets. 

Uchi-san: I used the room to look it recruitment card and company pampUets and totals 

Ms. T. 

Kami-sanrlwenttotheroomtoiookatrecruitmentcardsandtalktoMs. T. 
Kob-san: I wem to the room to look at the pracdce books for the examination I was going to 
take. I also went to read the booklets which described what was going to be on the exam. 
Ike-san: IwenttoiooJtatrecruitmentcards. 

Yoko-san: I weatto read a bookwhich had example problems which were likdy to a^ 

thepoliceexaminatiou. 

Kawa-sao: Iweitttolookttrecruitmentcards. 

Whem did yoi Btr ^ »««g ^A»««^ii«# nam to find iaf oraafltioftl 
Saj-sm: IstartedgoingtotheroomaroundAugnstofmysemoryear. 
lian-san: I staited going to the room around August of my senior year. 
Taj san: I started going to the room tround September of my senior year. Before thai the 
recruitment cards were stored inacdnference room, solwent there. 

Yama-san: IsttrtedgoingtotaeroomaroundSeptemberofmysenioryeor. 
Ook-san: I started going to the room around June of my senior year. 
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- ^iiz-saii:IsttttedgQiflgtotheroQmaroiuu]Au 
Stt-san: ItftrtedgoiiigtothenxunaroTiad Jo^ 
Kib-stn: lattttedgoiiigtotherocmiaroTmdAixgm 
Ko-san: IstartedgoiiigtotheroomaroimdAxigQstQfmysem 

Hit-stn: I started gau4[ to the rooiniroTmdOcu)^ I was only interested 

in QvU Serace ezaffi aiui I had matedals at borne so I reaUy d^ 

Nai-san: Istartedgotngtotheroofflartnind Jane of my senior year. 

Tai-san: IstartedgoingtotheroomaromidAiigTistafmysenioryear. 

Ara-san: I started gotng to the room around July of my senior year. 

Yamo-san: I started going to the room aronnd August of my senior year. 

Udn-san: I started going to the room around May of my senior year. 

Kami-sam Istartedgoingtotheroomaroundtheendof Augustafmysenioryear. 

Kob-san: I started going to the room around of my senior year. 

Ike-san: I urted going to the room around Augustafmysenioryear. 

Yoko-san: Idon*^rememberwhenIfLrstwenttotheroom. 

Kiwa-san: IstartedgaingtotheroomannrndAugustofmysenioryear. 

Did jm iifteM tmlk to yo^r ciUMglnw or tcachen ahnwf fit ditf • lob? 

Sas-sam I don't remember remember talking at length. I did asfc a few questions about 
interview questions aroundNovember. 

San-san: Ididn^ttalktoanyteacfaen. 

Taj-san: ItaikedtoMs. T. oftenandtoMr. S. and Ms. O. andtomy homeroom teacher. 
Yama-san: ItalkedtoacertainextenttoMs. T. 

Ook-san: I talked to Ms. T about the companies I wes going to list as my choices. I also 
talked tomyhomeroomteacher. 

Suzrsan: I often talked to Ms. T. and Mr. S. and to my homeroom teacher. 

Sat-san: ItaikedtoMs. T. 

Kib-san: For the most part I talked to Ms. T. 

Ko-san: I talked to Ms. T. and to my homeroom teacher. 

Hatrsan: I talked only a little to Ms. T and my homeroom teacher because I was applying to 
become a dvil servant Th^told me about whatmaterials were available and gave me some advice. 
Nai-san: loftentalkedtoMs. T. 
Tai-san: I had discussions with Ms. T any number of times. 
Ara-san: I talkedto Ms. T. 

Yamo-san: laskedMs.T.alittlebitaboutcompanies. 

UcM-san: Before I decided what my first choice company would be, I asked Ms. T. a lot of 
questions aboutcompanies. 

Kami-san: ItaikedtoMs. T. aboutthe conditions of various companies. 
Kob-san: I talked to Ms . T and other teachers. 
Ike-san: ItaikedtoMs. T. 

Yoko-san: As the day of the police admission test came closer and closer and a I realized how 



many others were also tiyaig to pass the test J went to 

Kawa-stn: I went to tsk Ms. T. about the conditions at the company I was inte r ested in. 

Wh^t kind ftf qwesdoai did yom aak yom homcfooa tcmchcri. com iggiftfg or 
odicfs? 

Sas-san: I asked about how to perform at the interview and how to answer various questions. 

San-san: Since I was taking a civil service examination, I asked about what kind of test 
would be given and when. 

Taj-san: I asked about how to perform at the interview. I didn't succeed at my first choice 
company and when I learned that, I went to ask about which company I should selea next and how to 
take the second examination so that I would pass. ^ 

Yama-san: I asked about the interview and about which company to select among the 
possibilitiesvailable. 

Ook-san: I asked about how to take an intemew. When I was reading company pamphlets 
and came across paits I did not understand, IwenttoMs. T. ortoF. High School graduates to ask for 
•ft #r pUifri AH of the contfu tff 

Suz-san: T Mlrg ^ %\%fnfith^ mirfi^nt: nf wminnriniw nnd ahftiit hniw tn take an interview. 

Sat-san: I asked about the content oT the examination. I also asked about where to find the 
booklets writtenby graduates cofltaifflnginformationaboutthecompanylwas interested 
Kib-san: laskedabGOtinterviewsandaboutthecompai^Iwasinterestedin. 
Ko-san: I asked about interviews and about the mood at certain companies, their size i^ 

of cqntalization, and vartoosfactsaboutthem. 

Hat-san: I asked about dvil service exams and where to find more information ab^ 
was interested in. Thenlaskedaboutinterviews.howtotakethem andhowtoanswerproperly. 

Nai-san: laskedaboutinterviewsandaborutthecompaniesthemsclves. 

Tai-san: I found the job on my own and therefore didn't have to ask about interviews oc 
things like that. I did talk about how to act in a situation in which I was indebted to people for having 
found me a job. 

Ara-sam laskedaboutthecompai^Iwasinterestedin. 

Yamo-sam I asked about the kind of work done at the company I was interested in, abou 
how many graduates of our school now work there and about the content of interviews. 

Uchi-san: I ask^d about what would be on the exam and about how many graduates were 
presently employed in the company I was interested in. 

Kami-san: I asked about the interviews and when I was uncertain as to which company I 
should attempt, I asked about how many graduates of our school were at each company so I could 
determine my chance of success . 

Kob-sam I asked about interviews. When I tooic the second exam, I felt very uneasy about 
whether or not I had passed, softalkedtomy teacheraboutthatfact. 

Ike-sam I talked about interviews and about the actual conditions for determining whether or 
not I would get the job I wanted. 

Yoko-san: I asked about interviews. After I went to the exam . I felt as if 1 had made an error 
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during the interview, was unensy and spent some time ttUdng tomy teacher about that. 

Kawa-san: I aiked about the company I was interested in and abom what 
should prepare before I went to the company. 

Did yoi get oy waraiaf « or mAwir ^ froM yowr teachers or commcIots? 

Sas-san: I did get some warmngs about how toperform in the interview. 

San-sam I died out my idea^ about the interview with my teacher. When I said I would 
answer a given question in one way, I was told to answer in another. 

Tai*san: I didntreceiveai^warningsin particular. 

Yanu-san: I was told to answer brightty and brisUy to questions at the interview. 

Ook*san: Idon'tremember.solmustnothavebeengivenany warnings. 

Suz-san: I waswamedaboutmyperformance at the interview exam. I was told that I should 
answer as Ireaily felt. 

Sat-sam I was told to be caref&l of my language during the interview and to make sure tha^ 
my clothes were well-pressed. 

Kib-san: Iwastddtomtkesurelusedpoliteianguageiq^proprtatdyduringth^ 
Ko-san: IwastddtousedpotitelanguageandtoanswerbrisUyduringtheinter^ 
Hat-san: Ididntgetanywamings. 

Nai-san: Hie interview at my company is particularly important so I was warned about 
various aspects of my performance. 

Tai-san: I didn'tget any warnings 

Ara-san: I was told to remember to be prompt when I went to visit the company I was 

Yamo-san: During the company visit and interview, I was told to be careful of my use of 
language. 

Uchi^san: During the company ^t and interview, I was to be careful of my use of language 
and what I wore. 

Kami-san: During the interview, I was to be careful of my language and make sure that I 
looked the interviewer in the eye when I answered. 

Kob-sam I am sure that I was warned about various things, but I can t remember anything. 
Ike-san: I waswamedaboutmyuseof language during the interview. 
Yoko-san: I was warned about my use of language during the interview. 
Kawa-san: I was told thjt I was too easygoing. 

Did yoi tnlt to yoif pfcata aboit tfce pfocesi of fiading a job? What did 
yo» tnlk ahoBt wiih tkemi 

Sas-san: I didn't have ai^ deep discussions with them. I told them that I wanted to be a dvii 

servant. 

San^san: From the time I was in junior high school I knew that I wanted to become a dvii 
servant and my parents knew this. B^yondthatldidn'tdoanyparticulartalkingwiththem. 

Taj-san: I felt finding a job was my work and so I told them nothing except the results of the 
exams and what I had decided to do. 
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Ytma-sao: ididfltdoAnyspecultalkmgexcepctotdlthmtl^ 
Ook-m: I didnt do tny special taUdog with them, bm did teU them 

taketheentrancetesL 

Suz-san: ItddthemwMcAcompaiiylhadclioseaandtdxdthemfcrtheirnodof ap|^ 
Sat'San: I didn't tell my parents aqnhing and decided everythiflg far myself. 
Kib-san: I didn't t^li my parents much, but did tell them wha^ company I had decided on. 
Ko-san: I told them where I was going to take the entrance exam and tolff them a little about 
tbccompany. 

Hat-san: I tdd them thai I was going to attempt a dvil service test rather than a company 
exam. That was about all. 

Nai-sam I didn'ttalk to them. 

Tai-san: Ididn'tdoaoyspeddtaildmgtothem.bmididdoastbeyaskedinli^ 
Ara-sam italkedtothemwhenlwasabouttodecideonmycbQice of company, 
lamo-tani 

They knew that I waitted to find a job after graduation. I did talk to them several 
timesaboutwhatkindof job I was suited for. I had to decide between dvil service and a private 
compai^ and by myself I chose a compai^. 

Uchi-san: I talked with them, e^>eciallywith my mother aboutthe type of job! was suited 
for. They helped me with their advice and then I decided. 

Kimi^niL* I had two choices and told them. We often talked and they told me which one they 
preferred and diat was New Japan Securities where I found my job. 

Kob-san: I told them I wasgoiiy to take an entrance exam. Otherthanthatwedidn'ttalk. 

Ike-san: I didn't talk to my parents. 

Yoko-san: They knew from sometime ago that I wanted to be a policeman. Itookthetestand 
learned that I had passed and told them. 

Kawa-^* I didn*ttalktomy parents. 

Sas^san: I didn't go to aigr companies. 
San-san: I didn't go to ai^ companies. 
Taj-san: I went to my company but don't remember when. 

Yama-san: I went to my company on 28 September as far as I remember. I met the personnel 
manager and brought my personal p^ers f or in^>ection. 

Ook-san: I went to visit my company atihe end of August. I was not shown where people 
work, but did talk to the personnel manager and had an inteniew. 1 was given a simple arithmetic 
test 

Su2-san: When I first went to the company at the end of August I was given a test. 
Sat-san: Iwenttothecompairyinthemiddle of August. I had an interview. 
Kib-san: I didnt go for aiqr special visit. 

Ko-san: I went first in the middle of September and two more times. I listened to an 
explanation about the company and how it works. 
Hat san: I didn'tgofor any special visit. 
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. . > Mai^sin: Iwefltatthee&dafSepcmberttndhAdanixtte^ 

Tii-sto: I weflidorixigsafflmervacitiQajimbefQrelhtd^ I 
had an interview and was shown the area in which the computers are iised 

An-san: Iweotattheendof Angnst. I talked to the president and to a member of personnel 

and was shown tround the company. 

Yamo-san: Iwenton 13 September to the company. I saw a smaller branch ofQce and then 

was shown the main headqxiartersin Otemacfai. 

Uchi-san: Iwenton 13 September to the company. I saw a smaller branch oOice and then 
was shownthe main headquanersin Otemacbi . 

Kami-san: IwenttothecQmpanyon23SeptemberandtooiatesL 

Kob-san: When I went for the second day of ezaminatioAS, I was shown a little bit of the 
mainheadqiiart«inKana^a. Otherwiseldidntmakeany special visit. 

Ike-san: I went at the end of August and took a test. 

Yoko-san: IdidgetaciuuicetovisitthenudnpoUcesution,bTititwasn'tmxich. 

Kawa-sam Iwenttotbecompanyinthemiddle of September. 

Hgw MMMf eaft ^"*^ « take? Did woTi do aar apccinl mdyiati for 

II 

Sas-saa: I took two exams. I practiced with an exam preparation book and took a mock 



exam. 



exam. 



San-sin: I took two exams. I practiced with an exam preparation book and took a mock 



Taj-san: I took two exams. I bought an exam preparation book and studied it. 
Yama*san: Itookone exam and did no particolar studying. 

Ook-san: I took one exam. I knew I wasn't good at jun^(Chinese characters) or IQ tests so 

I bought books in order to practice. 

Snz-sam Itookoneexam. I practiced lun^and word combinations using kan^ 

Sat-san: Itookoneexam. I studied for the ka^andgeneralknowledge sections. 

Kib-san: I took two exams. I bought some books and did a little studying. 

Ko-nn: I took one exam and visited the company three times. I practiced beforehand at IQ 
tests, general knowledge and composition. 

Hat-san: Itookoneexam. I was getting ready to take a second exam with an IQ test so 1 
studied. I took a pruxiceeatam and read the newspiper everyday so that I wo^^ 

Nai-san: I took one exam. I studied for the general knowledge and IQ tests. 

Tai-san: Since I ody had an interview I didn't have to do any spedal kind of studyi^ 

Ara-san: Itookoneexam. I studied for the general knowledge and composition sections. 

Yamo-san: Itookoneexam. I bought a practice book and studied the general knowledge and 
IQsections. At school I took apractice exam. 

Uchi-san: Itookoneexam. I studied for the exam with a practice book, took a mock exam 
andreadthe ncwspq>erheadlines everyday tofamiliarizemyself with current events. 

Kami-san: l took one exam which was completed for the most part when I went to visit the 
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company. I booght a practice book for the 10 and general knowledge sections but in the end I didn i 
study ai all. 

Kob-san: I took t^o exams- Dvring summer vacation I bought a practice book ^hich I 
studied off and on. I tooktwoorthrcc mock exams at school. 

Ike-san: I took two exams, but didn't do any particular studying for either of them 

Yoko-san: 1 took one exam lasting two days. At the end of sumimer vaGarion I bonght a 
practice bock and studied from it. 

Kawa-san; Employment was decided for me ai the time I went to visit the company so I 

didn't have to study at all. 

What was the r ^•t^nr yomr efllfatiice tztml 

Sas-san: The first exam included a general knowledge exam, an IQ test and a composiuon. 
The second exam was an interview . The most difficult part was the general knowledge exam. 

San-saa: The exam included a general knowledge exam ano an IQ test. The general 
knowledge test covered many different areas and studying for it was lots of work. 

Taj-san: The first choice company's exam was a test in Japanese , mathematics and English , a 
composidon, an IQ toiand an interview. The second company exam was an IQ test, an interview and 
acompositioflL Neiiherexamhadaparticularlydifficultsection. 

Yama-san: I had to takje a timple general knowledge exam and had an interview . 

Ook-san: 1 had an IQ t«t» an interview and a medical. The IQ test was not particularly 
difficulL The interview was held with the company president and I was very nervous. 

Suz-san: 1 had a gencnd knowledge exam, a medical, and an interview. The most difficult 
section wasiiie geurrai knowledge test. 

Sat-SMtt: lhadaninterview,acomposiiion. a general knowledge test, and a medical. The 
general knowledgetest included English and was very difficult. 

Kib-san: Myteatinduded ageneral knowledgetest. a composition, an IQ test, and amedical. 
The English in the general knowledge exam wt s difficult as was the composition with the title , " My 
Life as a Member of Sodecy . " 

Ko-san: My teat included anintervicw, an IQ test, a composition, and a general knowledge 
test. Nothing was particularly difficult, but I was very nen7ous during the interview. The title of the 
composition was, "On Becoming a Member of Society." 

Hat-k - I had two exams. The first exam consisted of general knowledge, a J^anese test 
and an interview. The second aam was anotherinterview and amedical. TheJapanese exam asked 

us to give definitions of words and was rather difficoit. 

Nai-san: Mytestwasageneralknowledgetest.aninrerview.andacompoation. Thegeaeral 

knowledge section was the hardest. 

Tai-san: ] only had one very simple interview thai Ijjied 10 minutes. 

Ara-san: I had a general knowledge exam, a composition and an interview. No section was 
pariiculariylifficult. 

Yamo-san: The first exam included general knowledge in Japanese language, mathematics, 
English, social studies and science and then I was asked to write a composition. The second exam 
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wiSiaiflterviewandtinedictl. The general luiowledgt;secti(mwisdifficalt. 

- • ' -Uchi-sin: The first teft was in J^Mnese language, mathematics, English science and sodal 

studies. ThentherewasacQmposition,aninterview,anIQtestandamedical. 

Kaffli-sam Mytestconsistedof an interview, a general knowledge test and an IQ test. The 
test was not patticalarly difficult, but during the IQ test the movements of the person next to me made 
me nervous and I felt I didnt do my besL 

Kob-san: I had a general knowledge test, a composition, an interview and a m The 
medical was the most difficult part of the exam because it was so thorough. 

Ike-san: Mytestwasaninterview,acompositiQnandageneralknowledgetest. Nochingwas 
particulariyliffinilr 

Yoko-san: Thefirstsectionwasageneralknowledgetest,anIQtestandawOmpositiQn. The 
second section was another IQ test, another composition, a medical and an interview. The third 
section was a personalis inventory done in a group v Jb lots of questions fired at us in order to 
detennineexactlywhatwewoulddoinagivensiniation. The medical exam was vety difficult. Many 
docun were |vesenL We were led into a room and examined in every pait of our bodies in 
everyone, ^nry will •» hg living together in a dormitory, the examiners pay particular attentian to 
skin diseases. 

Kawa-san: I had an interview, an IQ test and a composition. The interview was the most 
difficult 

How <lo yo» feel riffct mow nayw look t the job yo« arc abomt to bcgia? 

Sas-san: i am confused because I dontknowexactlywhatkindofwork I will be doing. 
San-san: Since my job hasn't been confirmed, I only want to get that confirmation in my 

hands. 

Taj-san: Ihavemy anxieties about beginning a job. My free time will diminish and now I 
want to enjoy as much fn^^*«««*^^ as possible. 

Yama-san: I don't know what I will be doing but I think it will be duilculL 

Ook-san: I won't be able to do what I want because I won't have fi^ time. I want to enjoy 
fflyselfwMlethere is still time. 

Suz-san: Half ofme is very excited and expectant; the other half is worried. 

Sat*san: I don't know what I will be doing and so I am worried. 

Kib-san: My life will change when I become a vorking person so I am worried. 

Ko-san: I fed I don't want to work. 

Hat-san: lamconccrnedbecauselhaven^tbccnnocificdaboutexactlywhatlwiUbedoi^ I 
do know I will be working and want to do my best 

Nai-san: I am worried and don't want to work. 
Tai-san: I am worried and I am excited. 

Ara-san: I am worried, but am excited aboutbecoming a full-fledged member of society . 

Yamo-san: I womed that I don't know exactly what I will be doing, but iht same time I 
have no particulririy strong feelings about beginning a job . 

Uchi-iian: I don't have any particularly strong feelings about becoming a member of society 
and bavebegun to feel as if I don't want to work 
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Kami-siii: I tm worried tLtt I won't !ible to cot out of wort. Wbea I was t scodeot I 
could cut diss. I don't tncm whether or not I will be tble to do my job well or what to do with the 
SftlirylreceAve. 

Kob-sao: lamwoniedbeccosetheiifeaftpoUcecadetseemsveryrestriaed. 
Ike-stn: I will have to get up earlier than before and am afraid I will not be able to uo so. 
Yoko-sam I am scared because in the first year I won't be able to go home to my parents for 
more than afew days. Police academylife doe:t not seem pleasanL I am very worried. 
Kawa-san: I am wonied about whcchr not I will fit in to company life. 
Wten wiU yoi rtait yowf joha? WiU ▼oi tav f i fuming iwsriiMl Mtttr vou 

Sas-san: Iwillbq^onl>^. I don'treaUyb&owifthere will be a training period. 

San-san: If IdogetplacedJwillbeginittAprilwithatFBimngpenodaf about21 di^s. 

Ti^-san: Iwillb^onli^nl. Tbefirsttbreemonthswillbetraining. In July I will receive 
my con^Mny identificattoncard andbecome ar^ularemplc^ee. 

Yama-san: AttheendofMarchwewiUhtve atraining session andafterthttworkbegi^ 

Ook-san: Idontknowif thtrcwiUbeatrainiiigperiodbecausenonocificadonhasam 
from the company. Idoknowtbatregularworkbeginsonl^iril. 

Soz-san: Training will be from 11 March to the end of the month. I b^ regular wcrk on 1 

April. 

Sr^ -nn: I ha:ve another i^isit to the company planned in a few weeks and wiU then ask 
details. Rigm now I dont know about wheA work begins or about the training period. 

Kib-san: I don't exactly know. I should get a notice in the mail around 1 March telling me 
details abontt training and the biyinniflg of work. 

Ko-san: Qn20Februaiy there wiU be a meeting at the uimpany when the details will be 

decided. IwiUgetaleoersoonaftertbatabouttbetrainingsession. 

Hat-san:TrainingwillbeingsometimeafterlSMarch. Workformallyb^ins on 1 April. 

Nai-sam Work begins on 1 Afni but before that there should be atrainin^ ^eriod» but I have 
notyet heard details. 

Tai-san: AtestwiUbegiveninMarchandduringthebeginningofthemonthlwillgotothe 
compai^ to prepare for the exam. The entrance ceremonywill be held on 30 March. Tberewillbeno 
special training period » but I will be trained while I do my job. 

Ara-san: Work begins on lA^ and before that it seems that there wiU be a training perio^^ 
Yamo-san: The entrance ceremonyis on 1 April. Training willlastforthreemonthsfrom thai 

date. 

Uchi-san: The entrance ceremony is on 1 From 2 to 4 months after that time we will 

Qodergo training at a school. 

Kami-san: Wort begins on 1>^. Training will be for 2 or 3 days and we will pracuce 

penmanship. 

Kob-san: The entrance ceremony is probably on 1 April. For one year I will be at the police 
academy. 

Ike-san: Training begins in the middle of March. Soon after that we will have the emrance 
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Yoko-saa: We wiUhtvecheefXtrtnce ceremoiiyiAtheffl^^ In the middle of 

>^iril I will begin sCQdyisg n the police academy for oae year. After that then I mil become a 
policeman o&abeat. 

Kiwa*sa&: Wocib^ins on 1 April. We wiU have traimng for several months after wMcb 
time I will become aregnlaren^oyee. The first assignment will be for several years and is designed 
to help me learn the scope of the compai^'s business. 

Wfcgt etaetf T win yow be ^| | ^ g oapMy? What will be th e cotem of 
yof job? DoyomfcglitwiU bamoMiiewitbyomrpcfioaaUtT? 

SaS'San: Iwil woric the Koto-Jm Ward CXBce, but I don't know what I will be doing so I 
cant ftally judge. I do think I will like o£&ce itL 

San-sam I hsve passed the test to wori: at the post office, bm the job has not yet been 
confirmed. I would be doing office work, but I dont know whether or not I am suited for that kind of 
work. 

Taj^san: I wiU be in the business section of HiranoSted Company. For the first six months, 
I will be the wareboQse wmcfaman. 

Yama^san: I think I am weU suited for the service indosffy and therefore chose a sal 

Tsuruya Yoahi Compaiqr. 

Ook^ My job will be office wort and an occasional use of compctter at Fuji Bank 
Computer Service Ccflter. I don't know CMCtly what I will be doing nor whether or not I will be 
suitedforiL lintendtodomybestatwhateverjoblamgiven. 

Suz-sam I will do office work at Tdkyc Sogo Bank. I dont know what ezat^y I will bf 
doing » but I do feel I will like being in an office. 

Sat*san: I will be in the office of Itohin Spinning Company. Until I try the work I will not 

know how I like it 

Kib-san: I will be doing office work at Toho Riyon Company, but I don't know cxtoly 

what 

Ko-san: I wiU be doing office wo* at Tooyo Manufacturing Company, and I fed I wi 

iL 

Hat-san: I will dang office work at the Ji^mnese House of Representatives, but don't have 
any f^er details. I do feel that I am more suited for office work than for sales. 

Nai-san: I don't know exactly what I will be doing at Shinto Paint Company but have a 
feelinglamnDtparticularfywellsuitedforit. My titleisrcsearch assistant. 

Tai-san: I wiU be entering dau into a computer at Sanyo Computer Service Company 
always wanted to do office w«t and handle computers so I think I am weU-saited f^ 

Ara-san: I wiU be doing some kind of work connected with paim research at Shinto 
Company.butdontknowdetails. ImayormaynotliketheworL 

Yamo-san: I wiU be a telephone operata for NTT and need to try working before I can decide 

whether or not I will like it. 

Uchi-san: I wm be atelephone operator at NTT and feel I will like the work. 

Kami-san: I will oo office work at New Japan Securities Company, but don't know what I 
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feel that I will be able to handle the work whatever it is. 

Kob-saa: First! will be a police cadet and later a policemaa. I will patrol public areas, defend 
the lives (tf people aaddtrecttfiffic. Im^aotlikethejob. 

Ike^san: I will be in thf m n^^^g ^ HIimq Steel Company ami maybe working with 
computers. The description of my job has gradually changed over the months. I won t know if I like 
the job unless I try it, but i do want to work. 

YokD-san: I wiU be a poLce cadet for the city of Tokyo and will learn about all aspects of my 
job as apoliceman. Later I will be able to indicate what kind of job I would like to do, but I must be 
contentwith the work assigned to me. I would prefer to be assigned to the criminal section. 

Kawa-san: I chose Anamizu Company. I will be working and be content with whatever I am 
assigned. 

W^doyOTagcdtohcawrM CttfoaccYaiatartTWiobsi 

Sas*san: ibdievethatrelationsbetweenpeoplewiUbediincultformetoadjustto. 

San-saa: IhopetobewokingitthepoAQfficeandreladonsbecweett 
Iwill have to deal with the poblicandthiawQatbe easy. 

Taj-san: Rdtfioos between people wiU be importanL I am not very good at using pobte 
language so I will undoubtedly be comcted by my superiors. 

Yama-san: Inmyw(rtplacetherewiUbeonlywomenandinthatconnectionIwillhavelots 

of difficuhiea. 

Ook-san: Tboearemanypeopleworkingattfaiscompanysolfflustgetusedtodealingwith 

people. 

Suz-san: Relations betweenpeople will be very impoctant 
Sat-sam The office islacge and I wiU have to p^aitentionto relations betw^ 
Kib-san: Iwill have to pqr attention to relations between people. 
Ko-san: I will havetopaytftenttontorelations between people. 

Hat-san: I will have to watch the language I use with my sopedors, but beyond that I don i 
thinklwiU have any particularproblems. 

Nai-san: Iwillhavetopayattendontorelationsbetweenpeople. 

Tai-sam MyofficeisfuUafpeoplemuchalderthanmeandlwiUhavetopiyaitentionto^^ 

language I use with them. 

Ara-san: EvetyoneintheofQceisaresearcherandsoImusttreatthemwithfespea. 

Yamo-san: In my office there will be only women and I must treat those older than me with 

respecL 

UcU-san: I must treat those older than me with respect 

Kami*san! Itfainkitwill benecessarytoberespectfol to those aboveme. 

Kob-san: Iwillhavctobeawareof many things in my job, cspedaUy since we all have 

rankingswhich must be respected. 

Ike-san: Iwillhavetobeawareofmaiq^thiflgsinmyjob. 
Yoko-sam Iwillalwiyshavetobecarefolandhaverespea. 

Kawa-sam I think relations with people wiU be difficult. The company deals with gasoline 
and I will always have to be careful when working there. 
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Pftw will yowt f ^IPf ^ ^hcfl yo« get fotig? 

- - - ^tf-f^«* TTp to flf^w I have a fliid^, md lott crf thiflgs were forgiven. I will become a 
mtmoet of sodey tad have to iwune the fesponaibilities thaf enfuils. I feel tiAt I will have to shape 
up. 

Sin-san: When I was in school, I had fhends When I have a job. my life will be a bit sad. 

Taj-saa: When I was in school, it was possible to oversleep and q)pear for the second hour 
and not the first and my teachers were indulgent with me When I have a job I won't be able to do 
taythinglikethaL 

Yama-san: I thtn^ the morning rush hour will be awful and I will have to wear nice clothes 
everyday. 

OolL-san: Whenlwasastudent,my teachers were indulgent with me. As I enter society I 
will not be granted such indulgence and will have to be responsible. I will have to begin in the early in 
themoniing. 

Suz-ian: Iwillhavetopi^closeattentiontomyuseoftime. 
Sat-san: I will have to be careftil of my use of time. 

Kib-suL T^Vn^t ^^n^ tnylifgwill diMge that mudi.hlit I will have todo overtime afld Stay 
late atthe office. Upunial now /have beenoccuptedoalyuncil afternoon, and af^ 
time. Imustleamtousemytimewell. 

Ko^san: When I was a student, I didnt have to be as responsible as I will have to be as a 
working person. I will also have make good use of my time. 

Hat-san: Up to now my time has bv^ my own. For instance, I could avoid people that I 
didn't like when I was a student, but as a working {>erson that won't be possible. 

Nai*san: I will have to be careful of noiy use of time 

Tai*su: I don't think my life will change that much, but I will have tn do overtime and sti^ 
late at the office. Up.tonowlhavebeen occupied only until afternoon, and after that I had my own 
time. Imustleamtousemytimewell. 

/iM-san: Up to now I have been J':^£etting to lessons in the classroom. Soon I will be 
working and na justlistening. 

Yamo-sam Uptonowlhavebeenlivinganinditrerentlife. From now on I will be talking to 
people above me and must watch my language and I hope to shi^ up at bit 

Uchi*san: I fed I will be changing in many different wi^, and most of all! hope to shape 

up. Ifeeltherhythmafmylifewillchangegrtilly. 

Kami-san: The part that will change the most is my mornings Up to now I could get to 
school in 3 minutes and could wear a uniform. It will take me a long time to get to work and I must 
weargooddotheseveryday. Manythings will change. 

Kob-san: As I planned years before, I will live away from my parents. My life will become 

moreresuicted. 

Ike-san: Myuse^^timewillbeformallyres&rictedbytbecQmpany. 

Yoko-san: Up to now, I only had to obey school rules. From now on I must be careful to 

obey all of sode^s laws. 

Kawa-sam Who should come early to work and who should work overtime at work has 
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tireadybeendetffmifled, somy lifewmbem^^ 

- - ^^mm t^'i^ ft wiff jam to icttle i m to yow iohi? 

Sis-san: T xln^^ will mg about 3 yetfs to settle in, bm I may be faaar . 
San-san: Itiii2±itiriUtal£melrQm3to47e«n. 
Taj-san: i think i will ggt pied to the wort f airiy swiftly. 
Yama-san: Ithiflkitwilltakemeamoflth. 
Ook-saA! I think it will take me Smooths. 
Snz-san: ItfainkitwiiltakemeS months. 
Sat-san: ithinkitwilltakemeSmoittbs. 
Kib-san: Ithtnkitwilltakemeiialfayeartosectleiji. 
Ko-sam 1 tt^^^ it will take me more than 6 months to settle in. 
Hflt-san: I think I will get used to the work f airiy swiftly. 
Nai-san: Iddnkitwilltakeme Smooths 
Tai*san: lthinkUwilltakeme6moothsattheleast. 
Ara-san: It will take me ar least 2 or 3 moitths but less than 6 months. 
Yiwo*san: I think I will settle in after 8 months. 
Udi'-san: ItUnkitwiUtakemeZyears. 
Ktffli-tt2: 1 think I will take me lor 2 months to settle in. 
Kdb-san: I have no idea, botanomeitwill take me quite a long time. 
Ike-san: Uwilltakemefiromdmonthitclyear. 
Yoko-san: ithiokitwiUtakemealifecimetoadjusttoaUthethingsImTiftdo. 
Kawa-ian: It wiU lake me 2 to 3 years to learn the firtt job I am to do. After that I wiU 
change and it will again take time before I settlein. 
What wm dft with tfc ^ «t«T 

Sas-san: I would like to be thrif^ io my use of money. I want to save whatever money I 
have left over. 

Saa-san: I will have to spend money to live. I also want to attend coUcge at night and must 

use some of my salary to pay toirion 

Taj-san: iwanttogivescmemoneytomyparcnts and thercsti will spend asllike. 
Yama-san: I would like to save some money, but w>^ also liave to spend money on 
Ook-san: SincelwanttogooaatripabroadJwiUtrytosavehalfofmy Iwillbe 

working inRoppongi (an entertainment discriaincentt^ 

with my fellow workers and that will cost money. 

Suz-san: Iwanttosavemoneyandwiththercmainderlwouldliketobuy dothw^ 
Sat-san: Iwillspendmoneytolive, savesome^andbuytbethingslwant. 
Kib-san: I will spend money on living and the rest on doing things I want to dc. 
Ko-san: I wiUspeod money on fiving and for pocket money. I wiU also give some m^^^ 

my parents and what is lef. I will save. 

Hat-san: For one or two years expenses will be high. 
Nai-san: I will usemy money on living utid buying clothes. 
Tai-san: Itwillcostmoneyto live, butlalsowantio save. 
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Ara-san: It will cottmoney to live and bizy clothes. I dont know if I will be able to save. 
- * '-Yamo-san: I would liJke to give my parents money for food and with the rest I buy ^ 
want and save. 

Uchi-san: I will give some money to my parents and buy what I want, but I also want to 
travel abroad so I will save money , too. 

Kaffli-sam I will save half of my money and spent the other half to buy clothes and other 
things I want. 

Kob'San: I Tfill give moneyto my parents and will spend the rest on living. 

Ike-san: I will give some to my parents and spend the rest on myself. 

Yoko-san: I don't think I will have any way to spend what i receive, so I will give most of 
my salary to my parents. 

Kawa-suL I will give some to my parents and spend some on what I want. lamasecaid 
sor , so I inust think about savings or my ftoore will not be good. 

How mmck will yoif initial aalfy coftk^ to? Will yoi get a boawa? At what 
nu will yoir Mtoy ^f^-^"? 

Sas-sam Myiiiitialsalaiywill be ¥107,800 per month. Iwillhave bonuses twice a year but 
I don*t know how mMtty months of salary I will receive. I don't know ai^thing about salary 
increases. 

Stn-san: My initial salaiy should be about ¥100,000 per month. Therewillbeabonus, buti 
don't how much nor do I know how much my salary will increaK per year. 

Taj-ssn: Mysabuy^ ill beabout¥lOO,OOpermontb,butIdontkn0wanything else. 

Yama-san: My salary will bt just over ¥1 10,000 per month and I will be paid for overtime. 
My bonus for the first year will be 3. 8 months. Yearly increases will be about ¥9 ,000. 

Ook-san: Myinitialsalarywillbe just over ¥100,000permonth. I don't know about bonus, 
but my salary should increase ¥10,000 per year. 

Suz-san: Myinitialsalarywill be about ¥100,000permonth. My salary will increase every 
year, but not by much. I recall being impressed by how large my bonus was. 

Sat-san: Myinitialsalarywillbe just over ¥100,000 per month. I don't know about my 
bonus and I onlyrememberthatmysalaryincreases will notbe large. 

Kib-san: My initial salary will be just over ¥100,000. I don't know how much my salary 
will ijicrease per year. I will have bonuses twice ayear amounting to 5 months of saltiry. 

Ko-san: My salarywiUbe justover¥100,000permonth. Bonuseswilltotal5.7monthsand 
increaseswiU be about ¥5,000. 

Hat-san: My basic salary will be ¥90,000 per month. In addition, I will receive transporr 
costs. I don't know how much my salary will ixicrease per year but I will receive a bonus of 3 S 
months salary twice a year. 

Nai-sam My salarywiUbe about ¥100.000 per month. Theincreases will be ¥10.000 The 
bonus will be only 2 months the first year. 

lai-san: Mybasicsala;ywillbe¥lll,OOOpermonth. The mcrease will be ¥10,000 per year 
with 2 bonuses ayear of 4.5 months salary each. 

Ara-san: My basic salary will be just over ¥100,000 per year with increases of ¥10,000 per 
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jtts. Tbe first yetrs boiras will be 2 months stUuy which increases ::o 4 months after the first year. 

Yamo>stn: My inititl salary wiU be just ovtf ¥90,000 per month with 
T3,000 per year. The bomueswiU be twice a year consisting of 4. 7 months salaiy each. 

Ucfai-san: My initial salaiy will be jtut over lfSO,000 per month with increases of about 
T3,000 per year. TbebonQseswiUbecwiceayearconaistmgor4.7monthssalaryeach. 

Kami-san: My basic nlary will be just over ¥110,000 per month. Bonuses will be twice a 
ye&r, but beyond that I have forgotten. 

Kob-san: My salary the first year, because I will be a cadet, will be just over T130,000. 
After the first year when I have graduated fhm the academy , the saU^ 
month. BQauswillbeSmonthssalarygiventwiceayear,bmInuynaremembere£ac^ 

Ike*san: Mybastcsalaf7willbeTlOO,OOOpermonthandthatisallIhn0w. 

Yoko-san: My sabay the firstyear, because I will be a cadet, will be ¥130,000. Mybonos 
will be given twice while I am in school and will total about ¥500,000. After I have graduated, the 
salary will increaseto¥170,000per month. Mybonnsaflerthefirstyearwillincrease to ¥650,000. 

Kawa-san: My basic salary will be ¥120,000 per month. There will be a bonus, but beyond 
thtf I don't know. 

Do ytm tMm^ yiw wiU he able to Hwe iadcpeadMtiT ttf YOlf WCitaT 

Sas-san: At first, I will not be able to leave home because of economic conditions. After 
some yearsi doplan to leave home to Uve on my own when Ihave the economicabili^ 

San-san: Tbe first year I will not be able to live on my own. But I would like to live on my 
own as soon as possible. 

Taj^san: I have a desire to leave home, but as I have been thinking about it I know I wouldn t 
enjoy ^^^Hng my own food or washing my own clxhes. I have more or less decided not to leave 
home. 

Yama-san: I don't think I will live onmy own. Economically, it will not be possible. 

Ook-san: I would like to like to live on my own, but I have watched my older brother who 
lives onhis own and his life seemsratherdifiicalt. I don't think I will try to live alone. 

Suz-san: I dont think I will leave home. If I leave home, I will have to use money on many 
tMngs. I would rather savethatmon^. 

Sat-san: I don't want to leave home. 

Kib-sca: Idon'tparticularlyfeellwanttoleavebome. 

Ko-san: I don't want to leave home. 

Hat-san: My home is small, and I would like to Uve on my own- However, my salary will 
not be large and I would spend it all on living costs. In the end I will na leave home. 

Nai-saa: I now live with my parents and in order to save money I will not leave them. 

Tai-san: Economically speaking, itwouldbe impossible to leave. Until I marry I will depend 
on my parents for their support. 

Ara-san: When I get enough salary to be able to afford living onmy own, I wiU leave home. 

Yamo-san: I would lihe to live on my own. but at first it will be impossible to do so. When I 
get enough salary to be able to afford living on my own, I will leave home. 

Uchi-san: Iwouldliketoleavchomebutitwillbeimpossibletodosoforsometime. Idon't 
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want to come home to an empty qmrtment at nighL 

Kami-sam I would liie to leave home , but it is not economically possible for me so I will live 

athome. 

Kob-san: IwiUbe requiretoUveatthepoUceacadanyasofthebeginmngafApr^^ 

Ike-san: I would liie to leave home but it will be impossible for at least the first year. 

Yoko-san: The police academy lasts for one year and I must live there with all the other 
cadets . After that I will be able to live in bachelors' quaiters if I wish , but I will return to live with my 
parents alter the year in the academy . 

Kiwa-san: Myhomeisan^Mttment. As soon as I have the fonds to leave J would like to 

leave. s 
Do jmm U k luy im the compMy jom k^ve chr «^« jom retire? How 

loaf doywplMtort«Tit70Tfintioby 

Sas-sam Atthispointlplantoremainatthejobuntilretirement. 
San-sam I doat really know, but if I am able to graduate from universi^, I think I will 
changejobs. 

Taj-san: If I dunk about woridng until retirement I get a bad feeling. For right now I am 
thinking aboTE working for 3 yean at my first job . 

YtnuL*san: I would like to work as long as I can. Much will depend on the wishes of my 

huAand. 

Ook-san: I would like to work for a long time. Depoiding on my husband, I may change my 

mind. 

Suz-san: I would like to work as long as posiibie. 
Sat-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

Kib-san: I would like to wort at my first job for along time. If I many , I would like to do 

some other kind of work. 

Ko-san: I don't know about working until retirement, but I would like to work for a long 

time Mt my job. 

Hat-san: I don't want to wort until retirement, but if I many and my husband gives his 
approval, I would like to keep on working 
Nai-san: I want to wort for 3 years. 
Tai-san: I would like to wort for along time. 

Ara*san: I haven't thought about working until retirement but I would like to wort as long as 
possible. 

Yamo-sam Even if I marry, the job is one I can continue, so I would like to wort as long as 
possible. 

Uchi-san: I don't plan to get married, so I want to wort as long as possible at this job. 

Kami-sam Iwouldliketowortuntillammarriedandhavechildren. 

Kob-san: I believe I will wort until retirement. 

Ike-sam I would like to wort as long as possible. 

Yoko-sam If possible, I will wort until retirement. 

Kawa-san: I would like to wort as long as possible 
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^ ^ fL Will yol be iti ? T^*"^ yo» fc 12 Of 23 yetfs old? 

jrm yo« be 4^rf ♦fr^ 

Sis-saa: I will probably be doing the stme job. I don't think much will have changed in 5 
yearstune. 

San-san: In five years time I irin probably be going to night school and my job probably will 
not have changed. 

Taj-san: I don*tluu)wifI will be doing the same job. IwillbepracttcingsomeJdndof sport. 
Yama-san: If I have foouid the right personJwiU probably be married. 
Ook-san: Iwiil probably be wotingaill. I have for a long time warned to live in America 
so I wiU probably be fta<r^ English very hard. 

Suz-san: Ithinklwili Sill be doing the same job. 

Sat-sam ItfainklwillstillbeitthesamecQmpaiiydQingthesamejcb. 

Kib-san: I will be woiftiog. 

Ko-san: I don't know but I may not be woridng. 

Hat-san: Probably I will be still be working. 

Nai-san: IwiUbeworting.biiCprobablynotatthesamecQii.pai^. 

Tai-san: i wjy h# wnrWng atthg atmcyA and wiU have achieved certain qualifications after 3 

years. 

Ara-san: I think I wiUstiU be doing the »me job and I wiU probably be living 

Yamo-san: tfitisnotbarufJUunklwillstiUbedoingthesamejcb. 

Ucfai-san: IbeUevelwiUatiUbedoiBgthesamejob. 

Kami-san: If I do what I want I will be married. 

Kob-san: iwiUbebusyndyingforthepoUcepromotionexaminado 

Ike-san: I believe I will atill be working atthe same job. 

Yoko-san: ifiamativeJwiUbebQsystadyingforthepoUcepromotionexamina^ 

Kawa-sam IbeUeveIwill«iUbeworkingatthesamejob. 

Sas-nn: Ihivea'ttbOQghtaboatit.yoiiknow. 

San-san: I havent tbooghtabout it 

Taj-san: Whenlhaveinterestinmarriage.Iwillmarry. 

Yama-san: Iwoddliketomactywhenlamabontllyearsold. 

Ook-san: I haven't decided an age, but if I find I good mate, I would like to marry. 

Suz-san: I would like to marry when I am about 25 or 26 years old. 

Sai-san: I would like to marry when I am about 25 years old. 

Kib-san: Iwottldliketomarrybeforelam30yearsold. 

Ko-san: I would like to marry when I am about 22 yean old. 

Hatrsan: Iwouldliketomarrywbenlamabout20yearsold. 

Nai-san: I would like to marrywhen I am about 25 years old. 

Tai-san: I would like to marry before I am 25 years old. 

Ani-san: I would like tommy before I am 30 years old. 

Yamo-san: lhaven'treally thought about it, but I would like to many in my twenties. 
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Udu-san: I don't pkin to muny, but if I do, it will be when I am about 30 
- . ' -Kami-san: Iwonldlilcetomany whenlamabootll or22yearsoid. 

Kob-san: It depends on my finances, but I would like to many by the time I am 30. 
Ike-san: I don't know yet 

Yoko-san: I would like to marry when I am about 40. 
Kawa-ian: I don't know yet 

Wfcat wiU roM f^i^t ''^^ ^ yoi ifc 31 or 32 yeara old? A job? Ilcfeats? 
Sas-san: I mi^wcii tie doing the same job. I don'tknowai^^thing about the rest. 
San-san: I would like to become a teauLer. If I am able to enter and graduate Irom college J 
would like to be teaching social science in a school. 

Taj-san: I wotild like to have opeaed some kind of school where I am teaching children. 

Yama*san: Ilikeddldren. If I am married, I will be busy raising my children. 

Ook'San: If lammarriedjwillbebusj^raiaing my children. 

SuZ'San: Iflammarriedjwilibebosytakittgcareofmychildfen. 

Sat^jan: IwillbemMted. Idon'tthinklwillbedoingthesamejob. 

Kib'San: I don't really know. 

Ko-san: If I am married, I will have 3 children. 

Hat-san: Ifl am married and have children, I will be at home raising them. Ifnot.thenlwill 

still be doip^ my job. 

Nai-san: EvenifIammarriedandhan^cMdren,IthinkIwillcQntinuewQrting. 
Tai-san: Evenif I am married, I thinki will continue working. 
Ara-san: Even if I am married, I think I will continue working but at a different job. 
Yamo-san: If I am married, I will be busy raising my children. On the other band, I may well 

still be working. 

Uchi'San: I will be working, but 't may not be at my first job. 

Kami-san: IwiUprobablybe4iarriedwith2duldrenandbebusypUyiDg^ 

Kob-san: Probably I will be married and at last settling down. 

Ike-san: Idontknowatall. 

Yoko-san: I would like to have become a plain clothes detective and be busy doing my work. 
Kawa-san: I haven't particularly thought about it. I may be working 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. MEUSHIMA 
PLACEMENT COUNSELOR 
^ " AT 

TANASHI KOOGYOOO KOOKOO 
(TANASHI INDUSTRIAL HIGH SCHOOL) 
TANASHI CITY, TOKYO 

Mr. Mizoshimagreedttaattherewasvoylialelire^^ 
the high school and the company. In the case of coatinimig on to higher education-Che oaiversicy , the 
jnoior college or the specialized school-the path is more dearly umlerstood by the public and the 
world. 

Some general topics for the discussion of student placement included the following questions: 
When students from an industrial high school decide to continue on to work upon graduation, by 
what means do they find the job they seek? Further, how does a company find the employees it 
seeks? And what rale does PESO, the Public Employment Security Office, play in the proce»? How 
does it occupy the middle ground between the high school and the company? 

A public high school, Tanaafai Industrial High School's 867 students in three grades are 
dividedintothreedepartmeittft-mnchine,architecturaldesignandcons^ Foundedbythecityof 
Tokyo 23 years ago (in 1963) in the western suburt)s, Tanashi has sent more than 5 ,000 graduates jn 
to jobs in the labor force. bl983212graduatesoutof a total of 265 found jobs (See Figures 1 and 2 
for graduation ttatifiics for 1983). Some ot the most common dfsrinations for graduates of Tanashi 
are to architectunl and coastrudion firms (See Hgures 3 and 4 for distribution of employed graduates 
by indosuy type for 1983). Oneolthedutiesof the school is to find out what kind of firm students 
wish to enter and then to he^ nuitcli them with the compai^ they desire to w^ 

Students complete 102 credits inindustrial high school, of which 54 are in general scodies, or 
the curriculum that every high school student completes , 42 are in their major area, plus 3 credits of 
homeroom and 3 for dub activities. The students tend to be weak in mathematics, generally 
completing 5 credits in the first yev, 3 in tiie second and only 2 in the third. Students in the general 
curriculum at other schools complete more math credits at more advanced levels. In science the 
students complete firs year high achod adence in 2 years, for a total of 4 credits, a^ 
third year for 2 more credits. This means that Tanashi students have only a minimal amount of 
chemifiry-only that covered in the first year high school science curriculum. 

A recent survey by Mizuahima revealed that half of the students entered Tanashi Industrial 
High School becauseitwastruly their cboice-theywantedthe education being offered. The other half 
indicated thatthey came out of expedience, becausetheywantedahigh school diploma and were not 
particular about what kind of tdgt school issued it Finishing high school was sufficient In the 
constn)ctionarea84majorsenteredthreeyearsagoandatthepreseMtime59seniorsr Twenty 
ofthosedropoutshavegoneontoschoolsthatteacbcooking. Each class loses q^proximately a loul of 
40 students by the time of ginduation. 

Th« counseling room is located on the first floor of the school building, to the nght of the 
principal's office. Students arc wncouragcd to visit the room any time they wish during their first. 
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second or third years of high school, but for the most part only th*rd year smdents utilize the room 
The counseling and placement staff consists of 6 members-one homeroom teacher from each of the 
three majors, one teacher concerned with placement to 2 and 4 year colleges and specialized schools, 
one teacher who serves as advisor for those seeking dvil service jobs» and Miznshima who deals 
exclusively with placement in companies. All of them have normal tftnnhing dmies as well , but at 
considerablyredncedlevels. 

First and most importantly, it is the duty of the occupational and placement staff of the school 
to provideinformatiQn to students. 

From the first year in high school the school conducts job education. In the middle of 
November about seven seniors who will proceed to various occupations are chosen to speak to first 
year students coacenui^theirpenQnal experiences with the employmemissoe^ Student speakers are 
encournged to relate their thoughts and changes in plans so the listeners can understand the kinds of 
choices they must face. Somedmeafter^theplacememcounsdorsorfaomeroom teachers apeaktothe 
first year students about actual hiring conditions-how mjuxy graduates went to which 
compaMies-ituring the homeroom period. Counselorj and homeroom teachers conaumtly stress the 
need to know oneself, to know what is wanted in terms of future employment. 

During the second year of high school the placement staff again provides information 
conceming the qrpes of jobs and companies available. The school tries to assess the employment 
needs of students by survey around the middle of their junior year of high school , but many students 
ghMg#> thmr tninris frntn tht titng Turtil the time of recnritmenttests the following October. Mocktests 
are also administered on a schod wide basis and for ccmparison with nati TbeTanashi 
curricuiiimincludespractical experience, conductedattheschool'sownfactories. During the practical 
period occupational counseUng and information are provided. The repetition of the same information' 
in different settings is considered to be very important. 

During the senior year students must actually choose a car eer path. 

On the other hand, the first thing a company has to do is to present to PESO approximately 
one year in advance a request •fniAiiftHftg how many woHrsrs will be recruited the following April. 
With this ioforsution the ttcniitment card is made. The recruitment card is an unpoctant document 
which provides the students with concrete information about the number of employees in the 
company, ageneral description of the job , andb^inning salary. 

The PESO office ^lies its stamp of i^>proval to the recruitment card and then it can be 
disffibuted. In Septemberthe individual school is visited by representatives from various companies 
who inform the school how many students are being sought. Another possibility is that the companies 
mail such specific job information to the school. Using the recruitment cards , the school informs its 
job seeking seniors of the existence of the various positions. 

In principle, Mizushima affirmed, it is the PESO ofTicc that handles information concerning 
the placement of ttudents in the labor force. In practice, it is the companies that send the 
^ftfi^nnriMii^M to the school to speed up the process of information disseminatioiL PESO is a very 
busy, bureaucratic place. It must be pointed out that the level of trust between all three parties is 
critical to theentire employment system. 

Although a possibility, it would be ridiculous to ask individual students to go to the PESO 
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iftice themselves and to is^mt about positions, tad such a step is almost never taken. The school 
could also go directly PESO and search for jobs for smdencs. but that method has vutually 
^SMfpemi since the PESO office- have simply become too busy to handle f us from individ ^di 
schools. 

The direa qyproach of a company to an individual student is stri ^ . umbited by law and 
would be equivalent to the brokerage of maiq)ower. The law states that employment exchange 
services can be supplied by PESO directly and by non-profit making organizations such as schools, 
tnule unions and professional associations. Under this prindpie companies and schools can have 
direa contaa with the placement counselon playing the major roles. Schools are more or less directly 
wiHitig their students to wodk in various pre-taigeted companies. This is a tncky middle ground , but 
is the method currently inuse. 

Since Tanashi has a history of 23 years, its graduates have gone on to positions in various 
companies. Thesamecompanyrepresentadvesr^ariyrenirntoTanashiwiththeirrec^^ 
for a ceftain noniber of graduates and they bring with them information ab 
pf^oos gradvates. With such a lo^g reialiQiiahip, every year it is possible to predict which 
companies inU be ccmin^ again with their requests. Thus, the school placement officials know the 
general mab^ up of the most important companies and the process of matching students with 
companies becomes simplified. The kind of jobs that present employees do can be verified with 
information obtained directly fhunprevious graduatesnow working at those companies. 

If the school or student goes to PESO and searches through the recruitment cards, the process 
is infinitely more difficult. The number of companies is great and itis impossible to know much abcTi: 
any of them or their working fym^tr^* without considerable study. Even a calculated gdf^ likely 
tobeincorrect. 

In rh*«Ty inatMn^ flf ttndMta with ctmpanies is done based on the wishes of the student. In 
one year 1.000 companies send rcouitment cards to Tanashi Industrial High School, a ratio of 
virtually S companies to every senior seeking employment The cards are bound in some 26*27 
volumes. From the pQiifi<tf view of the school, not aU request are impropriate for th^ 
whose majors arr machine, ardutectoral design and construction. The school feels its graduates 
should be placed in jobsin manufacturing, in electricity related companies, in automobile production, 
in other words, in jobs related to their school training. Companies like those are eamuffked by the 
school, and given special status in their information system. A separate file of those companies' 
current pamphlets is also maintained and ^or coded by the majon for which the jobs are intended. 
When all seniors have been placed, or at the end of the school year, the old pamphlets are removed. 
The students are asked to look at the recruitment cards and pamphlets to help decide which companies 
would suittheir interests and aapirat^onsfor employment. 

The recruitmect canls from other sectors, such as the food business, are maintained in 
separate files and any additional information sent fnsm such companies ^ 
keep students concentrating on the jobr for which they have been trained. University and specialized 
school announcements are also available in a separate file. Other compendium publications contain 
facts about specialized schools. Extra copies of such volumes are given away to students. 

One of the guiding principles in job placement by the school and in selection of majon by 
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stQdests is that graduates ahoold enter jobs for whicta they have bad spediic trakdxig. Some 
ezcepcigns exist biit are limited to the foUowiflg type of case: A constractioji company puts in a 
raquest for a machine stodent bectose the iind of worker needed is oiu: who can adjust and repair 
equipment Thus, even though a compai^ would normally take constradion nuj 3, it needs a 
student from rhe machine section. The machine graduates are in great demand since every kind of 
company needs to repair, adjust and maintain its machines. However, machine students are usually 
rductanttotiysuchaffersandtendtupreferfactones^typicaUyintheau^ Another 
example might be of a request for a machine major by a department stare for wort in 
elevatcr/escaltor/boiltaaintenance. 

Qdy a few students applyto become dvil servants, less than 10 per year. The recruitment 
test is more difficult than the usuai company exam and the total number of i^iplicattons is relatively 
latge. Twenty years sgo nearly r^eoy students each year entered dther levd or national level 
bawcracy. Qvil service jobs are also normally connected with majors in high school, normally in 
theareasof architecture, conabuctiQnorpublic works. 

Thus crossing over and switches can occur, but for the most paft students are placed in jobs 
relating to the majors they have had in high school. Other cases can be dted where graduates have 
chosen to take jobs as cooks in restaurants or as bell bop in hotels, but such cases are truly an 
exception. 

Not until 1 October does the season for entrance examinations to companies begin, a 
restnctionthatis determined bylaw. 

Most students would like to enter the famous, lat]germQre powerful companies and so are 
generally in agreement as to which companies they would like to enter. The school is often faced with 
the followingproblem. 

A compai^ has an announcement that it wants one student from Tanashi; however, three 
students have indictted that they would like to work there. The school then must dedde which student 
will be the one to take the entrance test There is a discussion between the three students' homeroom 
teachen and the placement counselor. In the end the school oCGdals dedde who will take the test. A 

apecial wnH mttatoHgyrih^thf^tntgrnal <g|grtifwi|mci>M fc9»nfli ITlit^ Occasionally when tWO 

students ar^ both exceedingly interested in a compai^which has advertised for only one, the school 
will allow both to take the entrance test Insuchacase, one of the two is certain to fail. 

Permission to take an emranc^ ^am from a school does not guarantee that the student passes 
or has assurance of employment. Passing the exam is equivalent to permission to begin work as of the 
following April on the part of the company and to the informal decision on the part of the student to 
choose that compai^ for employment Almost every exam indudes a personal interview, a written 
exam, a physical and a composition test The composition, more than testing ability to write, is used 
to assess the attitudes and feelings of the students toward their future jobs. Some companies 
administer an IQ test as well. In November a definitive pledge to work is signed after all tests have 
been passed and even then, the rare instance of a student withdrawing apromise of employment might 
occur. 

If students fail thm they mrist choose new companies and take second examinations. The 
exs ination period begins on 1 October and by 1 0 October most students have taken at least one exam 
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tad kaow tbe results. At TanasU Induscrial High school 75*76% of all tpphoim succeed on their 
firtftryitAfiefltrancecxtm. TheremtinderhtvetotryoflasecoiidQrthird. 

By the time of the second round of examinatioos, most famous first-^oice compmes have 
tilled their <{uotis so the quality of the compames left to choose from drops considerably. Those 
companies who have not yet fiUed their quotas contact the schod directly by fl^ That 
infonnatiQn is recbecked by the school and students are informed. Tbe undecided ttudeots then 
choose the nest exam. Some companies do not send out the information fast enough to the schools, 
and when a student inquires about a company not listed on tbe second round of exams, the school 
contactsthecompanydirectlytofindoutthecunmsituation. If the company still has openings then 
the student is free to tiy its exam. 

By the middle of November more than 95% of a semor class who desire to find employment 
have decided on a firm. Tbe remaining 5% are sdU in theprocessoftaldng the second or even 
entrance examinatiodi It is also possible for a student to be wavering between continuing education 
tnd taking a job. 

SdU other students han^ not taken steps toward either continuing their e^ 
employment. Time stodents are likdy to take the path of arobeita or pait time work, at 1 
something better come aloqg. Thesoidentmightuseaiq^oneafanumberarwiQ^tofindaparttime 
job-to ask directly at a compai^, to look in one of the vadous guides or in a newsp^er, to ask 
fiiends or relafives« to inquire via PESO. Again, tbe quality of a job, pi^ and working conditions 
found in this way wiU not be as high as for a job found vin the school. 

It is unlikdy that a student can enter a good company much later than after th^ 
company ay*"* The yhool assumes responsibility for helping to find jobs until May. or 

^)praximatdy rpromodiiths after gnuhiation on 10 March. Afterthattime, schools are prohibited by 
law from aiding students in their employment search. Two months after the date of graduation from 
high school the school ceases to have any connection or responsibili^ for getting a stud 

Qncestudentsha[vcsignedtlieir pledges and entered companies the question remains as to 
how long they will remain there. ki3aknownstatisticthit40%afthoseplacedquitwitfain3yearsof 
starting. '^lussituationisverydifrerentfnmitbatoftwen^Qrmoreyeanagowhen^^ 
was to remain in companies for the duration of their working life. A company might also go out of 
business necessitating a new job. Former high school placements then find employment at another 
company on their own using new s paper advertisements, job search books. PESO or another method 
PESO operates on a year nrond basis and offerings of new positions are always available. 

The other 60% r^nHnwng working beyond the first three years , but it is not dear how many 
will accuallyremain with thesamecompanyuntil retirement. 
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Figure 1: GraduitioflStitlisticsfof Tanashi Im^^ 1983 fTanaihi Yooraa 1984, p. 
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Figure 2: Graduation S^adsics for Tanashi Industrial High School by Per Cent, 1983 (Tanashi 
Yocran. 1984. p. 2n. 
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Figure 3: Diatribudoii of Employed Graduates by Indusry Type for Tanaihi Industrial High School, 
1983 CTanasfai Yoofafl. 1984. p. 21). 
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Figure 4: Percentage Distribution of Employed Graduates by Industry for Tanashi Industrial High 
School, 1983 (Tanashi, Yooran. 1984, p. 21). 
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INTERVIEW WITH 7 MACHINE STUDENTS 
AT 

• ' ' TANASHIKOOGYOOKOOKOO 

(TANASHI INDUSTRIAL HIGH SCHOOL) 
TANASHI-CITY, TOKYO 

I interviewed 7 smdeots, TtkebaiiA-sui, Wada-san, Gotoo-san, Hanata-saa, H^asU-san, 
Katoo-sa&, and Shigeoka-san, all members of the macfaijxe cnrricaluffl, at Tanashi Indoscrial High 
School. The interview with these semora was completed after compaiy cntraace wriminarions had 
been takenrnd represent theretctiotts of semonwhose immediate fmnreis decided. 

Tikcbau-saai 18 years old and the only female I interviewed at Tanashi, lives in Higashi 
MmyanuGty (to the noith and wesiGf Tanashi Qty) with he^ In ^xil she will begin a job 

woridng at Tachikxwa Spring Compai^ making car seats. 

Wada-m, 18 years dd, lives in Higashi Kurmne Gty (to the north and west of Tanashi, but 
east of Higashi Mnrayama Q^) with his parents. He will in April begin a drafting job at Hitachi 
TelecommiitticaiiQnsSystefflaComiMttry. 

Goloo-au,18yearsald,livesinNerima-lai(eastcfTanashi)withfa^ Hewantsto 
doajob wiring electrical drcQitsif be does not getinroTookaiJ^ 

HnuU-iaM, 18 years dd.Uves in Higashi KwrnieOty with his parent In April he will 
b^in a job dealing with the printing cf boob at Top^ 

H^nski-BU^lSyearsold.HvesittHigashiKvmeatywithhisparents. InAprilhewill 
b^jnajobinmachtneandcameramaggfactoringatKonishifobi Camera Company. 

Enioo-san, 18 years old, Hves in Mttaka with his parents. In April he will begin a job in 
beafingnuurafactoting atKoyooSeikoCQmpany. 

SUgeokt-so, 18 yean dd, lives in Nakano-kn (considerably to the east of Tanashi) with 
Msparents. InAprilbewiUb^inajobincvandtrockmannfactnringatHino Motors. 

Harre jm decided where yow wjH T^ftf fig nn\ T**T? 

Takibana-san: Yes. 

Wada-san: Yes. 

Gccoo-san: No. 

Hanata-san: Yes. 

H^ashi-san: Yes. 

Kaioo-san: Yes. 

SUgeoka-san: Yes. 

How did yoM decide oa yo»r jeba? 

Takebana-sam Ilookedatthematerialsavailableinthecoiinseliflgroom. 1 didn't want to ride 
a crowded trainin the morning so I first decided where I would like to work and then decided on the 
job. 

Wada-san: I wanted a job where I would nse my brain so I chose drafting. lalsowaoteda 
job noctoo far from my home. With these two timitatiani I was able to narrow my choices. 

Gotoo-san: If I search for a job, I will talk to my teachers and look at pamphlets and will 
decide after discussion. 
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Htnita-stn: WnHrin g t a p rifltiflg r^mpftfiy means wQfting in shifts, but the company I have 
chosen only wots m 2 shifts rather than the nsnal 3. In t compai^ with 3 shifts, my life would 
alwi^ be changing and I didfi't want that. I prefer a compai^ with only 2 shifts and choseit based 
oathosecxitena. 

HiQ^aahi-san: Italkedtomypareiitsandteachersandhad alwiq^wantiKltowat inalai^^ 
company. It wat aly? i mr<*^*"^ xhff m T^iyhi grtdnat^ were already employed at the firm. 

Kiftoo-san: I wanted a firm that was located in a qmet environment. Though bearings are a 
modest btntness, I think it is a growiixg one. 

Shigeoka-san: I wanted most of aU to work at a compaiiy that mamifacciired cars, especially 
onethatindudedtracks. There aremaiy companies that make trocks, like Mitmhiihi , but the largest 
isHiflO. 

Whem did fum kf rtff jn YrTr^ ^ * j** 

TakeiMfla-saii: IkaewprcAabiyiirQmthetifflelwasinelementaryschool. I knew for certain 
thatlwantedtofiiidajobiipoiigriAiaiiQiifromi^ 
no desireto attendumveni^. 

Wadt-na: lAmyaecomf or third year of imddleachod J decided to go to an industrial M 
school. IndudedinthatdecisiQiiwasihedecisiontofindajobiipongradi^ 

Gotoo^saa: Before I altered high school I thought I waitted to find a job after gra^ 
My graH^in tin% high school have been higher than I expected and I contemplated going to2 year 
college. Ihavetakenanentranceexambutdootkiiowtheresult. 

Hanata-sam From the time I was a second year student iii middle school, I wanted a job after 
middle school graduadoiL Kfyparentswereagainstmestartiflgajobthenandaskedmetofifiishhigh 
school. 

Htj^-san: I knew I wasted to fimi a job after high schod from the time! was a tb^ 
middleschoql student 

Katoo-saa: I had absolutely no desire to go to 4 year university. Around my first year in 
middle school I decided that I wanted to find a job after Mgh school. 

Shigeoka-sam I&middleachodmygradeswerea'tvecygood.andldecidedthatatanyratel 
wanted to work after high school. 

Did ym oftea ^ ^^m^i^ or ten<Acfa nbowt fiadij f a job? What 

didyoitilktQtfccm^beit? 

Takebana-san: I didn't talk so much to the counselors but rather to my homeroom teacher 
who was familitt^ with the company I was interested in. He introduced me to this company; in fact, 
until last year my homeroom teacher was one of the counselors at Tanashi. 

Wada-san: I looked at pampUets that were available in the counseling room and for the most 
pait decided for myielf. Ididnttalktothecounsdorsmuchatall. 

Gocoo-san: I looked at the p*fw p>tt^« tnd lists in the counseling room, and found an 
appropriate compaiq^ that suited my interests. I also wrote letters requesting materials be sent to me I 
didn't really use the counselors very much. 

Hanata-san: I looked at the pamphlets that came to the school and decided for myself. 1 did 
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Htyishi-faii: I dida'ttAlk so much to the couoselors, but talked to my homeroom teacher. I 

•lift lrtftlg##t f| p n^^^^iM tahUi'rt riif rt mnrnMing mftm 

K«tOD>na: My httnerooffl teacher didat know very much about the kind of work I was 
interesed in, bottbe counselors did and they helped me find an adequate company. 

Shigeok a - san: I didn't talk much to the counselors and really only wanted to enter Hino. It 
was my only choice. 

WhiS ami of mdricc did j m >OMcrooM teachers or cwmelori fi-te jmf 
Takebana-san: At the mock interview session we had at the school my teacher explained 

ouny things to me. For inaance he tdd me about how to enter a room, how to sit, how to speak and 

whattotalkabout 

Wada-san: At the mock interview, I was told id>out how to make formal greetings, about 
good posture, and how to sit on a chair. 

Gotoo-san: I ha:^tfecdvedafg^ advice about interviews or anything else since 
high school During middle schod we had mock interviews to prepare us for entering 
where I got advice from my teachers. I tho^ of the advice in high school for myself and didn't 
listentomyteachers. 

Kanata-sam I had an mock interview where I was tdd about formal greetings and posture. 
When I was asked about my hobbies, I said self study was my hobby. Then I was asked to tell what 
authonlUkedthebest Inthatwi^Ipreparedformyentranceeiam. 

H^wfai-san: Atthemockinterviewlwastaldtospeakupcleariy. 

Katoo-sam Iwastoldabontmyuseoflaaguageandhowtoanswercertaindiflicultquescions 
during thesiockiaterview. 

Shigeoka-san: Duriif themockinterviewIwastddnatomumble,tospeakupcleariy. 

Pitf TOT tlit tg T7^ pnretg nh oit the pfoce n ^ fjiiHlf t job? What did 
TT*rflltt»mwiththemT 

T.'Ucebana-san: MyparentstoldmetotakeresponsibilicyformyownfQnire. We didn't calk 
mucfatogether. 

vr;tda-san: I didn't talk to my parents very much. Once I had decided where I was going to 
try to find a job, I showed them my list of 5 companies. Then I decided exactly which one I would 
choose. ^ 

Gocoo-san: I wanted to go to universiiy but money is a problem. If Iweretogotocoliegf I 
would need to do a part time job along with studying. I knew that I didn't want to involve my parents 
in such problems so up to now I have derided for myself . 

Hanata-san: I decided where I would tiy and told my parents which company was my choice. 

Hi^ashi*san: I picked out several companies I was interested in and showed the list to my 
parents. We talked about tbepossibilities and then I decided. 

Karoo-san: I told my parents where I was trying to get a job. CXherwise, I didn't talk to 

them. 

Shigeoka-san: I decided what I would do here at school and then tdd my parents. 
Did fom itedy for the eatramce e^nm? 
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Takebani-san: I tritd to figure out my own IQ by testing myself. I am talcing a course in 
Vntixig is an decdve tikis year and in that dass I |raa 

Wadn-san: I didntdoaiqrapedtl practice. I went to the test and passed it. Iknewthatttiere 
wonold be no composition on tlie entrance eum so I didn'thaveto practice. On the IQ test there were 
sections on Ji^Mnese and mathematics, bnt they were very simple. I did glance at a Jq>anese language 
practice book andpracticedwithc^ipofites. 

Gotoo-san: The emrance tests to the companies I would be interested in include only an 
interview and short compositiQn. In order to be able to write a short composidon, I have kept a diary, 
read the n e w sp a p er, and kept tract of correat events. Just before the exam I will try to imagine the 
topic that wcnld be on the test and try tc write yuimhlng. I liave f bowed practice compoiaions to my 
teacher and received commentt The college exam included a section on electronics, Fn gii^h and 
matnematics and I stadiedfor all parts. 

Hanata-san: I didnt do any qtecial studying or practice. I did look at an entrance exam 
practice book, but I didn'tdy mai^ problems. 

-s^n: I didn't bX9t a test on any specific knowledge so I didn't do any studying. 

KMoo-san: I completed all the problems in a practice book over summer vacation and I 
practiced for the composition test by writing on 5 or 6 themes. The entrance exam contained sections 
on J^ttnese, social science and mathematics so I studied those sections. I practiced the {tfoblems I 
cooldtttmasterthefifsttimenuuiy times over. 

Shigeoka-san: TheentrancetestwasanlyonpcttntsrelatedtomyfieldQfstudy^machines.so 
I bought a practice book on the sub j«a and looked over it 

Haw fmnUTT ^fjff f T ^SM^ 

Takebana-saa: I onlyhadtotake one entrance exam. 
Wada-san: lonj^hadtotakeonreniranceexam. 

Gotoo-san: I havent yet got the results from my coU^e ideation. When I do, I will know 
if I have to take a compaj^ exant 

Hanata-san: lonlyhadtotake one entrance exam. 
Hayashi-san: I only had to take one entrance exam 

Katoo*san: I had to take two exams. I took the second ^ram 24 days after the first. In 
between ! looked at the practice exam bookagain. 

Shigeoka-san: I only had to tal^e one entrance eio^. 

How do yoi feel rif tt mow m yoi look u the job jam are aboit to begin? 

Takebana-san: The company is the one I had wanted to enter. When I visited the company. I 
found the atmosphere very good and am hi^y I chose Tachikawa Spring . 

Wada-san: When I went to visit the company, I saw that th^ only did drafting and were 
relatively small, a fact I didn't Uke so much. However, they are attached to the larger Hitachi group so 
I am very hiq»py I chose them. 

Gotoo-san: The two year college I have chosen gives freedom to its students and I will be 
very happy there.' 

Hamita-san: At Toppan I will be able to do the job I want to do in printing. lamveryhappy 
and want to get to work as soon as possible. 
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Hayashi-sui: I hxve really wanted to enter Ktaidshirotu from tlie beginmng and am very 
reUeYedthatcbededsioaisfiiiaL 

Katoo-san: I had a list of S possible companies 1 wanted to work at, but 4 of them for one 
reason or another weren't hiring this year. I failed the entrance exam at one of the 4. Thisismylast 
choice and lam relieved. 

Shigeaiu-san. I ^iU be working at Hino Motors. It was my first choice and I am relieved 
and elated beyond words. 

What exactly will bg «impf mt yomr CTatpmy? Wfcit will be the cotcnt of 
yo«f job? 

Takebaoa-san: I will be making car seats. I will be involved in making otui or mure of the 
parts of the seat. I nu^ also have to do a certain amount of office work. 

Wada-san: I will only be doing drafting. Thatis all the compai^ does. Mi^elwiUhaveto 
bit of r^olar office work. 

Gotoo-san: IlikednmitwiringandwiUstudythatatcoUeqieorenteracompanythatdoesthat 
kind of work. 

Hanata*saii: At the company they are doing engraving, printing and mamtfactadng, bm I 
think Iwill be doing pnntiiig. Of come, it is not certain exactly in which section I will be working. I 
flu^ not be able to do the work I wanL 

Hiyashi*san: IwiUeitherbein^vedinmaking cameras or copy machines. Atthatplantali 
theymakeiscamerasaodcopiers. Atotherpiantsothergoodsareprodnced. 

Katoo-!in: I will be makiqg the bearings that the company produces The company also does 
ttles » bnt I doubt that I will be cottnected with that 

Shigeoka^san: The company makes cars and has a number of plants. I don't know which 
plantlwillbeattachedto^butlwillbeinproductiQnatlirst. Aftersometimelwilltakeatestanditis 
possibleto advance above theproducdonlevel. 

Wfcftf Hw^ Vi ip fcial alalia da yoB thiak yom will need to wort a t your job? 

Ar ^bt^tMHi jf^ \mfff nr Titfff ti^ 

Takebana-san: I haive only seen plans for my work, but I suspea thai I will have to use 
machines of scmie sort and hsve to know about computer programming. I have learned programming 
in school so I think it will help. 

Wada-san: I will be drafting at work and that is the only skill I will need. I practiced drafting 
everyweekatschod, so Ithirklhave learned the basics.s 

Gotoo-san: I didn't do any dectric circuit wirii^ in this school, so I plan to study U^^ 
college and then on the job. 

Hanata-san: I wiU need printer's skills and have not learned such skills at this school. Iwill 
learn on the job. 

Hayashi-san: I will be working in the manufacturing of machinery and have learned these 
skills here in high school. 

Katoo-san: i will be working in manufacturing and believe what I have learned in school will 
helpmeinmyjdb. 

Shigeoka-san: I believe I have learned all the basic skills here in school that I will need to do 
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myjob. The spedil aspects Qfthe job will ilsoreqiure me to scn^ 

li tfccfc mtc tiad of trmaiaf yoti waml <i tA have addH Tmn^^hi 
CTfriodiM to amkc yowriel^ aofc prcpfed for f obi? 

Ttkebana-sitt: Icm'tthu±af aaythingaffhtnd.bmthemac^in 
old. MiQ^elbeycoiildbertplicediritbiiewercqmim 
Wada-san: I can't think of arjythiflg. 

Gotoo-san: I am a stodest in the machine section. We have personal computers, but only 
small ones, bwooldbegoodtohavt some more powetfol models. 

Haaau-sam Iwooldliketohavemoredmewiththecompmenwedohave. 
H^ashi-ian: I can't think of anything. 

Katoo-san: Iwouldliketokaowmoreaboutinformationmanagement. 

Shigeoka-san: Maoy companies are being antomated. It would be good to have a large 
computeratsdiodtohdpus understand machine automation. 

How loaf do yoa t^^^ ^|| \ft:^ yom to acttle to yoif jobs? 

Takebana-sam IwiUhan^ atmning period of about3 months, buti am sore itwill t^^ 
longer than that Ican'trealfyteUuntUItzythewoftmyseif. I think it will take longer than a year to 
feelcomfortable. 

Wada-sam Iteewillbeatrainingpehodof about 1 to Smooths. About amonth after the 
draining period I should have sealed in. 

Gotoo-san: Itfainklwilihaveadjustedtoiifeattheschoolafteraboutayearthere. 

Hanata-san: The training period lasts for 50 d^. I will be assigned to my work group and 
after ab out a year I should have sealed in. 

H^raahi-san: IhavetoemirthecQmpanyandworkaithe job myself in order to know how 

long it will take. 

Katoo-san: The actual job is veiy simple and repetitive, so I think it wiUody cake me a moni^ 
tosettlein. 

Shigeoka-san: The training period lasts for one month. After that I will be assigned to the 
productionline and the walk is complicated. Ithinkitwilltakemeaj^andahalf tosettlein. 
How wm yof iir^ A^mg^ whM ygt jnhat 

Takebana-san: IwiUbeearningmoneyformyaidf andwiUbeabletoUvemoreindependeii^ 
ofmyparents. 

Wada-sam I will have to do overtime and will gef home at 8: 00 or later so I will not be able to 
watcbmyfavoriteTVprograms. 

Gotoo-san: Iwillbecomeamoresettledpersonwhealhavea^ib. 
Hanau-san: Whenlhaveajob.Iwillhavelessfreetime. 

Hayashi-san: I don't think my life will change that much, but the time I get home from work 
will be much later than when I was a student. 

Katoo-san: The job is done in shifts so working will make my life more scattered. 

Shigeoka-san: The commute to the job will take between on ^ and 2 hours and will upset my 
lifeconsiderably. 

What will da with the aalary vol receive? 
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- * - -Tilcebant-sta: IwillrccdveabomYlOO.OOOpermaoib. I will spetid some oa food and give 
ffloney to my parents. IwoQidliketobuytcaraiidgetfthcensesoIwillspeadmoneyonthat What 
is left I will use IS pocket money. 

Wada-sin: Iwillgive¥20,000-¥30,000tomyparents. With the rest I will pay back the loan 
on the car I want to buy. Beyond that I dont know what I will do with my salary. 

Gctoo-san: I will spend the money to soppoct myself and my family. The rest I will spend 
onenteftainmenL 

Hanau-san: IwiUgivemysalarytomyparentsandwiUrtceivepocketmcuieyfhm 
Hayashi-sam I will give half my money to my parents and save the other half or spend it on 
somethingelse. 

Katoo-san: My very first pi^ check will be spent on whatever I want. After that I will save 
half of what I earn and spend the rest on myself . 

Shigeoka-san: I will give I20,000-T30,000 to my parents and the rest I will spend as I like. 

How mrnck will yeif iattii ff ^ ^^•^ iT ^c to? Will yom get a bomni? At wtat 
fitc will fcm Mlaiy <n m«ft? 

Takebann-san: Myimtiai salarywiil be Tl 10,000, and I wiUrecdvc ¥100,000 ato In 
addition I wiU receive omtime for the extra hofcrs I work and tie av^ 
about ¥150,000. My first bonus will be ibout ¥70,000 in ±t summer followed by ¥320,000 in 
winter. I don'tknowaboitt yearly increaaes. 

Wada-san: I will receive just under ¥100,000. The increases will be ¥4 ,000 per year. The 
bonuses will be 4 months of salary given twice a year once I become a fall-fledged company 
employee. 

Gotoo-san: I would Hke to enter a company that pays ¥120,000- ¥130,000 per month. 
Beyond that I don^tknow. 

Hanata-san: My basic salary will be¥110,000permonth. If I work on the night shift, it will 
increase to about ¥130,000 per month. After the first year I will get an extra ¥10,000 in my pay. 1 
don'trememberenything about bonuses. 

HiQ^ashi-san: I will receive about ¥100,000 per month in salary. My pi^ will increase by 
¥13,500 per year. The bonus at first will be 2.9 months salary and will increase to 4 or 5 months 
twiceayearafterlbecomeaftU-fledgedemployee. 

Katoo-san: My basic salary will come to ¥94,600, but I wiU earn ¥1 10,000 to ¥120,000 
because of overtime. The yeariyincreases will be ¥10,230per year. Thelirstbomiswillbeabout2.3 
months. Afterthatthe bonus will increase to 4. 8 months twice a year. 

Shigeoka-san: IwiU receive about ¥110,000 per month. The bonus will be 2. 9 months at the 
b^^inning and increase to a total of 5.6 months after one year. The salary will increase by about 
¥10,000 per year. 

Pff yw tMi t ^ *»g tblc to lite Udcpendcfltiy of yowr pfentt? 

Takebann-san: At first I will have many expenses and ny salary will be small. Iflliveaway 
from home I will not be able to buy what I want. I would like to save some money and then try to live 
onmyown. Ithinkthatlwillbelivingathomeuntillgetmarried. 

Wada-san: Ithinkthat living at home coststhe least amount of money.so I will live at home. 
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^iri gfiimtfried, I will live flw^^ bom home. 

Gotoo-na: IwaflttoUveaamyownafterllmveituuTied. 

HaflAU-SAn: If I live on my owa, I wiU not gel proper aiuritioa so it is better for me to live 
with my parents. IhiveiioijoteiidonQftiyiiigtoUveoflmyowaiiiuill^ 
HayaaU-sui: IwiUUveindepeodentlywlieiilgetmmned. 

Katoo-na: I will be living in a compaiq^ dormitory so I am worried about my finaodal 
resoorces. The dormitocy cotts won't be that large, only abojt ¥5,000 per month. I will be 
responsible for determining how to use my money and am worried about thaL 

Shigeoka- tan: It will take m e a long time to get to work so I wonl d like vety m nch to find an 
i^MTtmentnearmy compaqr. There is adormitory butl am notenthnsiastic abontliving there. 

Doyoi wnnttei Uyiathecttapamyviii fcnvecfcoaeaMCilyoifedfc? How 
lof doyowylMtortay itToirlim job? 

Takebana-san: I would lil:e to marry and dont think the a job as a housewife goes well with a 
workinncompai^. I would like to work until I have a child. 

Wada-san: Iwanttoworicatthesamecompany until Iretire. 

Cotoo-san: I wanttowoct at the same company until I redre. 

Hanata-san: I wantto work atthe same company until I retire. 

Hiqmahi-san: Iwanttoworkatthesamecompai^QntilTretire. 

Katoo-san: Iwanttoworfcattheaamecompai^until Iretire. 

Shigecdca*aan: I wattt to wodt at the same compat^ until I retire. This is Japan and 
oppottunitiesforgecting abetter job if one quits are rare. 

laS ygara tia#Mh#t ifai yy^ t^f^ ypi wiU be doiaf ? 
Takebaaa-san: I think I will still be working at the same job. I will have learned my job and 
find it fun. 

Wada-san: I will be drafting every day. Imay find the work fun or boring » I don't know 
which. Iwillbecontinmngatthesamejob. 

Gotoo-san: InSyeacs.Ihopelwillhaveajob.beworking.andbesectledinthatjob. 

Hanata-san: ItfainklwiUhatvemasteredthemachinesinmydepartmentiLiliveyearstime. 

Hayashi-san: I think I will be very settled and be able to do my work well. 

Katoo-aaa: Infive years, I will be teaching new employees how to do their work. 

Shigeoka-nn: My company has factories oveneas and in 5 years time I would like to be 
working atone of them. 

How old woMid yft» \^ get mafri^y 

Takebana*san: I would like to marry by the time I am 24. 

Wada-san: I would like to many before I am 30. 

Gotoo-san: I don't know if I will be unmarried or married. If I do many» I would like to 
before I am 30. 

Hanata-san: I would like to many by the time I am 30. 
HayasM-san: I would like to marry at around 25 or 26. 
Katoo-san: I would like to marry when I am about 28. 
Shigeoka-san: If I find a mate, I would like to marry by the time I am 30. 
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Wfctt wm YO^ be doiM wtcit yoi are 31 or 32 Yem old? A job? liitcfests? 

Ttkebaiui-san: IwillhtvediUdrenfladbeiflvdvediAfaoiisewa^ 

Wftdt-san: If Ihfventbeea able to inany, I will be worried. 

Gocoo-stzL Ifedlwillbeliviiigtnivengelife. 

Hanatt-san: IdoAocluiowwbatlwiUbedoiBgTUiiillamthatag^^ 

Htyisbi-safl! I think I wiU be livrngaa average life. 

Katoo-san: I think I will be living an average life. 

Shigeoka-san: I will have children and have a certain amount of responsibility at i7ork. 
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INTERVIEW WITH 7 ARCHITECTURAL AND CONSTRUCTION 
. . - STUDENTS AT 

TANASHI KOOGYOO KOOKOO 
(TANASHI INDUSTRIAL HIGH SCHOOL) 
TANASHI-CITY, TOKYO 

I interviewed 7 students, Oohima-sinKaAeko-scA, Itoo-san, Yokoyamt-stn, Ichil:Awa-san, 
hfisidda-sitA, and Hart-san at TanasM Industrial Higii School. The interview with these seniors was 
completed after company entrance wmiftotiriftt had been taken and represents the reactions of seniors 
whose immediate focurt is decided. Ali are males and in either the arcMteccure or construction 
departmentatTanashi. 

OofeaMi-saji^ 18 years old and & student in the construction department, lives in 
Koganei-d^ (just sooth of Tanashi) with Ms parents. He wrote that he would begin a job at Watanabe 
IcU ConscractioiiComptt:/ k ami-ku iitApril. 

Kueko-BU, 18 years old and a atudent in the ardtitecture department, lives in Higaahi 
Kurume (north of Tanasfai) with lus parents. He indicated that he would begin a job at Sanwa 
Building Compit^inShiii^-Jcu in April. 

ft1M^-fla, 18 yean old and ascodentin the architecture department, lives in Chofu Qty (quite 
^ibitaouthQfTaflasin)withhis parents. In/^iiewillbegina johatU&AQty Architect jreFirm. 

YobqfiA^-Mi^ tS years old and a sudent in the architecture department, lives in 
Nerima-kn (east of Tanaahi) with his parents. He wrote that he would begin a job at N. K. Home 
Company in Shibuya*ku in April. 

IcUknwn-iu, 17 years old and a student in the construction department, lives in Kiyosd 
Oiy (west of Tanashi and north of IfigaahiKurumeQ^} ;?ith Ms parents. In .^ril he will begin a 
Job at Tokyo Gas Company in Minato-ku (center of the dty). 

IGiUdn-mA, 17 years old and a student in the construction department, lives in Nakano-ku 
with his parents. He indicated that he would begin a job at Dainichi Enginefdng Works Company in 
Hachioji C^ (the very westeni outskirts of the of Tol^)inApri^ 

Hart-ttA, 17years ddandastudent intheconsOTCCion department, lives inMusashinoQ^ 
(south of Tanashi) with his parents. He had wanted to become a dvil \ervant, but failed the entrance 
examinaiion. Insieaditti^nlhewiUbegintostudyatJ;q»anEngineeringSped 

HtTc yol decided wicfc yoi will be wortiiif men year? 

Oohama-san: Yes. ^ 

Kaneko-sam Yes. 

Jtoo-sam Yea. 

Yokoyama-san: Yes. 

Ichikawa-san: Yes. 

>&ihida-san: Yes. 

Eara-san: >^^. I will not be working next year, but will be attending Japan Engineering 
SpedalizedSchool. 

How did yOT decide on your jobs? 
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Oohars-san: A graduate of Taiushi who presenUyworlua^ */s^^ 

there. I did some wort there tnd liked it, so I decided I would like to work there after graouarion. 
Afterward I nodfied the school and found the recruitfflefit card and pamphlet in the matehais available 
atTanashi. 

Kaneko-san: laskedmyarcUtecturestudiesteacherandlookedthroaghtherecioicme^ 
anddedded. 

Itoo-saii: Hooked at recruitment cards and decided OA which c jnpany would be the best one. 
I didn't talk to my teachers. 

Yokoyama-san: I looked at recruitment cards, asked the architeccore scadies teacher and 

decided. 

Ichikawa-san: The placement counselor told me about the company and we talked. I thought 
aboutthepossibilitiesand decided. 

>fishida-san: My counselor told me about the company and Iliked his idea. 

Han-san: Uoo)^ at the guidebooks for specialized schools and decided on the one I would 
attend by myself. 

PidyoBMCtfceco MaeliagfDoiT If ytw did, fonrMafyirpoaey 
Oohama-san: lonlylookedatrecruitmentoirds. 

Kaneko-san: I odylookedatrecruitment cards. I looked foK- pamphlets but there weren't any 
for companies I was interested in. 

Itoc-sam I ottlylooked at recruitment cards. 
Yokoytma-san: I only looked at recruitment cards. 

Ichikawa-sanc I didn't go to the counseling room until after I had decided on the job. 

hfishida-san: Hooked at recruitment cards and the files with pamphlets and other materials to 
find out what kind of work companies did. 

Hara-san: I looked at a book wMch described all the specialized schools amiable and then 
looked attire school'sguidefaook which had also been sent to Tanaahi. 

Did yo» otto * t^t^ to jtmr #!Ma ^iofi abftit ftnAimg m job? Whea did you 

Oohama-san: The teachers began talking to us about employment dming the first semi ^of 
our senior year. I didn't really talk directly to my teacher or counselor. Myparents, teacher and I had 
a conference in the summer of my senior year. We talkt<«, but I had already decided where I was 
going to work. 

Kaneko-san: I first started talking at the end of my junior year. My teacher helped me with 
mock interviews. At the tiiu ^ of the parent-teacher conference in the summer I had already decided on 
the one company I was going to tfy. After that I didn't talk to my teachers or counselors. 

IiJ0*san: h my case J want to become a technical ezpen so Hooked at the recruitment cards 
that camefor architecture companies. hOctober the recruitmem card camefor the com 
to enter. I didn't talk so much to my teachers. 

Yokoyama-san: I was late in deciding. Up to the time of the parent-teacher conference I was 
still undearinmy owndcaires butthcy became clearer after the conference. ThenI decided. 

Ichikawa*san: At the parent-teacher conference in the summer my counselor told me about the 
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'company I m now going to enter. 

Mshida-stn: AfterthelinnlexflmsattheendofMy. Iwasu:ddabomthecQm 
now going ^o enter. 

Hara-san: At the beguuting of this year, I talked to my counselor about my possibilities and 
dedded onbecoflEkingadvUservant or attending spedalizedsc^ 

Did yomfill ottiay p^cfi iafCfifd y^«f a job tmd kMmi tfceai iato yoif 
coMieioci? 

Oohama-san: I filled out a card abofot my choices, and after I had decided on my job I filled 
omapreliminarytranscriptandhandedintomyteacherforcertification^ 

Kaneko-san: Before I took the entrance exam I filled out my personal history. After the 
entrance test I filled out a pqMT in which I was asked to describe the kind of questions asked on the 

Itoo-san: lonlyfilledoutmyperymal hisroy and handed itto my teacher. 

Yokoyama-san: Before the entrance test! filled out a personal history. After the entrance 
exam I fiUed oift apqMr where I deaaibed the kind of questions asked on the entrance ex^ 

Idukawa-san: Before the entrance eiam I filled oiB: a personal history. Afterthatlfilledouta 
card for the PESO office. 

>Gshida-san: Before the entrance exam I filled out a personal history. After the exam I 
handed in a card deacribiAg the job I had obtained. 

Hara-san: I filled out a tentati^ tianscripc form for my teacher and filled out a form 
describing the school I had chosen. 

Wfcat iimd at advice did yof kat^^^m r^^^rrr r ^'-^^^^^m f^^ Y**'^ 

Oohama*san: WehadamockinterviewinSepcemberinooeofthearcfaiteccureclassrooms. I 
was told about how to enter a rocrin, how to make aformai greeting and about maintaining aproper 
attitude during the interview. We also talked about what the content of questions would be at the real 
interview. 

Kaneko-san: Iwastoldtobecarefulhowldressedduringtheinterview. Thatisall. 

Itoo-san: Idon'trememberbeinggivenaiqfad^ce. Iwenttotheentranceexamandtookit. 

Yokoyama-san: I was told about my use of words and attitude. Part of my attitude included 
how I gave greetings and whether or not I spoke directly to my interviewer. I wasn't told anything 
cbe. * 

Ichikawa-san: I was told about my attitude and use of language. Wh-^* I was asked a 
question, I should be ready to answer with words I had prepared beforehand. 

}^da-san: I was told about my atmude and use of language. I was told to be prepared fa* 
a design test and was told to be ready for atest on everyd^ kanji fChinese characters). 

Hara-sam I was told to be careful of my dress and attitude when I went on a tour of tne 
school. lonlyhadtosubmitpiqMrstobeaccepted. There was no entrance ex^. 

Did yqi| ^f|H[ ypif ptfc i^ •^^^f ^ he pfocesi of fijiding a job? What did 
yarn ulk wbomt with tkamf 

Oohama-san: I did talk to them about where I was going to work. It was a bit like a 
notification. 

57 



Kaneko^stn: I lid talk to them. At tb^ejid of my first yedrmhigls school I told them abom 
-the kind of job I wanted to do. At the beginning of the third year I told them aboixt the job I had 
chosen. 

bno-san: I told my parents where I was going to woriL My parents looked at the recniitment 
card and i^yproved of the choice. 

Yokoyama^san: Every time I sat down witn my parents we talked about th^ vocess of 
findingajob. In the end I found ajob that I liked. 

"hikawa*san: My parents told me to find a job at a company I liked. They didn't talk to me 
mu jh about my choice. 

hEshida-san: My parents told me to choose a job at a company I wanted to enter. IfoUowed 
their adviceand decide 

Hara-san: Italkedtomyparentsatleqgtbaboutwhatlwantedtodo. They agreed with my 
decision to txythedvil service test or gotoaapedaiized school. 

Did yoi ttady f ?f \\f fflti Tuicc mmi? WAat v as t h^ ^aat^t of tfcc gxim? 

Oohama-fan: Ididnostody. lonlyhadaninterview. 

Kaneko-san: The test was general knowledge. I went to a bookstore and bought a practice 
book f otgeneral knowledge. I studied every dxf. 

Itoo-san: I didn't study for any pacts of the exam or interview. I decided just to go in and 

takethet^ . 

Yokoyama-san: I had a test but did no pr ep arati on. I ju3t went in and took the test. 
Ichitawa-san: I had awrittentestwhidi included mathematics and an interview. Ipraoiced 
fortheinterviewitschool. lalsoboughtabookwithmathproblemsandsolvedthemtogetready. 
>Fshida-san: I had no test at all, and so needed no preparation. 

Hara-sam For the dvil service test I bought several reference works and studied all the 
subjects I had had in school and my major field of study. I tried working all the problems, but I failed. 
The test was difficult and done in mark sheet ttyle. I have tried taking mark ^eet rests (computer 
scored teats) before but I find them difficult 

Did yoi eater yoir first, accomd or t^rA rt^ ^ce coaipany? 

Oohama-san: I entered my second choice. A recruitment card for my first choice did not 
come to the school so I choose the second. 

Kaneko-san: Ihadonlyonechoicefromthebeginning. I took the test and passed. 

Itoo-san: I entered my first choice. ^ 

Yokoyama-san: I entered myfirst choice company. 

Ichikawa-san: I entered myfirstchoice company. 

hfishida-san: lenteredmyfirstchoice company. 

Han-san: Myfirstchoicewastobecomeadvilservantsoltiied the dvil service exam, but I 
failed. I had thought about both possibilities. The test was in October and ai^er that I firmly deaded 
to attend a spedalized school. Mysecondchoicewastoenteraspedalized school. 

How do YOi feel rif lit mow ai yoi look at the job yoi are abo« to betin? 

Oohama-san: I have no particular feelings. I enter a company and that is normal. I had 
choices and narrowed them down. Now I am going to start working. 
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Kanekosan: Now that I hive decided. lafflresdute tokeep working witbouttaldng tine 
Uoo-san: Ifeeltbitlamitlastatpeace. 

Yokoyamt-siii: I wtiit to griadiMte as sooa as possible and start workiiig. 
Ichikiwa-saa: Ilttvesocxeedinenteiingonecoflipanyandamgreaclyreliev^ 
I^ahida-satt: I luve entered a company, want to work with all eO^oit for it and save as inuch 
money as I can. 

Hara-sao: I want to graduate as soon as possible and start my new stodies. 
Ftm TIlTf ly ifll l ywi be dotay «t jmr coMpMy? What will be th e coatcflt of 
yoiif jobT 

Oobama-San: I will ^Amimmitim of wnrir gftitig on at thg contfnicriQfl fttg 

Kaneko-san: For one year, I will be studying at the compair)^ the content of my job. After 
that I will be woridng as a normal employee in the bnilding of buildings with special constrncdon 
methods. 

boo-sam Forthe first year, I will be learning the content of my work. I will be cleaning up 
desks and serving tea to people and doing various kinds of worL After the second year I will be 
dQingmyrealjobdesigmngrei^rrcedconcreteq»rtmentiiouses,^ hospitals. 

Yokoytma-san: IdontexacttyknowwhatlwiUbedoingatmycQmpanyuncillstaittowQrk 
there. I will probably be working as a stone mason. 

Icfaikawa*san: I ^/iU be working at a gas compai^ and wiU be working in the gas pipe lig^ 

section. 

>Gshida-san: I will be preparing land for later construction of buildings. I will aaempc to 
carry out the plans that have been drawn up by the administration for worl: to be done at the 
constructionsite. 

Hara-san: I wiU enter as{iecialized sdsooU'or training people in ecgineeringsd Iwill 
study computer ha rdware for two years and find a job in the computer industry. The specialized 
school will help me find dut job . 

Whntdoyoangedtohn nware flf oace y«a itift your joba? 

Oohama-san: Id<m'tthinktherewillbeai7thingtobeawartaf. 

Kaneko-san: I dont think there will be anything to be aware of. 

Itoo-san: IwiUhavepeopleabovert'tandwililiavetobeawareofmyuseQflanguage. 

Yokoyama-san: I am sore there will be things co be tware of, but until I start working I don't 
know what those will be. 

Icfaikawa-san: I wonder if I will be able to handle personal relations, especially in dealing 
with people in positions above me. 

>Gshida-san: Iwiilbavetoleamtodealwithpeopleinmy office. 

Hara-sam I dont think there will be ai^thing to be aware of. 

Will TOT fciTt 1 mf •^•f V^^^ •ftgf yo^ Mtef yoir company? 

Oohama-san: From the discussions I have had , there does not seem to be any training penod . 
I will begin actual workhght away. 

Kaneko-stn: I will have atndning period of one year and will be studying. 

Itoo-san: There is no special training period. 
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' YQb>yam-saa: The training period wi^ 

Idubcwt-siA: The trtimng period will be 6 months. I will be dTing my hand at the various 
kinds of wocfc the compftny does. 

>Gshidt-stn: The tniituig period wiU be 3 months dTiringwM(± I 

constraciionsites. 

Httt-san: I will be scodying fall time « school. 

ytlT ^ 4 of tpeci il nm\f ^ T^^ ^ to wort at yov 

Oohamt-san: I only have to nse the skills I have learned at TanasM. I don't think anymore 
will be required of me. 

Kaaeko-san: I wiU be dttog things I have not learned in school. I will not tise what I have 
learned here»initnnistleam oil the job. IdunkitwilldifiBcatt 

boo-san: Ihavolearnedsomeoftheskillslwillneedatschool, bixtmostaf myjobwill 

indttde things I have not learned here. 

Yokoyama-san: I will use what I have learned here bm the teaching has hardly been enough. 

I wiU stody by traifflng ttthe company. 

Ichikawa-san: I dont think I will need aq^ special skills at wocL 

Ifishida-saa: My job invdvesmeasorement, planning, and drv^. Most of these skills I 
haveleamed $t school. 

Hara-san: At schod I wiUleani something completely new, not connected with what I have 
letfsedhere. 

Ii Tfctrt wt h'lrf unnrt t ^-V^'f^ t^* ^ ^ 

5l ir TiMf W fffri^ll TP to Mnteyomelvci aaofe prepared for jobs? 
Oohama-san: I can think of nothing. 
Kaneko-san: Nothing I can think of. 
Itob-san: I can't think of aiq^thing. 

Yokoyama-san: Iwiahwehadmoretimeintbepracticalpartofourtraining. 
Ichikawa-san: Nothing. 
Nkhida-san: Nothing. 

Hara-san: I wish the old machines in the workshop i^ould be replaced with newer ones. 

How loMg do 7OT <^ will take tow tm aettle U to womt tobs? 

Oohama-san: Attheearliestitwilltake2yearstosettlein,miiybemorelike3yean. 

Kaneko-san: IthinkitwilltakemeSyearstosettlein. 

Itoo-san: It will take me 2-3 years to settle in to my job. 

Yokoyanu-san: It will take me 2-3 years to settle in to my job. 

Ichikawa-san: Itwilltakeme3yearstosettleintomyjob. 

Nishida-san: Itwillprobablytakeme3yefir8to8ettleintomyjob. 

Hara-san: After gradntfion from the specialized schoolj think it wiU take me 2-3 ye^ 
settle in to whatever work I Will be doing. 

How arach wiU year iaitial salary come to? W ill yon get a bonus? At what 
rate will your salary tacrcase? 
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Oohiffli-stn: My salary^ be ¥107.000. My bonus will be 4 months salaiy. but I doat 
-know about sakryincresses. 

Kaneko-san: My initial salary ivill ¥100,000 with bonuses of 4 months. The salaiy will 
increase only ¥4 , 000 per year. 

Itoo-san: Mysalarywillbeabom¥90.000 and that isn't much. TbefirstyearbonuswiilbeZ 
months of salary. Bonuses after that will be 2 months of salary 2 times a year. The salary will 
increase by about ¥8,000 per year. 

Yokoyamn-san: The basic salary is abott ¥130,000 and then there will be overtime, bringing 
my take home pty to about ¥140.000 per month. The first year my bonus will be 2.2 months of 
salary. After that the bonus will be 4.5 months of salary. Everyyear my salary should increase by 
about¥10,000. 

Icfaikawa-san. My basic salary is about ¥110,000 per month. Bonuses wiU be 3.5 months 
salaryfortbefirstyear. Tbesalarywillincreasebyabout¥4,000peryear. 

>Gshida-san: My basic salary is ¥110,000 per month. The total bonus should be about 
¥1,400,000 per year. The increase; are about ¥4,000 per year. 

Hara-san: IwiU be ttenduigsdiocl so money wiU be going out and not coming in. Two 
years of school are going to cost dKyut ¥1 ,500,000. 

What wUl yow do w^t^ ff\^ yom rcceiTOT 

Oohama-san: I wili give some moa^ to my parents, sa[Vt ¥2 ,000*3, 000 and spend the rest. 
Kaneko-sam I will givehalfny money to n y pa r ents . I will spend most and if some is left 
over, I will save iL 

Itoo-san: I will give ¥20,000 to my parents for food and save about ¥10,000. I will spend 

theresL 

Yokoyamm-san: I will grve ¥30,000 to my parents to pay for food. They hive instructed me 
todothis. Iwillspendtherestandifai^isleftover.Iwillputitinthebank. 

Ichiknwa-san: I will give ¥30,000 to my parents for food. Iwanttobuy acarsol willhave 
to usemosfofthereattopi^backtbecarloan. 

hGshida-san: Iwillbelivinginadormitory which will be paid for by the company and will 
spend most of the money on living and enjoying myself. I will only give ¥10,000 to my parents. I 
will save what is leftfor future travel. 

Hara-san: I wiUrecdve money from my parents for aiudyiiig. lamnotgoLngtogooutmucb 
so that I will spend as little as possible. « 

Do ym tfciii y%i p will bc tble to live iadcpcndenUy of voBf oifents? 

Oohamn-san: I could live away from my parents if I wanted to and if my salary increased a 
bit. I am a second son so I don't have to stay with them. It will take me 10 years to save the funds to 
be abletoliveindependently. 

Kaneko-san: I will live in a company dormitory so I wiU be independent of them. When! 
have the funds I will build my own house. 

Itoo-san: Iwouldliketoliveindependentlyofmypartnts, but my salary will be small so for 
at least the first few yean I will live with them. Intheendlwillbeindependeni. 

Yokoyama-san: I don't want to do laundry or cook my own food, so I will stny ai home as 
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long as possible. 

Ichiktwa-sin: The first 5 or 6 years I will not be able to Uve iiidependencly because my salary 
will be too small. Wbeamy salary is large eaongb, Iwotddliketoliveonmy own. 

Mstdda-san: In my hoose life is very stria and I wanted to li^ independently as soon as 
possible. I bave chosen to live in a dormitory where I will stay as long as possible. 

Hara-san: For the first two years I will be enrolled in school. Afterthatlwillhaveajob.but 
will probably sti^ at home for about 1 0 years nmil I have the funds to build a home of my own 

pi> yy wmt t n my in Ulc coMpaay jvm hmwe ck '^^ yoi retire? How 
Iftaytf^y^iyiMtosttyasypirflfttfob? 

Oohama-san: I havent thought about staying to retirement. If I have earned qualifications J 
may leave after 1 0 or 20 years. 

Kaneko-san: Iwooldliketostayundlrctirement. 

ftoo-san: I want to stay at my job until I reach the highest quaiificati on possible in building. 
Then I will be ready to break away and form my own construction company. It should take me 10 
years to eamtheqnalificaiions. 

YokDyama-san: The company I will enter is a very stable one and as long as it remains so, I 

would like to work there. 

Idukawa-san: I willprobahly remain until retirement. 

>fishida-san: I would like to stay for 10 years. After that I will decide what I will do next, 
but I don't know what tha: will be. 

Hara-san: In my case, when I leave school, I hope to find a company that will employ me 
untikedremenL 

In S ycfi time wkat do yof tkimk jt m will be 4oinf ? 

Oohama-san: I will be woiting and be assuming responsibility in my company. 
Kaneko-san* I mi^have advanced abitin the compai^. 

Itoo-sam In S yean I will be abont to take a major qualification test. If I have passed, I will 
advance to« higber level of work. 

Yokoyama-san: If I am still working, I will be working hard. 
Ichikawa-sam Iwill be Adding my owninmy job. 

>Sshida-san: I will have earned a certain level of qualifications at my job. I will have 
advancedtomoreaimpoctantlevd of engineering adflkinistnaion 

Hara-san: Iwillhsveentcredandddlesizedcoi^panyandbeworki!^ 
How otd woMld yoa like to he w hen yon yet aiafried? 

Oohama-san: If Ibave a good mate, I will many. I don^t think anyone will marry me, sol 
haven't thought about it. 

Kaneko-san: I would like to many before I am 30. 

Itoo-san: I would like to get married when I am able to afford a wife , when I am about 30. 
Yokoyama-stm: I would like to get married when I earn enough to feed 2 or 3 people, when I 
amabout27-28 

Ichikaw<>'**«t- ^>oulJ.*iketoffl!irrybeforeIam30. 

Nisb'da-san: I wouldn't mind manying after I am 30. and only when I am able to take care of 
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afamily. 

Harft-sta: I would like to nurry before I am 30. 

WhM will yoM 4ftift g ^fcea yom are 31 of 32 yeani old? A |ob? latefcsts? 

Oohamt-ssn: I wiU be working liard to feed and bhB^ 

Kaneko-san: IwiUbtvefoundmyownideiiii^. 

Itoo-san: IwiUhcvechUdrenattdbeworkiflgliardtofe Ithem. 

Yokoyamasan: I wm be doing aU I can in every way for my job and my family. 

Idnkflwa-san: I wiU be married and lucve children and be working fortbem. 

>Bshida-sa&: I will be working and studying liard to save money. 

Hara-san: I will be bringing np my family 
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. - -- INTERVIEW WITH MR. NIREI 

HEAD OF PLACEMENT 
SAKURAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO 
(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL) 
KITA-KU, TOKYO 

Founded in 1924, Sakoragaoka is a private three year women's high school of iq)prQ3dfflately 
1500 students located on the north side of T0I70 in Ko(o-lai. Its curriculum includes the same general 
studies curriculum offered at most public high schools and also an occupational curriculum and a 
cooking curriculum. Mr. >Sret is the head counselor in overall charge of job plicftment and advanced 
study. A total of 20 teachen are involved ivith job placement, including all third year homeroom 
teachers and sdected teachers from the first and second year classes. 6 other teachers are involved in 
advancement to higher education. There are actually two placement offices at Sakuragaoka. The 
administrative office f^ntMtmng counselors desks is on the first floor near the principal's office and the 
ttudent reference room is located in the basement The reference room is constantly buzzing with the 
sound of students in search of informatimL 

Mr. >Grei's job is extremely dftnanding and visits to PESO , the Public Employment Security 
Office, are handled by other members of his staff who report back to him. He in cum relays all 
significant developments to the head teacher and principal in order to keep them informed about the 
current situation inregard to jobs for graduates. His salary is higher than the average teacher because 
of the demanding nature of his job £rd the stress involved in making sure all Sakuragtoka scu dents are 
placed everyyear. 

Since Sakungaokais aprivatc school and depends on its students for operating revenues, one 
crucial factor in ^)pealing to potential incoming students is the school's record of job placement after 
graduation. Like the written materiiis available st other schools, the Safcnragaoka prospectus sold to 
junior high school students who visit contains lists of companies where students have been placed as 
well as lists'of univendties and schools to which graduates have matriculated. Because the school's 
focus is on practical education, the list of jobs which graduates have obtained is crucial to the school's 
ability to recruit new students. 

More than in general studies, enrollment in the occupational cuni..aiun is beneficial to 
students who will be entering the labor force after graduation. The occupational curriculum includes 
courses in word processing, personal computers, business economics, business operation, 
bookkeeping , abacus, busine^ wtiting and law , and tar accounting , courses which are not possible to 
take otherwise. As apart of the general studies curriculum, word processing and abacus are offered, 
butnothing more. A record of having been a enrolled in the occupational curriculum mt^ be a oistina 
advantagewhenseeking employment. 

Sakuragaoka conduos occupational education of its students from the first to the third year of 
high school. Students at age IS entering Sakuragaoka, or any high school in Jqmn, know next to 
Ui thing about the working worid, about their own aspirations, or about what they would like to do 
af er high school. 

In April at the opening orientation for new first year students, Mr Nirei addresses the enure 
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group of 500 concmuiig emploTtneni, srtssing that a job is chosen aoc on the spur of the moment at 
the lend of one's semor year, but after folly considering one's potential-personality, school 
achievement and sports-doring the first two years of high school. During the first year at school, 
fmphfl<i< is placed by all teachers on knowing oneself and one's strengths and weaknesses in school , 
or jiip r ffr*tffl Specific occupational educationist in the strictest sense, not provided during the first 
fear in high school. 

Sakmngaoka has its homeroom hour on Wednesdays and during that hour twice a year, 
homeroom teachers speak to both first and second year students about current hiring conditions with 
scstistics firom the year tefore. Mr. >firei does not deal directly with either first or second year 
ttudents, DC Iiomeroom teachers handle these tasks. He provides the instructors with all 
necessary materials and dataf or conducting occupation-related homeroomhours. 

Bytheend afthefirstyearofhighscliodor, atthelatcst, bytheb^inning of th^ 
students «e asked to decide the important question-will they continue on to further schooling or will 
they enter the labor force. This dedston is intimately connected with family economics, for if a 
student wishes to cofitinoe on to further schooling , coats will be large and 
her parents is absolutely necessary. If bowever, the student wishes to find employment, she will be 
recdvingtsalary rather tbanpq^outforfdrther education. 

Twn ftf thf g Of I t of thf yCOlH yw ^ wnH wtftiH th» f »l#rirm<h<p hMw^^ eompamg-^ 

the working individual and to understand the role of women at work. J^Mn, although it has laws 
aboutequaliqr at work, is a very unequal place fcr those actoaUy in the working Menand 
womenmiq^stanatthesamelevel ofpaybutincre^^ are difTerent, level of r^sponsibili^f or women 
is considerably less and overtime is almost exclusively limited to men. These are the sorts of topics 
that are discussed during the second year in attempt to belp students understand the current role of 
women in the labor force. Various source books and magazines are also available for students to use 
and arekeptin thecounseling office. 

In the later half of the second year those who have decided to continue their education must 
also decide what of school they wish to attend-a specialized school , a two year university, or a 
four year xunversity. Those who have decided to find employment must decide at which type of 
compaq^theyiranttowQck-banking^ securities.mannfacturing, wholesale, department store, etc. 

A student's senior year at Saknragaoka is a very busy time. The Jiqmnese school year begins 
inAprilandtheseniorclasstripissetffomtheendof )^y to the beginning of much 
can be accomplished in the way Gfprogtess toward emplo^em until the ti^^ Mr. hGrei 

has made repeated requests of the principal at Saknragaoka to change the time of this trip from the 
beginning of the third year to ttie end of the second year of high school. The entire flow of the 
employment cycle has been disrupted by this trip. As of 1986 the senior trip is being moved bick to 
Octoberofthe junior year in order to avoidtheproblem. 

By June of their senior year students need to have a f airiy good idea of what kind of job chey 
want and what compaiq^ they'd like to enter. As the recruitment cards pour in to the counselors office 
in July, students come seeking advice from Mr. >&rei and from their teachers. School policy states 
that at any time on any ixy during their senior year, students may freely come to their counselors or 
homeroom teachers to ask for advice on their coming decisions about jobs. Before the recruitment 
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csrds are passed along to the school, companies must obtain the PESO seal on them. This step assures 
that fobs have been reviewed by PESO and that they are respectable and is perfai^s the most impoftani 
fooction of PESO in the Ugh school hiring proce». 

It is a trend in J^mn, in general, that stndents are consulting their parents less often about 
career decisions. The overall academic level of scndents who enter Sakoragaoka is probably average 
or slightly below and, in torn, parents' income level and level of academic artainment is average or 
slightly below when compared with national norms. Parents have attained relatively low educational 
levels, tend to have less experience themselves and cannot really help their children in r^ard to 
occupationai choice. The school must liU in the giq) left by the lade of communiciiion between parent 
and child. From the most basic questions to the mott deuiled ones, the scuaents rely on their high 
school teachers for advice and guidance. 

Rinn> companies begin to send recruitment cards on 1 My and initial iqjplications must be 
filed i n^ti^ftg which student will take an exam ai wMch compai^ by 1 September, the third year 
students who will ester the labor force must be ready to make their final decisions about companies 
fairly swiftly, usually by the middle of My. Recruitment cards are perused and first and second 
choices are made. Often a recruitment card specifies a graduate fhm the occupational cu^ 
rather than general studies or a student with a o ttain level of qualification in abacus, bookkeeping, 
calculator, callign^by, typing, wordprocessing or English. 

Of course, the students tend to agree about which are the good companies, so there are many 
bids for the same ones. A common o ccurr e n ce is 5 students indicating they'd Uke to work at a 
company which will take only 1 iq»plication fitun Sakuragaoka. The school must then decide which 
snident of theSwiU be theone to fUetheinitialapplicationand take the entrance e^^ 

The school looks, of course, at the students' grades but also at personalis, behavior, 
etiquette, attitude toward work, ability to use language and to make formal greetings. A student's 
grades n&ight be acceptable but she migla not possess a sparkling personality. This factor could cause 
her lose the right to take a company examination during the in*school competition (of koonaisenkoo) 
to a student who has a brighter personality but whose grades are not as high. The school tries to 
choose the student with the relatively best chance of succeeding in the placement eiaminarinnv 

If a student has been absent continually from class, been guilty of continuously harassing 
teachers, been found smoking cigarettes or has never listened to her teachers, the school feels no 
obligaUon to recommend htr for any job. To strengthen the force of this policy, Mr. Mrei calls all 
parents to a meeting early each school year to anff^'?"^' that students who do not meet minimum 
standards of decorum will not receive the school's recommendation. Last year 10 seniors fauco to 
receiveit. 

Companies worry about their employees behavior and this worry is reflected in the school's 
withholding of a recommendation for employment. A student who has failed to receive the school's 
recommendation has no choice but to look for a job by herself by going directly to the PESO office or 
by calling companies herself. If she i^)pliestoacompany,thepersonneiofficeniirul naturally ask her 
about her personal histoiy and in that discussion the question will arise as to why she d'd net look for 
her job via h^ high school. The company will probably also phone the school. In addition, 
Sakuragaoka policy states that the counselors will not lie about a student to companies-they will tell 
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direaly.what btr problem is tad that she does not have the school's recommendation. If the company 
makestheefforttocalltheschool^theprobabilityisneariy 100% thatthisstudentwiUnotbe hired. A 
student does hive the alternative of part time work for which hiring reqtiirements are lower and the 
school israrely contacted. 

Duhng the summer vacation of the senior year in July- August , mode company interviews 
held at the school. Mr. >Grei plays the role of the company personnel manager and the students b( gin 
their interviews by knocking on the door outside his office, entering and sioing down. He then asks 
them what schod they are Inmi and to introduce themselves. The interview continue^ ns if for real. 
Other mockinteraews are hdd with homeroom teachers in classrooms. When schod resumes after 
the summer break, the best students are used as models and perform the same kind of mock interview 
in front of their homeroom dasses so that others can see for themsdves what makes a good interview. 
Videos of interviews are alsoused occasionally. 

Mock entrance exams prepared by the schod are administered with practice booklets 
distributed beforehand. are expected to study for both tte mock and actual exams. 

Preparation of mock exams is an exhausting chore for the counseling staff. 

Stnfteitts tlao hgyiti to write their pwgQtial hittnriffg rirgkixfin, iti Sqtemhgr Students whO 

have had no experience with tUts type of formal writing become very nervous and cannot produce a 
personal Mstofy without hdp. They are given samples to imitate and with the hdp of the homeroom 
teachers successfully produce their own. At bigger public schools such assistance with personal 
history writing cannot possibly be done because of the limited counseling staff and thelaige number of 
students who need hdp. The content of the company entrance 

exams varies from company to company but normally general knowledge, mathematics, English, 
sodd studies, and IQ are tested and a personal interview and physical are induded. Eventhougha 
student has been carefully chosen by the schod to take an aamination, she migh^ fail at the actud 
company test ineariy October. 

Ab^ut IS years ago the percentage of students failing first entrance exams was as low as 15%, 
mostly due to the faa that companies were at their peak in hiring Mgh school graduates. Statistics 
show that todi^ about 30% of Satavagaoka students fail on their fiist txy at taking company entrance 
exams. Immediatdy upon notification of failure Sakuragaoka counsdors tdephone and contaa 
companies whose quotas are as yet unfilled to find a second exam for the student. If there are many 
first failures who want to take the same second exam , the school must again decide wiiich student will 
take which exam. The backing of the school assures that ^ student can find a job somewhere whether 
on the first, second, third or even fourth tiy. Second exams are at slightly or much lower ranked 
companies because quotas at all of the best are normally filled during the first round of examinaticuu. 
SometimesastudentfinallysucceedsinpassinganentranceexaminationinJanuar^ Last year it took 
one student4 examinations and until the end of Januaryto find a job. 

Some companies, even large ones, wait until November or December before hdding theu* 
entrance examinaticns. A well qualified student who has failed once need not jump right in to take an 
exam at an unsuittHie company, but rather is told to wait until one of the late companies sends its 
recruitmem card to the schod. She can then apply to take the exam and, if she passes, enter a good 
top-levdcompany. 




A scudent who has failed a first exam might also at the point of failure change her mind and 
decide to go for a year to aspedalized ^rh^/^i, nrftmmrknaakirnn^tntiytnr^^ her possibilities for 
emplO/meot rather than enter a company she feels is not suited for her. The standards for entering a 
specialized school for training kindergarten teachers or nurses are very high, bm schools for business 
or beauticians are relatively simple to enter provided a student can afford it. Entrance exams for these 
schools , if they are given, are strictly pro forma. In fntiring such a school it is questionable what ^ind 
of education will be obtained and what exactly will be learned. The drop out rate at semmon gf i±oo 
also tends to be quite high , though Mr. >Srei had only a vague idea what hnpfeos to a dropout in terms 
of a job. Probably she enters the labor force as a part time worker, or arubeito. with a job found via 
one of the rwg^T<«^ specially designed to help women find sach jobs. 

Today with the influence of machines auJ especially computers, the total number of new 
employees necessary in a compaiiy has greaUy declined so the compctitian for jobs found via the high 
school has become tougher. If a student has completed a two-year university course, the employmem 
chances are considerably better, but the number of actual job opportunities for high school graduates 
has severely declined inrecent years. 

Even so last year nearly 1100 companies sent recruitment cards to Sakuragaoka whose 
graduating population bound for the labor force was 358, aratioof just over 3 to 1 (See figures 1 and 
2 for graduation statistics for 1984). A job exists somewhere for every Sakuragaoka graduate who 
wants one (See Rgures 3 and 4 for distfibutioa of employed graduates by industry tfft for 1984 
graduates). The situation is much betta than that at schools whose populations are generally geared 
toward matricaiation where only 1 or 2 students have decided to find employment. At these schools 
thenumberofrecniitmentcardswticharriveisve!7smaU,oftennotevenaratioof 0^ The 
teacher in charge of placement has to rdy much more he&'^ily on the assistance of PESO in placing 
students. At Sakuragaoka the visits to PESO are handled by the less experienced members of the 
counseling staff as the number of incoming recruitment cards is large and the visits are considered to 
beofliitlebut official value. 

From 1973 to 1975 the number of companies sending cards was closer to 30CO. (See Figure 5 
for statistics from 1980, 1982 and 1984. A declining trend can be discerned.) Banks that used to 
send cards calling for 5 to 10 Sakuragaoka graduates today ask for 1 graduate or sometimes send no 
recrmtment cards at all. Banks that used to send cards calling for 1 or 2 graduates today hove cut 
Sakuragaokaoffthcirlistsentirely. 

Once entrance to companies has been decided foftstudents, their formal studies in high school 
virtually come to an end. Instead teachers begin requiring other kinds work of their students, 
especially penmanship. A sheet of paper with 30 lines can contain about 30 numbers per line. In 
February a student is Really required to produce a page of 900 numbers each school d^. This page 
is checked for accuracy of size and angle of figures and is considered good practice for future 
employment. 

5 March is the date of graduation from high school, so companies can begin to require their 
new employees to appear for training from themiddle of March. 

Mr. Mrei estimates that a student once placed in a company will stay for about 5 years, 
considerably longer than the situation just 1 0 years ago. When Japan's economy was booming m the 
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eariy 70'5, ta employee "^^uld quit after 3 years and be assured that another company would hire her. 
-Now that the economy is at aplateau such changes are less likely and scadents remain in their first 
placementsforalongerperiod. Of course, some employees will quit almost immediately after being 
hired, but today's average is probably about 5 years, until marriage or until a child is bcm. 

No longer do rules ezisc in any company that require a female employee to quit her job after 
marriage. One bank reported to ISm tbti^ it had female employees in their early 30's who were both 
married and unmarried and who were likely to remaiii uatil rcdfftment , but this i% rathpr rare In 
1970 a female employee at a securities company was told , when she announced in March that she was 
g^ng tc be married in September, that like all female employees before her it was the custom to resign 
from her position within weeks of the engagement announcement even though her planned maniage 
was 6 months awi^. Today however, of the entire female working force in Jiq)an, 60% are married. 
Mr. >Grei did not know very much about pay differeotials between males and females though they 
certainlyc3dsL 

Once a job has been left, it is especially difficult for women to return to the labor force as 
anything but part time workers. 



65 





Sakuragaoka Graduates 



400 



Numbwr of 
Graduates 




16 



^afir Spec Employ Fam Ronin At Home Others 
Un SchI Busn 

Destination 



Figm 1: Gradimticm Sutisics for Sfltaragaoka JosM Koocoo Gakkoo, 1984 (Salciiragaokn ^^trm 
1985. p. 1). 
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Figure 2: Graduadan Statimcs for Sabinigaoka Jo|hi Kooio:^ Gakkoo by Per Cent, 1984 
(SakuragaokaSbdnro, 198S,p. 1). 
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FigTjre 3: Disthbndon of Employed Graduates by Industry Type for Sakoragaoka Joshi Koocoo 
GakkooJ984(SaIratagaokaS|d^ 19&5, p. 2). 
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Figure 4: Percentage Distribution of Employed Graduat. j by Industry for Saicuragaoka Jo^ Kootoo 
Gakkoo, 19M(Sa]roragaokaStisd[o, 198S, p. 2). 
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FigTireS: >himberReGniitmeot Cards Received by SilrongaalufQri980, i9SZ and 1984 (Sakufagaoka 
Stoa:o, 1985, p. I). 
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INVERYIEV WITH 4 GRADUATES 
AT 

SAKURAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO 
(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL) 
KITA-KU, TOKYO 

I interviewed 4 students, Todoroki-san, Kitainn-san, Kitamura-san, and Sugiiya-san, 19&S 
graduates of Salroragaoka JosU Koocooo Gakkoo ai the school in Kiu-Jro . 

Todoroki>ia&, 19 yean old , currently lives in Itabashi-tai (northwest Tokyo but still widnn 
the city limits) with her parents and commutes to her job arTaiyo life Insurance company in the heart 
Qfthefinandaldistriaof>fihQnbashi. Sheis a telephone operator at the main switchboard. 

KikuA-Mft, 18 years old, currently lives with her parents in Saitama Prefecture (nocthwest 
of T0I70 and outside of the limits, slightly north of Itabashi-lcQ). She works at a branch of 
Daiichi Kangyoo Banknottoofarfrom her home in the time deposit division. 

Kius«rt*sui, l8yearsold,liveswithherparettts in SaitamaPrefecture and commutes to 
herjobatMitoSecuiitiesCompairj^inthefinancialdisQiaof^ Herjohisintheaccounting 
division. 

Sigiym-iift, 18 years old, lives in Saitama Prefecture with her parents and works in 
Tola's fitfftt*ri*i dtsoia of Mhonbashi at Gifu Mutual Finance BanL Her job is in the current 
icrftUfifff secciqn of theregular deposit division. 

I interviewed these four women when they had been working for iqipnmmately three months 
at their new jobs. 

Todoroki-san: I told my homoroom teacher that I wanted a job as a telephone operator. N<^ 
man^ jobs exist for tdephone operaton because it is a job that can be continued for many yean. After 
sometime a recruitment card came to the school with the information that a telephone operator was 
warited by Taiyo Life Insurance Company. I had no idea whatTaiyo Life Insurance Company was. I 
asked my mother and she said it was a big well-known company. In the inner school competition I 
was soccesxful and became theqyplicantf or the job. 

Kit?«ia-san: Even before I entered high schcol I knew that I wanted to work alter high school 
graduation. I kniir that the occupational curriculum might help me find a job in the ftiture , so I chose 
that course of stnd>* When I started high school I knew that I wanted to work at a bank but was not 
specific about which banL At sdiool I learned of the position at Daiichi Bank and was ^le^ati with 
thechoice. 

Kitamura-san: I wanted to work at some kind of general company, but was told by my 
homeroom teacher that I was well suited to work in securities or banking. At the time of the inner 
schod competition, I was tdd that there was an opening in a securities company and thail 
might as well try. My parents are very pleased that I work in securities rather than at general office 
work. 

Suguya-san: Before I entered high school I knew that I wanted to find a job after graduation. 
I had studied abacus in junior and senior high school , was in the occupational studies curricuium and 
wanted to use my skills. I would have been satisfied with general office work. My homeroom teacher 
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saggesced that I might want to tiy for a job at a bank. My pare nu were against my decision because I 
hadbasiciillydeddedmyfQtDreformysdf. They are still not hi^y. 

Do fom ladttnuad the ymfpoic of yomr work t yomr compMy. cspeciaUy in 
coMcctiop ''^l^ y poapltf'i joba? 

Todorob-san: When I began working at the company I had no idea what kind of work a life 
insurance company did. Because I am a telephone open^, I feel that I an? sitting at the window of 
tbecompairytotheworid. I cannot be rude or insulting to any customer. When I ask the customers 
what business they hive, they describe their business. It is up to me to put them in touch with the 
right department. That requires me to think about the overall purposes of the various sections of Taiyo 
Life Insurance. Perhi^ I htve understood some. 

Kiknna-san: I really don't understand much beyond my own job. 

Kitamura-san: I am completdy occupied with trying to understand my cwn work, let alone 
trying to reach out to understand the bigger picture. 

Suguyt-sam I haven't had the time to tzy to understand the work of others or the relationship 
becweenthemandme. 

DoyoMfcclyoiarcpri>freasuiti«yP«'joby 

Todoroki-san: I hav^ ^ need to know eiioension numbers. There are certain people who 
always request the same extension when they call the office. Theminutetheysaytheirnameslhavea 
fairiygoodidMWhateiteaaiootbeywillberfiqueating. I have also memorized the list of employees 
tnd eaoensions in the company and when someone calh to ask for a person whose name is not 0^ 
lift, lean without hesitation sty that that person does not work at the main oflitt^ 

Kiknna-saa: I feel that I have made progress in the processing of accounts at the bank. I 
wanted to learn aboig moving money from a regular or current account into a time deposit account. It 
is a dilficuU procedure and I feel I have nustered that process at least to a certam Ihavealso 
learned quite a bit about accooming. I feel though that there are lots of things I have yet to learn , but 
am pleased with my progress so far. 

Kitamura-san: When I entered the aeca ities company I had no idea about what they really 
did. I had done accounting inhigb school, but the process of amnnnring in a secnritifi company is 
veiy different from the my I was taught it in school because the categories for accounting are 
different Atlast I have grown accustomed to this method of accounting. When I get a piece of pq>er 
I can recognize what kind of form it is and thereby know just about what I am supposed to ^ 
I have p rogressed pethy alittle. t, 

Suguya-san: Theworkl am doing now I think I understand. I however have not y^ learned 
about the total organizaiion of the bank. We h:ve a system of correspondence courses by which we 
learn more about the orgamzation of Jie bank. The course is required for all new employees and we 
must produce a written report every month. In order write the reports I have to read a very thick 
reference work. Utixy procedures are described in the book-regular accounts and office 
procedures-and it serves as good smdy for me. While reading 1 sometimes am able to learn about ihe 
very work I am doing and thus understand it within the scope of the overall organization. 

Arc yom settled U yoT lobs? 

Tokoroki-san: Two months oi training ended last month, now I do my job by myself At 
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"first when I took my com it answeriflg the phone at the company, I would answer "heb" not knowing 
whitiodonezt. UwasrathefCerrifying.especiaUywhenciistomerssaidsxranget^ Bythe 
startof the second month of trainiflg I was already handling most of the calls ^ I felt that 

tfteramonth and ahalf I wasprecrj^mnch sectledinmy job. 

KiJnint-san: My training lasts for three months, meaning that I have another month to go 
Eadi month from now on I wiU be tanghtaboot a different aspea of dep^ Ihavebeen 
ttaght mnch , but many forms and p^m are involved in th e preparation of a time deposit account so 
the job canbever]^ complicated. I still dontknow how to handle special customer caaes, for instance, 
when a customer has lost a chop Q)ersonal marks used to identiiy depositors when withdrawing 
money) or changed addresses because each case has a difTerent procedure. I feel that I have not settled 
into my job at all. I stt at the service window but behind others who are more experienced; however, 
I am watched by mai^ eyes, the customers* as well as my bosses'. Some day pcrfaq» I will be sitting 
directly in front of the customers. When I don't know what to do I ask one of my superiors to help 
me. 

Kitamur .-san: IfeelthatlhavecomealongwayainceenteringtbecofflpanySmaiithsago. I 
worry that I niay make a mistake and incur the anger of my SQpetiors. I fed that Ihavena settled in 
my job for I cannot do my work alone yet I have leaned everything presented to me, but so much 
remains for me to learn. Periu^bythis fall! will be able to be more settled. 

Suguya-san: I am ailast beginning to feel that I have begun to settle in my job. I am 
beginning to understand the day's flow of wort: artnmd the bank as well as the substance of what is 
actually being done. For me, as for Kikuna-san the amount of mateial to be mastered is very large, 
and much has not yet been covered in my training. I will begin to be really settled when I have bee 
uraghtandmasteredalargerportionof my work. However, I feel settled in the work that I have 
alreadybeentaughL 

Do yoi find what yam leanicd U Mgli achool ia of walae la yomf jobs? 

Todorokt-san: I was a student in the general studies curriculum at Sakoragaoka. Ifindthat 
there is absolritely no relati(mshtp between what I learned in school and what I am doing now as a job . 
I am not required to read books or to Tise an abacus Occasionally I do need to speak English when a 
call comesinfrom aforeigner. 

Kikuna-san: I was in the occupational studies cumwUlum at Sakuragaokn. I only :ue 
calculators for arithmetic in my work. The bookkeeping and Ibfcus I learned at school really play no 
part in my work at the banL Sometimes when handling a check I recall the kinds of materials we used 
to handle in one of the business studies courses we had at school. Sometimes, too, some of the words 
we used in the business courses are used again at work. I really don't feel that the language or 
mathematics coiurses I bad at Sakuragaoka have any bearing on the work I am doing now. I do use a 
type^titer occasionally end my experience with them at Sakuragaoka is iqpplicable. Occasionally a 
foreigner csmesin to exchange currency and then Ihave to use my English. 

Kitamura-san: I was in the general studies curriculum at Sakuragaoka. When I am working 
with aledger I am foibiddenfrom using a calculator because coo many mistakes are made. I must use 
an abacus. Thus the course in abacus from Sakuragaoka comes inhandy. Even though the method of 
bookkeeping at work is completely different from the method used at Mito Securities , knowing bow to 
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do bookkeeping in one system makes lenrning the next system much easier. 

Suguya-san: I was in the occupational cufricalum at Sakuragaoka. The only thing from 
Sakuragaoka that has helped me are the courses in abacus. At work we only use the abacus for 
caiculatioa My bank has not really mechanized like other larger banks have. On September 24 of this 
y^ we will be^ mechanization and thitt will make my job slightly easier and faster. I use English 
^mi^imt^ with foreign customers who come into the bank to change money into yen. Though those 
customers will be proceeding to the foreign exchange counters, I must at least step forward to ask, 
"M^ I help you?" and s^, "Please wait a minute." Wearerequiredtokeq>adiary from our first 
day of employment. IhavetowritedowneveryiJiingIdoandIafflgratefultomyJiq)aneseU^ 
teachers for the help they gave me in mn^tmnng characters. When customers come to open new 
accounts they must register at my counter and the slips for new accounts must be lyped. Even though 
the typewriiers are different from the ones we had at school, the position of the kana or syllabary are 
exactly the same so that mty also is fl|>plicable to my job. 

Do yoi hMM ^ ayt^ff y oi coitd rrrnmrnnA be added to the Stlafagaota 
cirriCTlwM to mmte it More tppUoJile to tie iobi fitfe gfadwatca will be doiaf ? 

Todoroki-ttn: OtCceautomaaon has taken over my company. It would probably be good if 
more practice with office madunes was required by the scbod in its cnrncul^^ The school ought to 
have Pft gtith conversation danes , rather than concentrating all its ^on ongrammar. 

Kikuna-san: More practice with office automation equipment would be helpful. Our 
experience was that we could wort with word processors only one hour per weeL The amount of 
time with otBce machines could be increased. 

Kitamura-san: In our third year in idgh school the amount of time on the word processor was 
decreased Even though I dc not use word processors or personal computers in my work, they s 
to be in every cffice so it would be good to provide more practice with them in school. At work, we 
use calculators with printout ti^ so it is easy to trace an error, much easier than with an abacus 
where printout is impossible. In my case, more fludy of an abacus would not have helped me at 
worL I only use the abacus for detennining change from a larger sum. 

Suguya-san: k is obvious that office automation is everywhere. In my case, however, I fed 
it would have been very profitable if I had been able to practice more with the abacus while I was in 
high school. It is compulsory for us at work to take courses in abacm, but the experience of having 
used one in school helps me to advance faster in the bank course. Those who have had no school 
experience take very loig to move up. I wish I had bee^ able to practice even more in high school, 
especially with doing sums. In the case of multipiicationit may be faster to use a calculator, but with 
sums the abacus is faster, espedally if one has been practicing. No matter what small company I 
would work for, I believe that it would be necessary to be able to do sums and differences with the 
abacus. Even when we mechanize the office, there will still be aplace for it. 

Do yoi bave aay ipecial ditiei comcefaiaf servtJig otbc rs in your ofnce? 

Todoroki-san: Because I am a telephone operator, I have no responsibilities for serving 
customers or taking care of other employees. In the old days pan of our work included serving tea but 
I have had no experience. I have also heard it said by older employees that they have never had the 
experience of serving tea so if that was ever a port of the job , it was a long tune ago. 




KjJnma-saii: When a customer comes to the bank I am reqmtd to make sure they are 
. comfoctable, by offeriiig a hot or cold drink to them. I hear a voice saying, "Kikuna-san please serve 
teatooorciutomer/andlknowitismytum. The way of putting the cup or glass oathecableis 
strictly decided and I have to follow thai format. 

Kitamura-sam The way that I serve drinks was taught to me by other women who are slightly 
above me in rank. 

Soguya-san: h ow bank pan of my work indudes preparing tea for everyone in the morning. 
Because the building is old. I have to come in early and let the water run oat of the t^ for a few 
minutes so that rust, other particles and smell dist^tpear. Then I can p re par e the tea. All new 
employees must do this job. During tea brea.^ at 3:00 I have to prepare and distribute the 
refreshments. 

What ia TOUT ercryday 'ifa ii^*^^ 

Todoroki-san: I dont live much differently than I did when I was a student. However, if the 
next day is a holiday or it is the weekend pay day J like to go out with my friends to Shinj 
other entertainment disoiato enjoy myself. Becanaelamatelephoneoperator, Icantjrstleavemy 
position when the lunch chime sounds at twelve. I have to wait for my replacement to arhve. My 
lunch time is never dearly decided and that is trying on my nerves. Sometimes I can go for lunch at 
1 1:30 ^MnMim^ at 12:00 and sometimes not until 12:30. Rules exist about how long aperson can 
continue working at the switchboard at one time , so I often get breaks , many more than wh en I was in 
high school. After an hcnr at the switchboard I get half anhour off, in contrast to school where 10 
minutes break came after SO minutes of classes. During breaks older employees knit, embroider or 
nap. If someone comes in to check on what we are doing, all the mafinai" <ur quickly put away. 
Since I am a new employee I am not allowed to do anything but read a book or help prepare telephone 
manualsforthei^ mpai^. 

Ki>:;jjda-san: My wort is also done on a rotation basis with three women alternating so lunch 
breaks can come at 1 1 :30 , 12:30 or 1 :30. We have other short breaks during the day but no time when 
I can actuaUyrestfrom my worklike Todoroki-san can. On SaturdiQ^ when lots of work tends to pile 
up I sometimes cannot get to lunch until 2:30. The bank is open until 12:30 cn Saturdays, but then we 
shut and complete lots of paperwork. Lunch break on Saturday is only 30 minutes after which we 
continue our work. We should finish the day on Saturday at 2:30 but we ofV^ continue until much 
later. Onweekdt^workusuallyfiniahes at 5:00 without overtime. If, however, totalsdo not match 
oramistakeinacccuninghasbeenmade, I have to stay^until after 6:00 to ndp find the mistake. If a 
meeting has been called , I stay until at least 6:30. Right now is the season for determining bonuses , 
so on Fridi^ the employees st^ after dosing hours until about 8:00 to dmm up spirit for the struggle 
with the company to obtain higher bonuses. 

Kitamura-san: I have to wake up every moming at 5:30 and must leave my house by 6:30 
since I live in Saitam^ and have to reach the center of Tokyo, a trip that takes 1-1/2 hours. When 1 
reach work, I get the company sign ready, add the morning's newspaper to the newspaper ftle, wash 
ashtrays or wipe desks. When it is really my turn to make sure ) ul tasks are completed I have to leave 
the house by 6:25. When work commences, I put the cc^^pany sign out in its proper phce 
Sometimes I have to clean up the morning's mess before the afternoon meetings can begin aod I have 




to £0 Without lunch to get ev^tyt^ing tidy before the afternoon begins. I iilie to pay attention to the 
details so even if my superiorstellmelcango to lunch, I try to make sure that everything has been 
comply ;d before I take my lunch hour. Intheaftemoonweare very busy. At the end of the month 
we can easily work until after 8:00. I return home by train and bus to Saitama, another hour and a half 
and so by the time I get home it is almost 10:00. When I get home I eat and bathe. Igotobedand 
suddenly it is the next work day. On Saturdays I finish at 12:40 and when busy at 1:30 so I have a 
chance to meet friends and do something before going home in the evening. 

Suguya-san: Ilivefarawayfrommyjob^too. I have get from Saitama to Tokyo every day. 
I get up at 5:30 and leave the house by 6:40. The recruitment card said work began at 8:4S. AcniaUy, 
we are expected to be at the company by 8:00 to listen to advice and instructions from the bra 
manager. Just before 8 we get the 4ust cloths ready for use so when we tppe^r before the branch 
manager we hav^'!::;. Just doths with us and bqin to dean after he has finished. After deaning up, 
we proceed to wash the cups and dishes that have piled up in the sink from meetings the day before. 
After these tasks are finished a superior comes by to teU us to b^in preparing tea for the day. Bythis 
time business hours have b^un and the customers and cUents begin arriving at the ba^ Wehaveto 
prepare tea, hot or cdddq)ending on the season, for the clients who visit All these small taskj are 
the duties of the new employees and are a part of our training. I then proceed to my work of 
processing recdpcs for the various bank transactions. My xvork involves lots of detailed filling in of 
fprni* fittttig myr tsf ttH^i:^ <n<4 mhfir tim^. r.ftft<ipmiftg t^tirg If customershaveloAa chop orwantto 
change the diop that is used with the accoiuit, I must complete aU the formaUties for t^ Icangoto 
lunch at any time between 1 1:30 and 2:30 depending on how busy we are but have to remain in the 
building. Sometimes I can't eat at all. Since we are only two people who work in shifts at the same 
job, while I am eating the other p^^son cannot leave her post. As soon as I am finished with lunch, I 
must come b^xk in order u relieve her. Although it said on the recruitment card that I would have an 
hour for lunch , most often I have ody 15 minutes to eat and get back to work. 

Do yom briaf yof ^ worfct 

Todofdci-san: Usually I bring my lunch but sometimes I eat in the company cafeteria. The 
cafeteria hdds abouti 00 peopleat atime. 

Kikuna-san: Compaig^ rules saythatwe cannot eat out. Employees used to be able to, but it 
was dedded that customers were kept waiting while employees were out for lunch so the rule was 
changed. We do get an hour for lunch but when the bank is very busy sometimes we have to get back 
toworkwithoutnuchtimeforabreaL I dways etf in the>campany cafeteria. It'sverysmall. 

Kitamura-san: I dways bring my lunch. 

Suguya-san: I bring my lunch since the bank does nothave a cafeteria. 
How do yom mae the aatorf receive? 

Todordd-san: I give ¥20,000 per month to my parents. I have a bank account at the post 
office where I deposit ¥S ,000 per month. In a few months I will be adding larger sums to the account 
I have joined a company insurance plan which costs money. I use ¥30,000 a month as pocket money. 
Theremainderlput in another savings account. 

Kikona-san: 80% d my sdary goes directly into a nonnd savings account at my bank My 
basic sdaiy is ¥100,000 and 20% of it or ¥20,000 goes directly into atime deposit. 
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Kitamura-san: To myparenrs I give ¥15,000 per month. I recently got a driver's license and 
havetorepaythecostofthetrainiag. That costs me ¥10,000 per montb. I put ¥20,000 per month in 
a savings account. I don't have time to go to the bank myself so my mother actually does the 
transactions. The rest of my salary I use as pocket money to buy cloches and ocher things. 

Suguya*san: I wort in a bank so my sslaty goes into a bank account with a hig!ier rate of 
interest. I withdraw the money that I need with my cash card. I givemyparents ¥30,000 per month. 
! put ¥5,000 per month into a bank account in my younger sister s name. My grandmother gets 
¥10,000 per month. The rest of the money I use as pocket money to buy clothes and entertain myself 
inmyfreetime. 

Whtt do yO tM«^ yOB W ill liftriay S j^^r^ ttm^f 

Todoroki-san: I first believed that I would only be in my job for 2 or 3 years and then would 
moveon. AsIdomyworitlhavecometofinditiiiterestingandhavegraduaUychangedmymind. I 
beUeve that I wiU be doing the same job in the same company inS years time. 

Kilcuna-ian: I also believe that in five yetfs' time I will be doing the same job at the same 
branch of Daiichi Kai!^yoo Bank. 

Kitamura-san: I have a feeling I will have quit and be doing another job somewhere else. I 
would rather be doi^g a job in the service industry than the one I have now , especially one where I feel 
I have my own personalis. I fed as if I am being molded into something that I am not at the job I am 
doing presently. I am quite differem from the person I was when I was in high school. 

Suguya-san: I have not even mastered my job at Gifu Bank yet, and every one or two years 
the content of my job will change. I am not entirely satisfied and feel that in 2 years or so I will tty to 
find another job. I would like to do a job which is more suited to my personality, one I can do and 
feelcomfonabledoing. 

Wtt will jtm be doif la 15 yean, wach yoi arc 33 or 34 fears old? A job? 
Ifltcrcalsy 

Todoroki-san: If I am doing the same job I am doing aow, I will be at my prime and a 
mainstay of the company. I might also have quit and be married. I really don't quite know. 

Kikuna-san: Ican'treailymakeanyconjectureab0Utwhatwillhq)penwhenIam33. 

Kitamura-san: I can't really make a conjecture. I might sdll be working or I might have 
married. I may also have gone for a long trip abroad. 

Suguya-san: If I have found a job I like and can do, I will be working there. Inbecweenifl 
have married and my husband agrees, I would still like to be working. Even if I have children. I 
would still like to be working. I definitely do not like staging at home. Iwonttowork. 
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INTERVIEW WITH 6 SFJDENTS 
AT 

SAKURAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO 

(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL) 
KITA-KU, TOKYO 

I idcerviewed 6 students, Yusa-san, Hagiwan-san, Seco-san, Kamata-san, Kitaura-san, and 
Kurosu-san at Sakurgaoka Joshi Kootoo Gakkoo. The interview with these students was completed 
before company entrance examinations had been Xsytn and represent the hopes and wishes of high 
school seniors before thetrfatores have been dead ^. 

Yvu-taa, 17 years old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives in Saiiama 
Prefecture (northwest of Tokyo and outside of the dty limits) with her parents. She indicated that she 
hoped to enter abank or securities company. ^ 

Hifiwm-siJi, 17 years old and a student inthe general studies program , Uves in Adachi-ku 
(north side of Tokyo, within the dJcy limits) with her parents. She also indicated that she wished to 
enter abank or securities company. 

Seto-stA, 17 yean old and a student in the general studies curriculum , lives in Arokawa-ku, 
(south of Adacfai-ku and east of Kita-kn) with Aer parents. She indicated that her first choice was to 
continue toaipedalized school. 

Knaita-m^ 17 years dd and a student in the cooking curnculum, lives in Saitama 
Prefecture with her parents. Sheindicatedthatshehopedtoenterapnntingcampai^. 

Kitsm-io, 18 years old and a student in the occupational cutiicutum, lives in Saitama 
Prefecture with her parents. She indicated that she wished to enter a bank or a securities company 
upongraduation. 

Kvosi-su, 17 years old and a student in the general studies curriculum, lives in Saitama 
Prefecture with her parents. Her first choice was to enter the nursing school attached to St. Luke s 
Hospital in Tokyo. 

What kimd of job woBld yom lifa to o iif<«y 

Yusa-san: I want to enter a bank or securities compai^, but I am especially interested in 
securities. 

Hagiwara-san: I also want to enter a bank or securities company, but I am not so fond of 
banks. Only time will tell what job I get. 

Seto-san: I haven't reallyttought about a job yet. I am on my wtq^ to a specialized school. I 
hope to be attending a specialized school that focuses oi business and will spend two years enrolled 
there. 

Kamatk-san: I have a friend who works for a printing company and that friend has introduced 
me. If I pass the company exam I will work at the printing company. 

Kitaura-san: I hope to enter a bank or securities company, but really would rather enter a 

bank. 

Kurosu: I would like to enter a4-year college and major in nursing. 
How will yOT go abo^t lookiiig tor a job? 

Yusa-san: I will look first for the sort of job J can do well. I will then mm in my ideas to my 
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teicbers and listen to their opunorj and will also ask my parents. I will choose the job that seems best 
"suited for me. Once selected by the school I still have to pass the entrance test. If I pass the test I will 
then worimy hardest to be a good employee. 

Hagiwara-san: I would like to find a job that is suited for me. I will tell my parents and my 
teachers about what I have decided. I will listen to my teachers' opinions because they have had 
experience with finding jobs for students. Then I shall make a final decision. 

Seto-san: I will esublisb an outline of jobs that I would like to do. Then I will ask my 
parents and teacben about the choices and dedde what job I want to do. 

Kamau-san: My maj(y is cooking at this schod and I will receive a cooking license when I 
graduate. I do not want to get a job that has anything to do with cooking. Hove cooking at home, 
but find no satisfaction in cooking in a work situation especially when coming home means more 
cooking is necessary . I have discussed this with my parents and my teachers. My mother has helped 
me find the job at the printing company through her friend . The feeling at the company is very good 
and I am h^y with the choice. 

Kitaura san: I will discuss the situation with my parents and teachers. I want to enter a 
com] mny which is not unfair or unjust. 

Kurosu-san: I dont know bow I wiU find the job I want after graduation from college. Once 
I enter nursing school, I want to work at various nursing jobs while I study. If my grades are good, I 
would like to contiAue to graduate scfaod and after that perhi^ go to nv 

Do 701 oftea talk to your place — cnM« eiora aad tcachcn ab<mt findinf > 

job? 

Yusa-san: My homeroom teacher is working with me and I believe she will help me find the 
job which is best suited for me. I have also listened to the opinions of other teachers. I know I will be 
all right if I rely on the judgmem of my teachers. After listening to all of them , the best choice can be 
made. 

Hagiwara-san: Finding and holding a job are things that will affea my whole future. Ihave 
asked many different people about what I should do. I have asked my teachers and parents, of course, 
but have also talked to neighbon who are working at companies I am interested in. 

Seto-san: I have not talked to my homeroom teacher yet about finding a job. Ihave, of 
course, talked to the counselors in charge of matriculation about the school I am going to attend. 

Kamau-san: IwillnotbetaUongtomyhcmeroomteacheraboutmyfuturejob. Imaytaikto 
one of the home economics teachers about the job , but I have not yet decided . 

Kitaura-san: I really dont know anything about fiLUOi^ a job. I will ask my teachers and 
investigate by looking in magazines and special books designed for job seekers. Thee I will dedde 

Kurosu-san: I will not be talking veiy much to my teachers. I have made the decision to go 
to nursing school and have told them that I would take the necessary tests. 

What kiiid of special atiUa do yo« think will in y w workt 

Yusu-san: Every company has installed and is using computers and word processors. It 
would be helpful if we had more training in these two subjects. We already have these machmes in 
school but don'rspend much time with them , so it would be good if we could learn more about them. 

Hagiwara-san: Workwith computers would be helpftil. I would like to get to the p'^^nt that I 
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. could enjoy working ^th oflice machines. I also like to calculate and move my fingers. I am a 
person who likes to challenge herself and would like to leammore spediic skills in all areas. 

Seco-san: Of course I would like to learn more about office machines. I don't know what I 
will be doing as a job, but I do know that I would like to learn more foreign language for it would 
make me more competitive in the future market place. I used learn English at a culture center in 
Tokyo. 

Kamata-sam I am entering a printing company and have heard that the employees must be 

able to do arithmetic. I will be working with very thin pieces of fdfa and would like to learn how to 

handle ptpec sheet by sheet. 

Kitaura-san: Computer study and English study would be helpful lo me. 

Kurosu-san: Since I want to go abroad at some point, I would like to learn much more 

English, espectally English conversation. Right now I am going to a juko to learn spoken English- 
fa the ididy of word pfocet |ii|| fd goMpitcfs yo» do at Satomftota 

yfTig|<>f[t yoT op Udoa? 

YusQ-san: In the occupational cxmculum we getto use word processors and co^ 

we only get to leam a few basics. If I want to learn more about programming or more about the 

operation of the word processor, it is not possible to do that at this school. I would have to go to a 

specialized school, I wanted to do that, Icould. 

Hagiwara-san: I am a person who like to tty many different things. Itwouldbewondefolif 

it were possible to master everything about an office machine in the short time we have with them. I 

don't like arandoffl or scattered i^jproach and would rather concentrate on one thing than try to tackle 

many. 

Seco-san: Computerprogranuningisnotpartafthegeneralstndiescurriculum. Ihavepiayed 
with the machines and fed that if I wanted to leammore, doing it on my own would be the best way. 

Kamata-san: Computer programnung is not part of the cooking coniculum. I have heard that 
computers are part of life at f printing company. Even though I have almost a year of high school 
stu(fy left, I am enrolled in cooking classes and I am not allowed to change my schedule. If I have 
some free tune I would ceitainly like to study m ore. 

Kitanra-san: At sdtiool we only study an outline of machine operation. QfTice automation is 
coming into every office. If I wanted to leam more , I could go to a specialized school for that training. 

ji%m thiffir t iidy ot S^kMniiaota ho aiv bcarimt on voif further 
sf dy «t gwrriiif school? 

Kurosu-san: All my subjects have formtu a good background for me. By just going lo high 
school I will not be ableto pass the nursing examination so I am going to a juku to study English and 
science. We don't have a high level of science at our school. I am ignoring most of what we are 
doing in school in order to concenirate on study for my entrance exams. I do pay dose atteniion in 
Fngii!th , Japanese, and sdence dasses because those have a rdationship lo the test I am going to take 
Otherwise I donot study what is being taught in high schod. 

Do yom think tt wonld h nt beeo better to attend a diff erent high school? 

Kurosu-san: When I entered this school I did not think I would be going to college and 
thought this school would be just fine. Now I really wish I could change to a program that offered 
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more sd e&ceand mtah. 
. . . Pace yott cgtef t compny how will yonf lives chtnge? 

Yusft-sao: I realiy dont know. Up t\ now I have been a scudeni and have relied on my 
teachers for acceptance and indulgence of me the way I am. Once I have a job, I hope to be more 
self-relianr. 

Hagiwara-sam At graduation this year I will no longer be a student. Up until this time I 
haven't been able to do anything on my own. If I make a mistake, I have to asrime responsibility for 
what I hove done. 

Seto-sam As I enter society I will become a responsible person. Fd like to be a person with 
an open personality. 

Kamata-sai;: I feel my life will not change particalariy m flssnming a job. My time of 
returning home will not change, and I haven't really got aig^ idea what else will be different 

Kitaura-san: While I was a student I recdved warnings from my parents and teachers. In 
entering sodeiy as a working person, I will no longer receive any such warnings. I will be 
responsible for myself 

Kuroso-san: I believe that among the group of people here, I will be the last one to enter 
society. Once I have my qnalilicttiocs I would like use them to the fullest. 

1^^* tht ifr wiMi Yf^'i • fttie into ygmt mtw jobs riytt away? 

Yusa-san: When I &*st ^mter the company I won't know exactly what my job is and I will be 
trying to leam what is necessi&y. Idon*ttfainkI viiUhavealjreemomear atall. I don't know even 
whatkindofrorklwiUbeddng.sothereisnowff^topredicthowlongitwiUtak^ ! 
hope to settle in as soon as passible. 

Hagiwara-san: I assume that I will not settle in for some time. I don't know what company I 
will enter nor do I knew whether I can accustom myself to the working environmem. I am also 
worried as to whether nor not I can even pass an cr jncce exam so thinking about settling in seems 
ratherfaroff. 

Seto-san: Whether ornot I am able to settle in will depend on what kind of job I am given. I 
wiU not settle in dght awi^ and I suspea I wiU work at 1^ onr year before I begin to fed a^ 
the new job. 

Kamau-san: What I wil! do in the future has nothing to do with what I am doing now in 
school. I know nothing about the printing buaness. It will probably rake me a long time before I can 
settle in to my new job. 

Kitaura-san: Ithinktbattbefeelingof beaig a ihdeni will linger for some time wit^ I 
wiU learn what I need to know in orderto do my job and get used to the environment. AfterthatlwiU 
begin to settle in. 

Kurosu-sam I am having tn}Uble imagining what I will be doing in a future job. Iflcanger 
my qualifications and work in a hospital , then I think I will be able to settle into my work. Many past 
students of Sakuragaokahave attended this college and I hope to get their hdp. 

How will voB lie the anlaiy yoi receive? 

Yusa-si^L' ! would like to save some of my salmy, buy the things I want, noi burden my 
parents with my wants and desires, and go on trip^ with friends. 
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H<s^wani-sai:* iwooldliltecosave.aiittleatatime.thesal&rylrecdve. I don't know what I 
will do with the money left over. Up to this time I iiave only had pocket money from my parents. 
Salary is difTereat from pocket money, and I have afeeling that in the beginning I won't know what to 
do with it I may well ask my parects for advice because I am not a strong-willed person. 

Seto-san: I am the sort of person who uses what money I receive, and I would like to spend 
my money on things I wanL The rest ofthe money I would like to save. 

Kraiau-san: Once I have got a job J will give my p£rents a certain amount every month. At 
bonus time I will give them lOSSofmybonus. Iwiilsavemostof the remainder, but spend some on 
things I want. 

What do yoi t hink yo^ will be doi ng \n s y eaw t\mt wliea yoi are 22 or 23 
years old? ^ 

YusQ-san: I have not been thinking about the distant future, but only about my immediate 
future. I would hope to be woridng and living every day as an individual. 

Hagiwara^san: If I enter the kind of job I want, I believe that I will be working in that 
positionsdll. If I don't get the kind of job I want and have to setue for something I don't want, I will 
be dtber living anindifferoitlifestjdt in thatcompanyorwiUhavequi^ Beyond that, I don't 

really know. I haven't thought about the future. Ihavebeenthinkingabouthowtoliveah^ylifein 
theimmediatefnture. 

Seto-san: Ithinktbatlwill^bedoingmyjob. I will also be learning something I want to 
learn. I mi^ want to work toward qualifications in some subjea or for a license. Thr study will not 
interfere with my job , but will be something I can do at home in my fim time. 

Kamata*san: Qncelgetajoblwillcontinnewithiteveniflammarried. 

Kitam-san: I fed I will have grown accustomed t^ my new job and company. SometimesI 
will get away by taking a trip somewhere. 

Kurosu-san: T^beworkinghard at being f. nurse. 
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INTERVIEWVITH 12 STUDENTS 
AT 

SAKUPAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO 
(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL) 
KITA-KU, TOKYO 

I interviewed twelve studems, Akanuma-san, Tamii-saa, Taicano-san, Kaneko san, 
Ooba*saii, Seidne-san, K. Taiudiashi*saa, NumaiiO'Safl, Ando-san, Sato-san, Tanaka-san, and Y. 
Taknhasfai-san at SakoragaQka Joshi Kootoo Gakkoo. The interview with these seniors was 
completed after company entrance examinations had been taken and represents the reactions of seniors 
whose immediate fatoreisdedded. 

Akittuaa-so, 18 years old and a student in the occapational corricolnm, lives in Saitama 
Prefecture (northwest of Tokyo and outside of the diy limits) with her parents. She wrote that she had 
chosen Asahi Qflice Machines, in Cbxio-fcu in theheait of the btisiness district as the company she 
wjuld enter. 

ToMki-sti^ 18 years old and a student in the occupational cunicolum, lives in Saitama 
Prefecture with her parents. She indicated that she had chosen Subaru Automobile Compai^ in 
Bunkyo-ku as the company she would enter. 

Ta&iAO-sflfl, 18 years old and t scodent in the occupational cuniculimi, lives in Kica-ku, the 
same ward as Sakuragaoka, with her parents. Zht indicated that she would enter the office of the 
masufactoring company Dainicfai Polishing Compaq^ in AdacU-tu (north side of Toi^, within the 
ciiylimits)in^nl. 

Kane^iUwifiA, 18 yem old and student in the occupational curriculum, lives in ItabasU-ku 
(northwest of ToLyo but sili within the dxy limits) with her parents. She indicated that she would 
enter TacJubana Securities Gmxpany in >Ghonbashi. She didn't know which branch she would be 
assigned to in April. 

Oobft-saii, 18 years old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives in S ai t a m a 
Prefecture with her parents. She wrote dtat she would enter >fihon Securities Company in Mbonbash^ 
inAprii. 

Sekime-itM, 18 years old and a studem in the occupational curriculum, lives m c>sirm^: 
Prefecture with her parents. She will begin wort at Sanwa Bank whose main office is in O.^it She 
was not sure wMch Tdkyo branch office she would be working at in April. 

K. Talmhaxki-su, 18 yean old and a .nudent inihe general studies curriculum, lives in 
Toshima-lcu (including Ikebukuro) with her parents. SheVill begin working at Fuji Bank whose main 
office is in Chiyoda-ku. Sht was not sure which branch office she would be working at in April. 

NvMmo-sna, 18 years old and a student in the general studies curriculum, lives in 
Adachi-ku (north side of Tokyo, within the diy limits) with her parents. She indicated that she would 
begin working at Nihon Securities Company in Nihonbashi in April. 

Afldo-iaA, 18 > ian old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives in Urawa Qcy, 
Saitama Prefecrre with her psrtetz In April she will begin a job ^th Ssdrama Bank whose main 
office is in Urawa, Saitama Prefecture. She was not sure which branch office she would be working 
at inAprii. 
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Stto-stA, J8 years old and a student in the occDpational ninicolum, lives with her family in 
Saitama Prefectore. She wrote that she will begin a job at >Hiion Tmst & Credit Bank whose main 
office is in Kudan Kita (ceniral Tokyo). She was not sure which branch office she would be working 
atinApril. 

TtttA&t'SUB. 18 years old ^d student in th occupational curriculum, lives in Adachi-ku with 
her parents. In April she will begin a job at J^an Express Trading Company in Minacn-ku (central 
Tokyo). 

Y. Takihiahi-ntt, 18 years old and a student in the occupat anal curriculum, lives in 
Adachi-ku with her parents. She indicated that she would begin working at Yamatane Securities 
Company in April, bat shewasnotsure about which branch office. 

How did yoi decide om yowf jobs? 

Akamuna-sui: IJiketousecGoxputenandwantedtGeaieracQmpai^wherelcouidusemy 
interest. Ilookedattherecratmeotcardsthatcriietothescboolandchosefnm 

Tomii-san: I have a great interest in rars and wanted to learn more d)out them. 

TatiuuKsan: I looked at all the coax Mudes' offerings in terms of salary and holidays on the 
recnmfflentcardsand decided onDaimchi. 

Kaneko-san: From the time I was in middle school I wanted to work in a finance company. 
From the varieqr of finance companies possible, I had heard that securities was an eacpanding field, 
and decided that I definitely wanted to work at a securities company. Hooked atthe recruitment cards 
that came to the school and chose one of them. 

Ooba-san: I wanted to enter a securities compai^ and looked at all the pamphlets and 
recruitment cards that came to the school to fijtd a company whosegoals were compatible with mine. 

Sekine-san: From the time I was a first year soident in middle school (12 years old) I knew 
that I wanted to find ajob after high school. If I were to work, I wanted to work in a bank. Hooked 
at the recruitment cards which came to the school and chose the one I will enter. 

K. Takahaahi-san: I wanted to wotx in a finance company. I looked at rherecruiiment cards 
anddeddedt 

Numano-san: My case is similar to the others. I looked at therecnutment cards, talked to my 
teacherswhohadrecoiP::uendationsandthen decided. 

Ando-san: From the time I was in ^ddle school I knew I wanted to find a job after high 
school. I looked at the recruitment cards and decided that I wanted to work in abank. 

Sato-san: I listed finance as my first choice on ^ffds passed out to us and then narrowed my 
choice down to a bank. I talked to my Mu±ers and graduates who had jobs already, and I decided 

Tanak£-san: Hooked at the recruitment cards and listened to the advice of my teachers and 
chose the compaj^ I am to work at. 

Y. Takahashi-san: I wanted to work in fijiince and chose securities from among the 
possibilities. Hooked at pamphlets and other materials and decided where 1 wanted to work. 

PtflWT T^l fif f My decided, did yo» >avc both a fim choic e coatcany and a 
secoflid choice compagy? 

Akanuma-san: I have an interest in office machines. I also have an inierest in how things 
work so my second choice was a conscrucuon company. I passed the entrance test for my first choice. 
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" * ' 'Tomii-san: My first cAoice was a finance compaay, but it was impossi^ 
will enter my sec J choice, Sobaru Automobile Compai^. 

Takano-san: My first, second and third choices were conscruaion companies. It seemed thai 
I was not suited for consnctton companies and g ave np the idea of trying to enter one. 

Kaneko-san: I bad three choices, bm failed at the enirance exams to the first two. Iwilljoin 
TflchibanaSeciintiesthisApril and am vety happy aboutthechoice. 

Ooba-san: Even though I corned in some other choices be*'''' ^ secnrides, my first choice 
was Miion Securities. I am happy that I will be able to join them. 

Sekine-san: I think that I was tuxcky, I was able to enter my first choice comp«iny, Sanwa 

Bonk. 

K. Takahashi-san: I turned in a number of choices. Most of them had something to do with 
finance. Iwasabletoentermyfirstchoice, FujiBank, andlamveryh^rpy. 

Numano-san: I thought entering a securities compai^ would be the best choice and I would 
beliq>piest. InApcil I wiUioin>Ghon Securities Company. 

Ando-san: Ihandedinthenuneof a number of banks which were my choices. lamh^y 
that I was able to entermy first chdce, Saitama Bank. 

Sato-san: Myfirstcfaoicewasadifferentkindofcompai^. Mysecondchdcewastbeban^ 
succeeded at entering. Since>GhonTrust£Cre(fitBankisweUknown,Iampleased. 

Tanakn-san: I had a first second and third choice. I was cfaoaen to take the test at my first 
choice. Ifailedtheentranceexam^butsocceededatthesecondemnforJapanExi^ 

Y. TakahaaU-san: My first choice was a bank, but I did na pass the entrance exam. My 
second choice was Yamatane , and now I feel that happy that I decided on a secori:^ ^ company. 

Did yoB wie I ft^ f^^fff Lift n^ff? yo» fof wkat pifpoie? What kind 
"^riMrriH^ did yiw read comcmdJit frtfc caaplqy cat? 

Akanuma-san: I only ivent to the counseling room to read pamphlets and look at recruitment 

c^ffds. 

Tomii-san: lonlywenttothecounselingroomtolookatrecruitmentcards. 

Takano-san: Iwenttoreadpamphletsandlookatrecruitmentcards. 

Kaneko: Iwenttolookatrecruitmentcardsandpamphletsinthecounselingroom. 

Ooba-san: Ilookedatpamphlecsandrecruitmentcardsinthecounselingroom. 

Sekine-san: I looked at pamphlets and recnntni^ cards. When I knew which company's 
test I was going to take, I went to the counseling room to read the informaiion booklet written by 
graduates of Sakuragaoka who now work at Sanwa bode. I used the information written about what 
kinds of questions would be on the entrflnrf test and about what kinds of questions would be asked in 
theinterview f orreference. 

K. Takahashi-sam I also looked at pamphleu and recruitmem cards and read the booklet 
wriaen by graduates of 5 itavagaoka who now work at Fuji Bank. 

Numano-san: 1 did the same kinds of things. I looked at pamphlets and recruitment cords and 
thebooklrts written by graduates, especially at what kind of questions would be asked on the exam. 

Ando-sam I only came to the counseling office to look at pamphlets and recruiiment cards 

Sau 'san: I looked atrecruitment cords. 
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Tanaka-^n: I looked at pamphlets and recroitment cards and read the prepared booJclec 
<'Ofl<^fliw>g sampleesuun questions and comments on the companies I was interested iiL 

Y. Takahashi-san: I am a volunteer worker in the coimseling office so I am aiways handling 
pamphlets and recraitment cards. For myself, I looked at the pamphlets and recruitmeni cards I was 
mostinterestedin. 

Whcft did yo» fim tf^ft »«tiig tfc ^ conucli^ f mt%m t A find ant i^ fftrmation? 

Akanuma-san: FromMayofmysenioryear. 

Tomii-san: FromM^ofmysemoryear. 

Kaneko-san: From August of my senior year. 

Ooba-san: From July of my senior year. 

Sekine*san: From July of my semor year. 

K. Takahasfai-san: From August of my senior year. ^ 

Numano-san: From August of my senior year. 

Ando-sam I don't really remember, but I think from My of my senior year. 

Sato-san: From July of my senior year. ^ 

Tanaka-san: IdontreaUyremember,butIthinklramJulyQfmysemoryear. 

Y. TakabasU-san: From July of my semor year. 

Did fcm fill omt amy paperi ht fcf aH g • jnti aa d haad the^ ^« to your 

Akanuma-san: I filled out a page listing my basic statistics about where I lived, where I 
wanted to work, and what kind of work I wanted to do an<! my special skills and interests. Then I 
completed a li£ of my choice of companies from first third and ^"^rote a paragraph justifying the 
choice. 

Tomii*san: The same. 
Taka^iO-san: ^sesame. 
Kaneko-san: The same. 
Ooba*san: The same. 
Sekine-san: The same. 
K. Takahashi-san: The same. 
Numano-san: The same. 
Ando-san: Thesame. 
Sato-san: The same. 

Tanaka-san: Thesame. ^ 
Y. Takahashi-san: Thesame. 

Did yoi olteft talk to yowt coMseiofs abo^t fiadimg a job? Wiicii did you 
^UItu^iJ^f tothcfli? 

Akanuma-san: I didn't talk to them vtay often. I first started a discussion about jobs around 
the time of summer vacation in August 

Tomii-san: I often talked to my teachers b^inning about My. 

Takano-san: 1 talked to my teacher, Mr. Yamanaka, who originally told me about the job 1 
presently have, but I did not talk to any of the actual counselors vety much ai all Mr. Yamanaka bad a 
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stodeotlasiyetf who also entered Daimcbi. 

Kaneko-sto: I didn't :alL to Mr. Nirei (the head counselor, inrervic 7 appears on previous 
pages) very much at all. I talked to my homeroom teacher to some ooent beginning about the end of 
My. 

Ooba-san: I didn't do much caUdng to my teachers. During summer vacation I did have a 
chance to talk a bit irixh them. 

Sekine-san: I didn't do much talking , but did a bit around the beginnii^ of sonuner vacation. 

K. TakahasU-saa: I didn't do talking as such, but I did have Mr. Mrd do apractice interview 
i?ithme. I began talking to my teachers about getting a job in July. 

Numano-san: When the new school year started I really didn't have any idea about what I 
was going to do after I graduated. I spent a lot of time talking to my homeroom teacher and she told 
me what she thought would be a good job for me. The counselon don't have much time and are very 
busy so I didn't really have a chance to talk to them. 

Ando-san: I talked often to my teachers around the time of summer vacation and discussed 
how to perform in an interview. 

Sato-san: My homeroom teacher was very helpfd to me in informal discussions about what 
kind of job I should obtain. We started talking together around the time of summer vacation. Withthe 
counselors I practiced for the ccmpiny interview and talked ab out the r^wt^f^ of the ezaminaaon. 

Tanaka*san: My homer jom teacher was easier to talk to and more readily accessible so I 
talked often to him from around thetime of summer vacation. 

Y. Takahashi-san: For the most part I only talked to my homeroom teacher. I failed one 
exam and after that I had amuch longer t^'^with my teacher and decided what I was going to do next 
•< hrtcc did yoir JloaaerooM tenchen, coi«Miftn or others give 

Akanuma-san: My teachers told me that they hadn't heard from me. I didn't ask so I didn t 
get any advice. 

Tomii-san: My teacher looked at my grades and told me whether or not I had a Jiance of 
entering acertaincompan^. 

Takano-san: Many Sakoragaoka graduates now work at Dainichi. They told me about the 
feeling of the company, the interview and about the content of the test. Since the test had lOpansin 
wasimpoctanttoknow aboutitabead of time. 

Kanexo-san: My teacher told me to talk to graduates who worked at Tacbbana. They told me 
about the emrancetest and theinterview. 

Ooba-san: I didn't really ask advice of my teachers, but they helped me with mock 
interviews. Once I had decided on an entrance exam , I tal>:ed to Sakuragaoka graduates now working 
>Ghon Securities about tke contem of the interview and how long it would be. 

Sekine-san: I didn't get any special advice. My teachers did aikme where I was going tc jy 
and when I tolc! them, they gave me some company pamphlets and booklets prepared by graduates so I 
could studyfor the entrance exam. 

K. Takahashi-san: At lirst I didn't know if I should try for a general office job or a finance 
job. Myteachers asked mequestionsthathelped me dedde. 
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. • - -Numoiio-saa: Once I had decided which exam I would tiy. my teachers helped me wiih 
advice about opemng and dosiiig doors, how to take exams and how not to look perplexed. 

Ando-san: I didn't really get much advice, but I did talk with my teachers about interviews, 
down to the smallest detail. They also told me about living a proper life as away to help get a job . 

Sato-sam My teachers talked to me about inten^ews and behavior belore my exams. I talked 
to one graduate who now works at the bank. She is a good friend and otTered me advice. 

Tanaka-san: I wasn't sure whether to try general office work or a finance company. I talked 
to my teacher and decided to choose g^meral office work. I also received advice about the interview. 

Y. Takahasbi'San: I bad many sections on my entrance tes^ but was offered good advice by 
myteachersaboutthe interview. ^ 

Did yoi get —y wmdaf f f^m teachers < m- gft««€^inrs? 

Akanuma-sam Since I didn'ttalktomyteachenttall, I gotno warnings. They did tell me to 
watch my use of language. 

Tofflii-san: Theytddmethatduringtheinterviewlshouldreplypromptlyandbriskly. 

Takano-san: Iwas told to watch my language and bevecy careful of hon I made greetings. 
They also toid me to be careful about my hair and doches. 

Kaneko-san: Theytold me to answerprompdy during the interne They also told me to be 
careful of how I made greetings. 

Ooba-san: Things that come to mind are greetings and use of language. They encouraged me 
to reply briskly during the inter ... w when I was asked aquesdoo. 

Sekine-san: I was warned fiuoot use of language and to exhibit positive ioerestdi^^ 
interview. They also advised me to be the first person widi her hand up to ask questions duri^ 
quescion^answer section of the intennew. I was to ask my question loudly and deariy. 

K. Takahashi-san: I was warned about use of language and to reply smartly during the 
interview. They also told me r make rare my dothes were not rumpled. 

Numano-san: I have ahabit of thinking out loud and as I do I say, "eeto" (Japanese pruse 
mechanism like our "well*). My teacher told me to think first to myself and try to stop s^ping "eeto" 
so nany times. 

Ando-san: Mostly my teachers talked to me about how to perfoan well at the interview I 
was told to reply briskly and to make a good impression on the interviewers by showing interest. 

Sato-san: I practiced the interview section man^ times over with my teachers. I was warned 
about my behavior. Espedally because my voice is very low. I was told to try to speak up during the 
interview. 

Tanaka-san: Iwastoldtobecarefolof my use of greetings and general use of language. I 
am the type of person who gets nervous easily and so my teachers told me to relax during the 
interview and speakupdeeriy. 

Takahashi-san: Myparentsespedallyhelpedmepracciceforthecompanyinterviewmany 
times. I let all this practice pile up inside me so that I w^uld not be nervous when I got to the real 
interview. 

pjtf Ji%^ fj^l t: to your parents aboat the urocesa of findina ii loh? What did 
yon talk ahoat with tbem? 

or 
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Akanuma-saiL I did talk to my parents about jobs, but smce I was gomg to find e job at a 
- company I wanted to enter, I didn't taUc about the spediic place. They said that I should not try to 
enter afinance company but should tfy my hardest wherever I decided. 

Tomii-san: ^ did talk to my parents about jobs and they agreed with my choice. They told me 
to try my hardest 

Takano-san: I didn'tdo any special talking to my parents. I told them where I was tiying for 
and they didn't seem to espeda'Jy oppose the choice. Rather they said wherever I chose, I should try 
my best to succeed. Otherthant atwedidn'ttalk. 

Kaneko-san: I spent most of my time talking to my father. At first I couldn't decide whether 
to tcy to enter a bank or a securities company and my father was against me tiyt^ I also 

i&ad the feelingtbattbe securities companies would be expanding and so chose secwities. 

Ooba-san: I waant sore whether to choose general oCQce work or a banL I asked my 
parents aboutthe choice, but in the end did wliat If elt was best. I didnt talk much to them. 

Sekine-tan: From the beginning I told them I wanted to enter I bank. What I talked to my 
parentt about was which bank I bad chosen and they were not partiailady opposed I 
asked about other banks, too, and after I asked, my mother did go to the trouble of finding out 
information aboutthem. She told me sbcnitcQmpai^condiciQos, the salaries, and the working houn. 
She helped me very much. 

K. Takahashi-san: I talked a lot to my mother. Intheendabesaidtomethatthechoiceof job 
wasmineandthfltlshould think carefully. Ireadcompanypamphietsand decided. 

NumaiiO-san: I didn't do ai^ special talking to my parents. Idecidedformyself and when 
the decision hiu been made I told my pmcats the content of what I was going to do. They wished me 
luck and told me topersevere. 

Ando-san: I didnt really talk to them. They told me to choose the place where I thought I 
could work my hardest and do my best. I did the rest of the deciding for myself. 

Sato-san: My pareats didn't especially tell me where to choose. When I told them where I 
had chosen they replied that I should do my besr to succeed at what I wanted. 

Tanaka-aan: I talked to my parents first about whether I should choose a general office 
company or afinance company. When I decide that I would try to enter ageneral office firm, my 
pitfentssaidnotUnginparticularagainstmydecision. 

Y. Takahashi-saa: Ididn'tliave special discussions with them. Tbey did tell me to choose a 
job where I would fed comf enable and to ay my best. ^ 

Did jom viatt coMpiay? Wliea? 

Akanuma-san: I didn^tvisiimy company. 

Tomii'San: After I knew which entrance exam I was goirg to take, I visited the company 
twicein during sur'nervacadon. Imetthepersonneidireaor. 

Takano-san: When I knew what company i was going to try for, I visited during 
September. I went to see the personnel officer and was guided arovjid the company 

Kaneko-san: Once the company I was to try for was decided, 1 went on S August and was 
given a tour of tfie whole company. 

Ooba-san: At the beginning 1 found out where the company was located and set up an 
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tppcism.^ CO see it with aiiother friend around the ddle of My. To me the visit seemed both like a 
tour and a test I heard much about the company from the personnel in the office. 

Sekine-san: When the company I was to try had been decided at school, I went for a visit 
around the beginning of My. I found that about 10 other students hod been invited along v^th me 
We were shown the inside of the buiiding and were shown a video about one day's flow of work 
through the banL I was also asked some simple questions by a member of personnel. 

K. Takahashi-san: At the end of My I was asked to come to the training center. I saw a 
company video about the bank's work and Mstoty. After that I had a face to face interview with a 
member of pers(mnel. 

Nomano-san: I didn't go for a visit to the compaiq^. During the interview section of the 
entrance exam Iheard a general erplanation of the workings of the company. ^ 

Ando-san: I went to see the oooide of the compai^s building in Mie. Ducing sommer 
vacation I visited the bank for one dq^ with 4 ocberpeople who had also been asked to come. I went 
to the main office and business section. At the main office I had an interview with a member of the 
personnel depMment. ktbebusineassectionlwasshowntheforeignexchangeandcuscomerservice 
sections. Wlw I saw and what I had imagined as the workix^s of a bank were very di£ferenL Iwas 
especially impressed by its size and the mood I decided I want to work there and would try hard to 
acMevemygoal. 

Sato*san: When it was decided which compai^ I would tty to enter, I went for a visit. 
However, the visit tornedonit to be more of a test, incliiding a personal I never did see the 

inside of the banL 

Tanaka-san: I didn't succeed in passing the entrance exam until the end of January so there 
wasn't $sy time to pay a visit to the company. 

Y. Takahashi-san: I went on my own to find out jus: where the company was located. Later, 
I setup an iq)pointment and toured theinside of the entire buildi^ 

Did yo» rtody fy ^p^^^^ TTtr^ 

Akanuma-san: The test was anincerview and IQ test so I didn't have any special studying to 

do. 

Tomii-san: I pracdcedgeneralknowledgeexams everyday at the school. I also practiced for 
tlieinterview. 

Tiikano-san: I didn't do any special studying for the entrance exam. 

Kaneko-san: For the general knowledge test I Bad I book I studied. I did likewise for the 
interview. There was a book about the finance world in general whicj I bought and read for 
reference. I found itvery helpful. 

Ooba-san: I practiced for the interview and read company pamphlets to help me at the exam. 
I wasn't asked much about the company so the study was not particularly useful but I believe the study 
will help me later when I begin working . 

Sekine-san: I practiced for the IQ test at home with a book. At school! did no particular 
studying for th^ entrance exam. I did read a book about Sanwa Bank as a matter of reference and I 
feel ithelpedme with the exam. 

K. Takab^sbi-san: I practiced for Jo^eselanguage. mathematics and English sections of the 
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entrance exam and for the interview. I read a book about the history of the company which I had 
bought 

Nomano-saii! I bought some books for myself. M7 hnmeroom teacher also had a lot of 
books and I borrowed and read them. I read company pamphlec^ to try to get an overview of the kind 
of work a securities company did. Even though I had studied, no questions were asked about Nihon 
Securities so in the end the study was not necessary. 

Ando-san: There were no special knowledge sections on my exam so I didn't have to study 
for that. I did practice for the inrerview section and spent most of my time concffmraiing on what's 
and how's of answenng questions. I knew that there would be an IQ test so at school when I hod 
time I did practice IQtes(5 to get ready. Ifeltallthestudywasworthmytime. 

Sato-san: I practiced for the interview with my homeroom teacher. I knew that there would 
be an IQ test so everyday at school I practiced with mock IQ tests. I wasn't sure whether or not there 
would be a general knowledge test on the exam, so during summer vacation I bcught a book to help 
me. I dida'thave achance to read the book and took the written trm without prior preparation. 

Tanaka-san: I bcfoght a book about irzerviewing. My teacher helpeil me practice for the 
interview and read over the compoaitiQns I attempted to write. FortfaelQseaionofthetestltook 
mock examshere at the school. All thepreparadonhelpedmeattbereal exam. 

Y. Takahashi-san: I am not very good at taking IQ exams. Myteacherordert^metobuya 
variety of books abootlQ tests and I bought 4 volumes. At the actual exam I had to takt a personality 
inventory and not an IQ test so in the end my study was inappropriate. 

How Maay eatraacc exams did yoa take? 

Akrauma-san: lonlyhadtotakeoneentranceexam. 

Tomii'San: lonlyhadtotakeoneentranceexam. 

Takano-san: Ittookthree entrance exams before i passed one. 

Kaneko-san: lonlyhadtotakeoneentranceexam. 

Ooba-san: I oalyhadtotaki^ one entrance exam. 

Sekine-sam lonlyhadtotakeoneentranceexam. 

K. Takahashi-san: lonlyhadtotakeoneentranceexam. 

Numano-sao: I onlyhad to Dike one entrance exam. 

Ando-san: Tcalyhadtotakeoceentranceexam. 

Sato-san: lonlyhadtotakeoneentranceexam. ^ 

Tanaka-san: lonlyhadtotakeoneentranceexam. 

Y. Takahashi-san: It took two entrance exams before I passed one. 

What was the coateal of yo^r tatraace eiam? 

Akanuma-san: I had only an interview and IQ test N::ither was diffit alt; in faa, both were 
quite a lot of fun. 

Tomii-san: My test was an interview and general knowledge test. Both were very difficult 

forme. 

Takamv-san: My test consisted of general knowledge , an imerview , a medical , and a test 
consisting of Js^anese language, maihemoucs, science, social studies, English, and abacus. The 
hardest part was the English test. 
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Kaneko-san: The tea at my company was general Jmowledge including sections on Japanese 
^ langTiflge, mnthemaucs, science and social soidies, a medical, a composition and an interview. The 
concent was not so difficult because I had practiced beforehand. The intemew was conducted with S 
students and 2 it^icrviewen. I was asked only to answer one question, and the entire session lasted 
only 5 minres. The general knowledge test took 50 minutes, but the medical is still to betaken. 

Ooba-san: Ihadanintervi^w and a medical. Thatwasali. Because the only real test was an 
interview, I became very nervous. There were 3 interviewers and only me and I felt as if questions 
were comirgfrom all directions. The interview lasted ;ibout20 minutes. 

Sekine-s£n: The written test was Jt^>aneselanguage, mathematics, social studies and English. 
After that I had amedical and an interview. The interview was a group interview, with 5 students and 
two 2 interviewen and lasted 50 minutes. During the interview I remembered to raise my hand and be 
fir^ to ask a question. ^ 

K. Takahashi-san: My written test was Ji^Mnese language, mathematics, and English and 
lasted one hour. Later! was given an IQ test of 3 hours which seemed very long. The interview was 
with 2 interviewers and me. 

Numano-san: The interview test consisted of three interviewen Ihun the company and me. 
and lasted 1 hour. I found it dtfliculL The IQ test was only 30 minutes. After that I was given a 
medical exam and it seemed to me that the medicals were given only to those who were the most lik^l'^ 
candidates. 

Ando-san: I was given a medical, an IQ test, and an interview. On the first day the interview 
consisted of one interviewer and 4 students and lasted for 20 minutes. The IQ test lasted half a day 
and was the most difficultpart of the testing. On the second day the medical exam lasted all afternoon. 

Sato-san: Ihadapersonali^inventory, an IQ test, a composition, a medical and a written 
exam consisting of Ef^glish, mathematics, and Jiq>anese language. The interview include^ 3 people 
from the company and me and lasted about 10 minutes. The composition was the most difficult pan of 
the eiam because the topic! had to write on was, "My Favorite Season." Sakurogaoka graduates now 
in the company had told me about what was likdy to be the composition topic. I had practiced and 
was veiy ready for, "Life as a Member of Soaety " which had been the topic for the two years before. 
When I saw the different title I panicked and had to compose myself. 

Tanaka-san: In the morning I bq[an with an IQ test In the afternoon was the medical exam 
and the interview. The interview consisted of me with 3 company people. The interview of 30 
minutes was the most difficultpanof the exam. 

Y. Takahashi-san: The entrance exam was^i composition, an interview, an IQ test, 
personality inventory, agenerai knowledge exam and a medical. It lasted from 9:30 in the morning to 
5:00 in the evening. Everything was difficult Thecompositionwasexpectedtobewritteninbetween 
the interviews. Itwasverydifficulttoconcentrateonthetopic, "Speaking About Me." 

^}} jn M vi yow wm tkmt • ^^fi^ pfii^^^ 

Akanoma-san: The training sessions will b^in on 31 March, but I will actually start going to 
the company eveiyday from 25 March. 

Tomii-nm: I think there will he some kind of training at the end of March, but that is not yet 
clear. ThefirstformaldayofworkisI April. 
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Tflknno-saii: Thefimdayoftnimiigisl April. 

Kimeko-san: Idoftteacflcdykm^wwlrfltbnmchl wiUbeworfdiig The tnumng period 1ms 
not been set, but workf ormally begins on 1 April. 

Ooba-san: la March I will have to go to the company several ttme^ for the physical and other 
tasks. Work actually begins on 1 April. 

Selcine-san: Training will begin atthe end of March. The entrance ceremonies will be held on 
lApril. AtthattimelwilileamwhatbranchlwiUbesentto. 

K. Takahashi-san: I must take a medical exam in the middle of March. Work begins on 1 

AprU. 

Numano-san: I don't know any exaa details, but sometime around the middle or end of 
March we will start training. Woriactnallybeginsonl April. 

Ando-san: I don't know any details about work, except that it should begin on 1 April and 
before that there should betndning. 

Sato-san: Training will be held for 4 days in March. The entrance ceremonies v/ill be held on 

lApril. 

T^naka-san: I dunk there will betndning but have received no word about the dates. The 
com^<>ay entrance cen'momesvilibeon lApril. 

Y. Takaha&ni'San: Training will be from 25 to 29 Itiarch. The last 3 days will be spent at the 
company traiiiing center in Fuji-Qiy (Shizuoka Prefecture). We will stay there and then return to 
Tokyo to begin work on 1 ^ril. 

How do yoi f ggl rif ht flow ts you loofc at the job yo^ arc mbont to btpnl 

Akanuma-san: The number of days we are expected to come to school has already been 
reduced to aminimum. In a wi^ I am hi^y because school is over, but very soon I will have to be 
working every day and I am feeling uneasy. Myfeelings are complicated. 

Tomii-san: Uutii this point I have gone back and forth to school every day. From now on I 
will be going to work on my own and I feel uneasy. 

Takano-sam Around the time of summer vacation of my senior year I felt I wanted to 
graduate as fast as possible and start working. Now as I am one step away from becoming a full 
member of society, I wonder how I will be existing at work everyday. I am uneasy. 

Kaneko-san: Untilthispointlwasamemberof a cltss and therefore of a group. I assumed 
responsibility for everything as a part of the larger group. As a member of society, I will be 
responsible for myself and my actions. If I make a xniAake I will have to take the blame and this 
makes me uneasy. Yet I look forward in other ways to assuming my role in sodety. 

Ooba-san: I have been to visit the company many times during summer vacuion and enjoyed 
the good spirit there. Now I want to eater that world of good spint and start working with total 
devotion for my compai^. 

Sekine-san: ! sense that I will be entering the larger society of Jap^ in April. I want to take 
my awareness to my company and settle in as soon as possible. 

K. Takahashi-sam Before I passed the entrance exam all I could think about was how I 
wanted to leave^school and start to work. Once enirnnce to a company was decided I stoned thinkin g 
about the responsibilities I was about to bear. Even though I had assumed much responsibility as a 
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scudem, I see how much more I will assume after school Timsbes and I am uneasy 

_ Ndmiuio-jan: I will become a full member of soaecy . I wont to work with all effort for my 
company and I am expectant of what will happen in the future. At the same cime I wonder if I am 
capable of doing the work required of me. I often write letters to graduates of Sakuragaoka who were 
in the same club some years before and explain my feelings. They reply by letter that they also had the 
same kinds of feelings, and I ha^^^e realized that I am not the only person to experience these things. 

Ando-san: From now on I will be working and thatthought makes me uneesy. When I think 
about the f aa that student life is coming to an end , then a job doesn' t seem like such a good idea The 
feelings of indulgence I had from my teachers will be no longer. However, I know that having a job 
is something I want very much and I am ready to try my best. 

Sato-san: I am a person who up to now has been a student but after April I will become a full 
member of a society which is vertical in structure. I must be careful of my behavior and use of 
language and this will be difficult for me. I don't think anyone will allow me to make mistakes and 
that makes me uneasy , but I will try my best 

Tanaka-san: As the days I go to school get decrease, the d&«£ of enuy into the company 
becomes nearer. The world I will be entering is populated by people old^ than myself and from now 
on I must pay careful attention to my use of words and to etiquette. I am worried whether or not I will 
be able to do the work requested of me. 

Y . Takahashi san: I once believed that once I finished school I would not have to think about 
studying at all. Tb^ ^*;ident of the compai^ has already told xis that in May there is a national test I 
mu:rt rai:e, and I have I'ealizeo that my studying has just begun. Needless to say, I am uneasy. 

Wha t CMCtty will ycm ^^*f f y*^"** ^*»«tfc*«iyY ^fc*^ will be the com^nt of 
yoBf job? Do yen feel it will fcafatoaige with yowr pcftoaality? 

Akanuma-sam I will go to other companies and process all their invcices , bills and receipts 
by computer. I like to use machines and feel that I will enjoy the work I will be doii^g. 

Tomii-san: I will be doing general office work and assisi in the sales and upkeep of car^ My 
teachers have told me any number of t^mes that I will suited for this kind of job and I feel the same. 

Takano-san: My new job will be that of an p:>sistam to help visiting professors do theii* 
lesearch. Up to this point have followed the occupational curriculum at the school. The new job 
involves working with industiy and I really don't know how I will like it. 

Kaneko-san: The company I will be working at is a company which assists other securities 
companies. I will be doing office work, but I don't knew exactly what. I am a person who likes to 
work briskly and will probably enjoy the vigor with wh^ business is done. My teachers have also 
told me and I beUeve that I am fit for the work I am about to begin. 

Ooba-san: I have been told by a person in the company that I will be working in the 
preparation or in the purchase section of >fihon Securities Company. I like office work and feel the 
choice is good. 

Sekine>san: When I had a recent interview at the company I was told that those workers who 
were good at English had a chance of being transferred overseas or of working in Osakk, but that since 
my English was not very good. I would have to be content with office work. I like general office 
work and will bh in the #3 office section. I will work with customers or with iniennl affairs. 




K. Takahashi-san: I will be working at Fuji Bank and recentiy received a survey form asking 
" me to choose castomer service, inremal affairs or word proc ssing as the job I would lik:e co do I 
chose inienxal affairs becs'use I chink it would suit memore than customs 

Nomano-san: I haven't exactly been told what my work will be. but I have a feeling thai I 
will be working with calculation or bookkeeping at Mhon Secohcies Company, a company that 
handles the securities of laige mtnufaourers. I like these subjects at school and feel I will like them in 
theoffice. 

Ando-san: I don't know the exaa content of my work at Saitama BanL I will be doing 
customer service, computer input or general office work. I don't where I will be assigned and have no 
personal preference. I will try to do my best at whatever I am assigned to do. 

Sato-san: thhoa Trust and Credit Bank deals in publishing yearly finanaal figures. .1 
received a survey from them asking what I wanted to do and I indicated that I wanted either customer 
service or general office wxk. After that I had an interview with a compai^ official who r.sed both 
the results of the survey and the personality inventory I had taken to try to determine what I would be 
best at doing . I will be hi^y with whatever is decided for me and will try my best at whatever job . 

Tanaki-san: I believe I will be doing office work and dealing with insurance at Japan Express 
Trading Company. OtGce work is what I had requested from the beginning so I think the choice is 
good. 

Y. Ttkahashi'San: I don't know details but I believe I will be doing general office work at 
Yamatane Securities Compai^. Ithinksalesorprocessingof securitiesiswociwell-suitedforme. 
Whtt do jam Meed to he twarc of once yon start your jobs? 

Akanuma-san: I wiU be doing work with machines and expea to be reprimanded for my 
slowness. 

Tomii-san: The office is basically women and I cxpea at least for a while to be ibe target of 
their conversation. lexpeatoberepnmandedformybehaviorand etiquette 

Takano-san: Not many women are in this company , so I won't be disciplined by them , but I 
will have tamind my manners. It is a busy company and I must do my work efficiently or I won't be 
able to keep up. 

Kaneko*san: My company is mostly men, and the women of the company have to be very 
careful of their bebaviorinfront of them. When the women ofthe company do gatherj am afraid thai 
I will be picked on as the youngest among them. 

Ooba-san: Everything I do at the company willjje new so I expea to be told and correaed 
about many things. 

Sekine-san: There will be many things to learn at my job. I will be allowed to ask for 
assistance once , but i am afraid that I will ask too many times and incur anger. 

K. Takahashi-san: The job will be difficult and I expea to make mistakes, but I must be 
careful not to make the same mistake twice . 

Numano-san: I will make lots of mistakes in the beginning After that I wiU uy not to make 
the same mistake because if I do . my superiors will get angry at me. I am trying tc keep an open mm J 
and hope that I progress 

Ando-san: I e::pea to have lots things I don't understand I hope to learn all 1 have to learn 
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After being told onlyoace 

Sflto-SAii: I want to learn what I have been taught and not have to be told again I will also 

have to be aware of my use of language and etiquette because no one will tell me what 1 am supposed 
to say-I am expected to know already how to be polite. 

Tanaka*san: Ar first I will not know how to do my work and expea to be late in flmshing my 
job. I expea to be reprimanded often. Language a^ etiquette will be problems for me and I may be 
told what not to say. 

Y. Takabashi-san: I am sure that I will be reprimanded for many small things I hope thai 
once I have heard something I will remember it and nc* have to be told again. 

Wht fcUd of ipecial <HH< rfo yon think you will aeed to wort at youf 
compaay? Art these *Hii» ynm Itmcd t SakMagmoka? 

Akanuma-san: The contem of the work will be much the same as what I have learned in 

school 

Tomii-san: Since the work is office work, I will need to be able to use the abacus which I 
have scodied here in school. 

Takino-snn: Ithinkmyscudy of the abacus and word processors will be useful in my work. 
Beyond that I don't know what kind of special skills I will need. 

Kaneko-san: I think that my abacus training will come in handy at work. As for other skills, 
I believe I wiU have to learn them at work from my superiors. 

Ooba*san: I fed I will use the abacus and word prtKessor training at work, but I also fed thai 
there are many skills to be learned once I start. 

Sekine-sam I will be using my abacus training at worL 

K. Takahashi-san: I fed the study of abacus and word processor will be helpful . 

Numano-san: I wiUprnbably be able to use my abacus and word processor traiiiing. At work 
I will learn other skills from my superiors. 

Ando-san: I think the abacus will be the most useful. If I do use a computer at work, I am 
most certain^that it will be different from the ones we have used at school so I will need to learn at 
work, buiwith alittle effort! should be able to. 

Sato-san: The most useful skills from school will be abacus and word processing Once I 
start working I will be taught what I need to know. Because I have had some training at Sakuragaoka 
with office machines, I should be able to apply that knowledge to the new situation. 

Tanaka-san: I suspea that I will have co use my^knowledge of the abacus, word processor 
and computer at my new job because I was asked aboutthese things at the interview. Other things will 
have to be taught to me once I enter the company and I will rdy on the teaching of my superiors. 

Y. Takahashi-sam I suppose I will be taught many things at work, but I will bnng with me 
the skills of abacus and word processing that I have learned here. 

How WiU YoBf Uves ctaflf c wheo yoa f et jobs? 

Akanuma-san: Time for me to stare off in space will be eliminaLed Otherwise , I don't think 
my life will change very much. 

Tomii-san: Up to now I have relied on my parents for everything , but now I would like lo be 
moreindependent. 
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Takano-san: Up to now I got to school in 30 minures tjne. In my job I will have a long 
commute of an hoar so I will have to get up early. 

Kancko-san: The major difference between school life and company life is the receiving of a 
salary. I must assume responsibility for myself and not rely so much on my parents. 

Ooba-san: When I start in my new company I will be surrounded by people who are older 
than me so I must pay attention to the way I speaL Up to now I was in the company of friends and 
didn't have to use polite language. I feel the very basics of my life will change as I make the transmon 
to company life. 

Sekine-sau: Going to school was easy-I ga up in the morning, are breakfast and took my 
place in class. Nowlwillbeamemberof sodetyl wanttodomyjobanddoitwell. Thenarureof 
personal relations will change as will my ownpsychology. 

K. Takahashi-san: I was able to live a relaxed school life, but at work time will become 
important and there will be no chance to waste time. 

Nomano-san: As I step into the world my own psychology will change. I will also be able to 
be independent from my parents in tenxis of financial needs. I will become more adult in my thinking . 

Ando-sam I will be different from a scudcnt^evaything will be new and my life will change 
intime. Iwillreceiveasalaryandberesponsibleformyself andmyactions. 

Saio-san: Up to now I have been a student and was able to relax both in and our of class 
Once I beconie a member of sode^, there will be many things that I don't know how to handle. 
Everyday will be filled with nervousness. In personal affairs I must be careful of my langu^e and 
with whom I associate. 

Tanaka- wi: Once I have started to work, everythiiig will be new, personal relations will 
change radically and 1 w^li also change. 

Y. Takahashi-san; During school days whenever I wanted to make time for something, I 
could. When I become a member of society , much of my free time will disappear. 

How loM do will take yom to lettle ia to yo^f job? 

Ak£^uma-san: We will be trained from the beginnii^ to do our jobs, so I think it will take 
about 3 months to settle in. 

Tomii-san: I think it will take me about 6 months to settle in. 

Takano-san: Company training occurs from April to September. As soon as I finish thai 
period I feel I will be settled. ^ 

Kaneko-san: I feel it will take me abora 6 months to settle in. 
Ooba>san: Probablyitwilltakeme6monthsormoretosettlein. 
Sekine-san: It will take me from 6 months to a year to settle in 
K.Takahasbi-san: Itwill take me 6 months to settle in. 
Numano-san: Itwill take me 6 months to settle in. 
Ando-san: It wili take me 6 months or more to settle ia. 

Sato-san: I think it will take me 6 months to settle in, but I will try my hardest to adjust 

swiftly. 

Tanaka-san: It will take 6 months to settle in. 
Y.Takahashi-san' It will take 6 months to settle in. 
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What "mill Yftn do witli the zMlMTj yott receive? 

AlULmimd'San: I will save seme of my money and will spend ihe rest on meeung friends and 
buying the cloches 1 wanL 

Tojnii-stn: I don't know what I will do with the money I will receive. I would like lo give 
some CO my parents. 

Takano*san: I will give some of my money to my parents, save some and use the resi for 

living. 

Kaneko-san: I will give some to my parents, save some, buy clothes, and spend on meeung 

friends 

Ooba-san: I wi'l save most of my money. I will spend the rest on things I want. 
Sekine-san: I will give somemcmey to my parents, spend some on meeting friends and save. 
K. Takahashi-san: I will give some money to my parent:;, and use the rest for savings or on 
meeiingfriends. 

Nomano-san: I had intended to give all of my fii^ salary to my parents. I don't quite know if 
I will do as I planned. After that I hope to save and spend money on buying clothes. 

Ando-san: I will give same money to my parents. Up to now I have been a student with 
friends but as I enter a company I must be prepared to use some of my money to spend time with 
companyfriends. 

Sato-san: I will give some of my money to my parents. I like to travel, so I will save my 

money. 

Tanaka-san: I will give some money to my parents, save and buy what I want. 

Y. T&kahashi'San: I will divide my money in three parts. Theflrstpartl will save, the next 
part I will give to my parents and the third part will be my pocket money. 

How Much will yftttT initial aalar r come to? Will yo» get a bOM«? At what 
rate will yoif alify iJicrease? 

Akanuma-san: I will receive ¥100,000 per month with a bonus which will depend on my 
efficiency and so I will work hard. I don't know what salary increases will be like. 

Tofflii-san: I will receive ¥100,000 per month with a bonus that scans out small but increases 
significantly alter three years of wort I don'tknow anything about salaryincreases. 

TakanO'San: In April I will begin at about ¥130,000 per month with a first year bonus of 3 . 7 
months of salary. Afterthe%scyearthebonuswiilincreaseto6.Smonthsof salaryperyear. lonly 
know figures about salary increases because I checked with ^ graduate who works at r>ainichi. Her 
salary increased ¥14,000 between the first and second years of work. 

Kaneko-san' I will receive in hand about ¥100,00 per month and my bonus will be verj' low 
the first year. After I become a full-fledged member of the company staff I will receive 6 months of 
salary per year. Iknownodung about the salaryi ^creases. 

Ooba-san: My salaiy will be just under ¥1 00,000 per month The bonus will be small the 
fii-st year, 3.2 months, but increase to 6.2 months after the second year. Salary increases are not 
known. 

Sekine-^: My salary will be about ¥100,000 nermonth. The first year bonus will be very 
small. After I become a full-fledged company employee I will receive more bonus ever)' year unul I 
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level off at about my 7th year of ivorJL The salary increases will get bigger every year I work, bui 
scartataboutYSOO. 

K. Takahashi-ssm: My salary will be about ¥100,000 per momh On ibe reanntment card ii 
said ibat bonuses were 6 monihs. I don't know how much my salary will increase per year. 

Numano-san: If I looked it up, I could tell you but I assume that it is about as mucii as my 
classmaieswillreceive, aboiit¥100,000permonih. '^he first year bonus will be 2.2 months Afterl 
have worked for some years the bonus should increase to between 5 and 6 months of salary per year. I 
don'tknow anything about salary increases. 

Ando-san: I will be receiving just ^inder ¥100,000 per month. The first year my bonus wiU 
be small, gradually increasing after that. I know nothing about salary increases. 

Sato-san: My salary will be just under ¥100,000 p^ month. Bonus will be small the first 
year, about 2 monihs of salary, and will increase to about 6 months in the succe^^ding years. I don t 
know how much my salary will be increasing per year. 

Tanaka-san: Accordingtotherecrmtmentcardmystartiiigsalarywillbeabont¥120,000per 
month with bonuses increasing year by year starting at 2.2 months. I don't know how much my 
salary will increase on a yearly basis. 

Y Takahashi-san: Mysalarywillstanatjustunder¥100,00permonih. Atfirst I will receive 
a bonus twice a year with 2 months received each time. When I become a full-fledged member of the 
company I will receive as much as a total of 7 months salary in bonus based on efficiency. 

Do yoa xhimk yom will be able to li^c indcpeiidcfltly of your parciUs? 

Akwwffla-^wr My p«wt5 have n«v«r restricted me in ar^ way and I have no desire to live 
independentlyofthem, 

Tomii-san: I would like to live on my own, but considering the salary I will be receiving and 
how much I depend on them, it will not be possible, 

Takano-san: When I was a student I often used to think about how I wanted to live on my 
own away from my parents. With the salary I will be receiving it would be a great waste to spend ii 
on living away from my parenu. 

Kaneko-san: My salary is not one that would allow me to live on my own. If it did, I would 
liketciiveindependenily. 

Ooba-san: I have idealized the thought of living on my own. For the moment I will be 
content with living withmy parents. 

Sckinc-san: Before I used to rhink that it woul4 be good to live on my own. Now I think 
much more about actual conditions and have to realize that it is better for a family to work together for 
common goals. I will stay at home and save my money. 

K. Taka^iashi-san: My family is opposed to the idea of children living on their own. and I 
also have no particular objection to living with my family . I will remain with my parents. 

Numano-san: I would like at some ooint try living on my own, but I don't have the funds 
If I did live on my own, I would have to mi^ke iav own food I would rather be with my parents and 
depend on them. 

Ando-san* I have dreamed about living on my own. but if I did, I know it would be ver/ 
difficult if not impossible I would return home tired to an empty apartment and thai would be very 
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depressing. 

Sato-stn: Myparenis are very stria. When I entered high school and thought about life lifter 
" graduation I really wanted to live on my own. I have considered it from an economical standpoint and 
whether I wanted to come home alone to an empty apartment where I had to do eveiything myself. I 
decided that it woQldbe much better to stay withmyparents. 

Tanaka san: I have dreamed about living on my own, but realize I can't for economic 
reasons. I also feel that I want to stay with my parents and will not leave them. 

Y. Takahashi-san: I have dreamed about living on my own and have thought about reality as 
well. Whenlfeelsad.itisgoodtohavemyparentstocheermeup I decided that it was much beaer 
to live with them. 

Da w^ flf »^ ifl the compmy yon h^vt chosen Bntil yon retifc? How 
long to yo^ plafl to suy at your fim job? ^ 

Akanuma-san: I think I will suy at my company for 3 years. 
Tojiii-sam I would like to work until I marry. 

Takano-san: I would like to work at least until! many. I marry, my company will allow 
me to work so that I can stay on a long time if I want. 

Kaneko-san: I would like to work a long time, as long as posv^ble. 

Ooba-san: I would like to work until! many. 

Sekine-san: ! would like to woriv until! n^arry. 

K. TakahasLi-san: ! would like to work until x marry. 

Numano-san: ! had planned tc continue working for 3 tu Shears. If my company finds ^ I 
am a good worker and one they want to keep, ! would like to work longer. 

Ando-san: ! would like to work as long as it is possible for me to do so. If I marry or 
something unexpected happens, myideas may change. 

Sato-sam I haven't thought about marriage at all , so I would like lo stay at my company as 
long as possible. 

Tanaka-san: ! want to work as long as possible. If I should get married, then I assume that I 
will quit my job. 

Y. Takahashi-san: ! haven't exactly decided how many years I will work, but I want to stay 
as long as I can. 

In S yenrs ti»^ do yon think yo» will yon be doinf ? 

Akanuma-san. In five yean ! think I will still be working , but I can say nothing beyond that 

Tomii'San: In five years! think I will still be woi;;^. 

Takano-san: In five years I think I will still be working. 

Kaneko-san: Infive years I think I will still be watii^. 

Ooba-sam In five years I think I will still be working. 

Sekine-san: In five years I think I will still be working. 

K. rakahashi-san: I feel I will have adjusted to my work in five years I think 1 will be 
working with eificiency. 

Numano-san: In five years I think I will stilJ be working I hope to have enough time to be 
pursing some of my interests. 
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Ando-san: i will have adjusted to my work and be enjojing sports or whatever I have uiierest 

-in. - - 

Sato-san: lafiveyearslthinlcl willsdUbeworiong. 

Tanaka-san: I will be coming into my own in five years. It will be a good tune to be 
worldiig. 

Y. Takahashi: Infive years IthinklwiU still be working. 
How old womid vo^ to when yoB f et mamed ? 

Akanuma-san: I would like to marry by th e time I am 25 and become a mother soon after. 

Tomii-saa: If I find a husband. I would like to marry by the time I am 25. 

Takano-san: I wantto get married as soon as possible, I hope by the time I am 23. 

Kaneko-san: I haven tt^iought about getting aiarried. 

Ooba-san: I would like to many by the time I am 24 or 25. 

Sekine-san: My ideal age formamage would be 25. 

K. Takahashi-san: My ideal age for marriage would be25. 

Numano-san: I would like to marry between 23 and 25, but I don't think I will find a good 
husband. 

Afldo-sao: I have not decided any age. If I fmd a good mate, thea I will marry. 
Sato-san: I haven't thought about marriage, except that I will marry when I find a good 
husband. 

Tanaka-san: MyidealageformarriagewouldbefrQm23to25. 
Y. Takahashi'San: My ideal age formarriagewouldbe25. 
Will yom keep woctUf if yoB mairy ? 

Akanuma-san: I want to stop working and start being a housewife. I can't do both at once. 
Tomii-san: I don't know what will hi^^pen in the future, but I think I would like to stop 
working. 

Takano-san: It depends on the ecoaomic independence of my husband. If it is all right to 
quit, I will quit. 

Kaneko-sam I will talk to my husband. If he says it is all right to continue working , I would 
like to because my job will be som^hing I have struggled hard to master. 

Ooba-san: I don't know what will hq>pen in the future, but I think I would like to stop 
working. 

Sekine-san: If possible, I think I wo'old like to ^working. 

K. Takahashi-san: I would like to continue as long as my working does not upset both our 

lives. 

Numano-sam I would like to continue, woridng as long as my husband will allow mt 
Ando-aan: I don't know what will happen in the future If I have children I don't want thera 

to suff with no one at home so I would like to stay at home. 

Sato-san: I will consult with my husband and if he allows it, I will continue working 
Tanaka-san: I don't know what will hi^jpenifl the future. I think it will very diffioilt for me 

both to work anfl be a housewife, so I probably will quit my job. 

Y. Takahashi-san. I don't know what will happen in the future I think it ts difficult to be 
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bocb a worker and housewife, buc I would like to uy. 

Whmt will Yoii be doiag when yop tfc 31 or 32 yttn old? A job? Interests? 

Akanuma-san: I will have quit work and be doin^ something that I hke. I will also have 
children and be busy bringing (hem up. 

Tomii-san: I will have a hobby and be busy making my family happy. 

TakanO' san: I will have an average family, and be happy playing with my children. 

Kaneko-san: I think I will still be working. I may have a husband and children and be raising 
them as well. 

Ooba-san: Ilike sports veiy much. I will have time to practice. 

Sekine-san: I like to cook and in my second life I would like to qualify with a license in 
cooking. I will get the housewives of the neighborhood tcgeiher and teach them cooking. 

K. Takahashi-san: I will be married. If I have no children, I will still be working. Iflhave 
children, I will be raising them and playing with them while enjoying sports for myself. 

Numano*san: If I am married , I will have children and have developed an interest in a hobby 
Every day I will be living a bright and cheerfiil life. 

Ando-san: I will be married and have quit my job. I will be b^sy being a housewife as well 
as practicing sports. 

Sato-san: I don't know whether or not I will be married, but if I can I want to continue 
working. I will also beinierested in and practicing somekind of sport. My life will be veiy full. 
Tinaka-sas: I will probably bemarried , have children and will be hqipily raising them. 
Y. Takabashi-san: At that time I will have more free time and be able to develop a hobby 
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_ , _ INTERVIEW VITH MR KOSUGA 

HEADOFPLACe^ENT 
KENRITSU TOONO KOOTOO GAKKOO MIYAMQRI BUMKOO 
(TOONO-MIYAMORI HIGH SCHOOL) 
TOONO-CITY, IVATE PREFECTURE 

Located in a remote area of Iwaie Prefecture about 450 Irilometers notih and east of ToJtyO, 
Toono-Miyamori High School was founded in 1949 as a night school with 41 snidenis In 1971 it 
became a normal day high school ^mitied 46 students in its first entering class. The foilowuig 
year another 44 students were admitted, bnngmg the student population to 90. Today there are 80 
students enrolled at Miyamori in three classes, 3 1 in the first year, 23 in the second year and 26 in the 
third year. Most students come to school by bicycle but 12 travel by train. The staff is composed of 
1 1 teachers and a principal plus 2 others. The curriculum is the general studies progrxim offered at 
most high schools across Jtqmn; no occupational course worx is possible though a typing course of 
one hour and a computer course of one hour are available in the list of opQonnl courses. Students 
complete 102 credits tograduate. 

This year there are 26 seniors^ 16 males and 10 females, 24 of whom will begin working in 
April, Of those 24, 15 will work outside of Iwaie Prefecture and 9 will have jobs in Iwate The 
remaining 2 graduates will continue onto specialized schools. In 19S4 there were 19 graduates, of 
whom 13 found employment and 6 continued onto specialized schools (See Figures 1 and 2 for 
graduation statisiics for 1984). Most of the 13 found jobs in sales, in manufacturing or service 
iiidustries (See Figures 3 and 4 for distribution of employed graduates by industry type for 1984). 

Mr. Kosuga, a Japanese language teacher, is the person charge of job placement. He 
teachesl6 hours per week, about the average for teachers in Iwat2. His teaching hours are not 
especially reduced as is the case in most other schools. In Iwate placement counselors in other schools 
usually only teach ab out 1 3 hours per weeL 

One^more teacher serves as his fl^granr , but Mr. Kosuga himself does most of the placement 
work. The third year homeroom teacher also helps him with vanous communication tasks and 
referrals. 

Mr. Kosuga has btten teaching at Miyamori for only one year. Before that Mr. Oikawa, who 
IS no longer at the school, was responsible for placement. Some years ago Mr. Kosuga was the 
placement counselor at another school so he brought his ocpmence from the previous assignment to 
Miyamori. Learning ;he technique of dealing with companies and dealing with and assessing student 
poienual for jobs takes several years to master. The placement of students in jobs is unlike counseling 
for university entrance where all a student needs is a certain result on an examination to be accepted 
Many seemingly illogical factors are involved in locating appropriate job s for high school students . 

Mr. Kosuga visits his branch of PESO, the Public Employment Security Office, for meetings 
in June and October to hear reports on condiuons for employment. The PESO office is located more 
than an hour's drive away and he feels no pressing need to use it directly Recruitment cards wilJ be 
sent or brought it the school whether or not he visits PESO. He does frequently phone vanous PESO 
offices, not just his local branch, to ask about conditions for a given job or lo ask to be sent more 
recruitment cards. In addition, twiceayear he meets with placement counselors from other schools to 
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Recniitmenr cards are brought by company represenrnrives tc Miyamori. Represeninnves 
normally visicibe school cwo times a year, once to brmg recmitmeni cards and once to bnng stories of 
former Miyamori students who are now employed by their companies. 

The recruitment cards come either from the Kanio area-Tokyo and surrounding 
prefectures-or from Iwaie Prefecture. The cards pass through various local PESO offices in Tokyo 
or Iwate and are sent to the school. The Recruit Center and other similar information companies send 
out surveys to high schools in Japan asking how many students will seek employment in a given year. 
Companies consult such books when deading where ro send recruitment cards. They might also look 
at official school lists on which the name of a school like Miyamon and its student population can be 
found. Recruitment cards are sent to Miyamori and other rural schools in anticipation of prospective 
employees. 

The number of cards received from the Kamo areais more than double the number of students 
seeiang jobs. The cards from Kanto must be from companies which possess dormitories to house and 
feed employees from the countryside for new employees could not afford to live in independent 
apaitmems on the salaries they receive. Companies which cannot provide these faciliiies undl an 
employees are at least twenty years old are not even considered by the school . 

Some companies, lilte supermarkets and automobile makers, send recruitment cards every 
year to the school. They request hundreds of employees each year and Miyamori is one of the schools 
on their lists. 

Companies in the immediate area do not generally send recruiunent cards so Mr. Kosuga has 
to Cdil them to find out their employment needs. Local companies are small, do not have clear cut 
hiring policies and cannot anticipat'' their needs 6 months or one year ahead of time so finding jobs at 
these firms can be difficult. They might reply to an inquiry that in one or two months the situation will 
be clearer and that Mr. Kosuga should phone back, or they might snddenly call in February or March 
to tell of an opening created by an employee who suddenly quit. By Februaxy all students at Miyamori 
normally have decided on jobs, so a call at that time has no meaning unless there is still an imdecided 
student. Other companies are located in Iwate, but are not conveniently reached by public 
transportation so they are not really possibilities for most students. The number of students who want 
to find employment in Iwate often exceeds the number of jobs available . 

The total number of recruitment cards received usually equals about 100, but often cards are 
not received from companies where students would really like to wort The average starting salary 
seems to be around ¥80,000 for students who will work in Iwate, about lf20,000 less than for 
employees hired for work in Tokyo. 

The wishes of the students themselves can be dearly differentiated--where to work vs. what 
kind of work. Thus the choice for students to remain near Iwate or tc move to Tokyo must be 
weighed against the type of job desired. / Jtemative cities are not really possible. Even if u student 
wishes to work in alarger city dose to Toonu , like Sendai in Miyagi Prefecture, most companies there 
are <uSO small so recruitment cards cannot be expected. If students have their hearts set on working for 
£ certain company in Iwate, Mr. Kosuga will call the company himself to see if jobs might be created 
The actual number of jobs available in the prefecture any given year is much smallerihan the number 



106 



of students who would liJce those jobs so compeatiofl is always a factor to be considered 

Some scudencs do use thdr own connftions to find jobs. For iasiance a srudeni's family 
owns a liquor score and a relative of the family owns another score in Sendai The scudeni is asked to 
work in Sendai after gracfuacion from high school and accepts the positiaa. Once a sc\]dem simpiy 
announced that he was Hnding a position on his own and did. 

If snidencs prefer to decide where to work by the type of job they will perform , then location 
must be of second importance. Panicularly if a female snideni is interesced in doing office work, 
banldng or sales, then it may be very difficult to find a job near home. In faa, in this year s 
graduating group no females will continue on to oflice joos-mosc will wor^ in manufacturing. If area 
is of prime importance and the nature of the job is unrelated, then it is relatively easy to find a job 
anywhere. For instance , if a scudem is sausfied with cransponing goods , then a job in Iwate can easily 
be found. 

Occasionally a student attempts to and passes an entrance test for the civil service , but for the 
most part graduates are placed in private firms. Even if the civil service test is passed, no guarantee 
that a job will be found, so most students do not consider government employment as a 
possibility. 

Sometimes students choose to cry enter the Self Defense Force at which time they muse be 
prepared co live in miliuuy dormitories in places far away from home for the duration of their service 
of 2 to 4 years. Recruiters come to the school to find interested candidates and may also visit 
individualhomescoencourage enliscmem. 

In the first year of high school the students are surveyed twice to find out their wishes upon 
graduarion. They are surveyed twice again in the second year of high school to determine whether 
they will continue their education or seek a job. If they will be seeking a job they are asked to - dentify 
what type of job they are interested ixL 

By May of the third year the students are clear about their wishes. Since Miyamon is so 
small, all students are asked to make their decisions and to keep to them. No students graduate 
without knowing what they are going to do next. In July of the senior year Mr. Kosuga begins 
general discussion with students concerning employment and shows them recruitment forms 
Students are also seen individually and more detailed inf ormauon is recorded . They are asked to think 
about their choices during the summer vacation. 

In July or August of the senior year parentf. and students are called to school to talk 
individually with Mr. Kosuga about the future, from the discussions held at thai time it seems thai 
parents and children flo not discuss employment much ^ii all at home. When they meet together 
possibilities are discussed, especially in regard to the location of the prospective job Often a large gap 
in thinking exists between parent and child. Mr. Kosuga listens but does not interfere. After several 
days a final decision is usually brought back to school by the studem. 

Students can rarely make visits to compames outside of the prefecture , but can make visits to 
companies in the prefecture during the end of August or beginning of September. Local companies 
encourage students to visit before deddmg whether or not an available job will be applied for The 
local firm then has a chance to assesis a candidate znd can indicate its feelings to Mr. Kosiign 
Compames are looking for employees who have a good personality imd posiiive aiutude ;md wiio will 
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^ort well within the company so that later frustration by uusaiisfied employees can be avoided. 
•perhAps' these faaors are more important than even the entrance exam in dete rmining who a local 
company will hire. 

Companies also examine students' grades, absences and dub aoiviues as factors in deading 
whether or not they'd lite to hire students 

Impmfli selection, or koonai senkoo. exists as a date on the school calendar but because the 
number of students in the senior class is so small, competition between students is virtually 
non-existent. If two students wish to try for the same company, the conflia is resolved by discussion 
between them. In September the actual companies are chosen and personal histories are written on 
standard forms. They are corrected by Mr. Kosuga as necessary. Applications for examinations are 
comply. In Octoberenirance exams are taken. 

If the company is located in Tokyo , the entrance exam usually must be taken in Tokyo, A few 
companies do offer their exams at the school . bui not many. Students normally travel by themselves 
to the place of the test. Only a few companies will allow parents to accompany their children to the 
city. Most companies will send a representative to meet the prospective employee at Ueuo station the 
day of arrival in Tokyo If arcpresentaiivc cannot be sent, then a map is forwarded so the student can 
find the company without difficulty. The student then must stay the night in Tokyo before returning 
home. All expenses for the exam are bom by the company. 

Almost all exams include an interview for which students have practiced. The homeroom 
teacher, the head teacher and Mr. Kosuga together help the students practice by conducting mock 
interviews, t^ui student is interviewed at school by one of the three. Students are iostructed about 
manners and choice of words and about how to answer various questions, how to erplain why they 
want to work in a company, how to handle questions about in-house transfers. 

In the case of female students e^ying for jobs in sales and manufacturing the only exam 
given in October might an interview. Since writing is essentially not important to these jobs , a written 
test is considered unimportant. An entrance exam might also be an interview plus an arithmetic test. 
During the interview altitude toward workts carefully assessed by the company. 

If students fail the exam in October, they arc asked to review the remaining recniiimeni cards 
to decide on a new company, or Mr. Kosuga will help them find another company to try. This 
process can continue 2 or 3 times ua'-i <ill students have passed and found a job for April. Every year 
one or two students arc late in passing an exam, but never later than the end of January or early 
Februaiy . This year the last student passed an exam at the end of Ja luary. Mr. Kosuga can officially 
help with job placement until the end of March and . if asked , will assist until the end of Apnl . 

This year more than half the candidates failed on their first try at exams with the situation for 
female students being particulariy difficult. Office j^bs have become scarce and the number of jobs 
available in that area is becoming more and more limited while the opportunities for jobs in sales have 
remained the same but the competition has become stiff er The males who sought jobs this year were 
all applying for jobs in manufacturing or sales where the conditions have not significantly changed. 

Mr. Kosuga was very surprised by the faa that when students were asked during their tall: 
with me about how much their starting salaries would be, a number said they couldn't remember At 
least part of the reason may be that students are relieved to have found jobs iind in the countr)'side 
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jnon^is not considered to be as impoita as the faa that a company does provide an oppomimty to 
work. In the countrysic of Japan no job pays as well as the equivale^ji one would in Tokyo. 

Occasionally a student who has passed a company exam and been accepted f oi employment in 
/\pril refuses to take the job and susfi home instead , but this type of case is not common. 

Companies teach employees what skills they need to know to do their jobs. 

With a starting salary of about ¥100,000 in Tokyo and with dormitory space and meals 
costing about ¥30,000 per monih, the amount of spending money left to a new employee is rather 
limited. Sometimes dormitory experses do not cover meals on Sunday, so living costs become even 
higher. Just one or two outings can quickly exhaust the remainder. One of most challenging tasks for 
a new e'nployee is to learn to manage money. Most dormitories have a curfew of 10:00 p m or m 
some a:.ses, 9:00 p.m. ^ 

Sometimes a student enters a job and within months or days returned to tell Mr. Kosuga 
that the job is absolutely intolerable. He can sometimes help such a student find something different 
by inirtxiuctio£i or by pointing a student in the direction oi & company winch seems to be hLing new 
employees. In other cases, Mr. Kosuga can do nothing to help and th? student is left on his or her 
own to find another job. 

Once students have seitied in their jobs, Mr. Kosuga expects that males will remain for as 
long as they canin those jobs but that many will also change after 3 to 5 years. IS years ago this was 
not the case, but in today's labor market it is possible to leave one job for another T/hich pays better 
alter having attained certainqualifications. Forinstance, agas station attendiint will qualify to employ 
persoimel as well as to sell gas and will move onto a position where those qualifications can be used. 
Then too, a company might go bankrupt or change location forcing its employees to find new jobs. 

Females will probably work ai their entry level jobs I'or about 3 years , until they are 20 or 2 1 
years old. Those females who stay longer than 3 years will be considered long time employees. 
Those who quit will be resigning for marriage or for various other reasons. 
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FigUTf 1: Graduation Statistics for Toono-Miyamori High School, 1984 (Iware, 1985, p, 5). 

Miyamon High School 




Figure 2: Graduation Statistics for Toono-Miyamori High School by Per Cem. 1984 (I ware, 1985, p 
85). 
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Industry 

Figure 3: Disiribuiion of Employed Graduates by Indusuy Type f or Tooao-Miyamori High School . 
1984. (Iwate, 1985, p. 5). 



Employed Graduates 




Figure 4: Pcrceatage Disiributioa of Employed Graduates by Indusuy Type for Toono-Miyamon 
High School, 1984 (Iwate, 1985. p. 5). 



107 



INTEkVIEV WITI^, 8 STUDENTS 
AT 

- ' - KENRITSUTOONOKOOTOOGAKKOOMIYAMORIBUNKOO 
(TOONO-MIYAMORI HIGH SCHOOL) 
TOONO-CITY, IWATEPREFECTUFE 

I interviewed 8 male snideflU, R. Kikucb-san, K. Tada-san. Konno-san, T. Tada-san, K. 
Kiiuchi-san, S. Tada-san, T. Sasald-san, and Miyaia-san at ToQAO-Miyamori High School. The 
interview with these seniors was completed after company entrance examinations had been taken and 
represents thereactions of seniors whose immediate future is decided. 

R. Kitechi-saa, 18 years old . lives in Ocomocho of Toono Qty with his parents. In April 
he will begin a job in sales at the Uk Department Store in Tol^o. 

H. Ttda-siA, 18 years old, lives in Miyanori Village with bis parents. He wrote that he 
would begin a job in Apni at Sekishin Manufacturing Company in Hanaiiaki Qty (j\Ht west of 
Toono). 

KoflAO-stA, 18 years old, lives in Otomocho of Tocno Qiy with his parents. In April he 
will begin a job on the productioniine of Isuzu Motors Company in Kanagawa Prefecture. 

T. Ttda-nm, 18 years old , lives in Miyamori Wlage with his parents. He indicated that ne 
would begin a job in April atTooyoo Lens Company in Miyamori Village. 

K. IJJcicU-sta 18 years dd. lives in Otomocho of Toono Qty with his parents. In April 
he will begin a job in machine inspection at Iwate Herusu Manufacturing Company in Morioka Gty , 
IwatePrefeccure. 

S. 7ftda-saA, 18 years old, lives with his parens in Miyamori Wlage. He wrote thai he 
would begina job in April atTooyoo Lens Company in Miyamori Village. 

T. Sasaki-ttA, !S years old , lives with his parents in Otomocho of ^'x'oono Qty. In Apnl he 
will become an eniisiee in the Self Defense Forces of Jqm. 

liiytu-stt 18 years old, lives in Kami Kyoota section of Toono Qiy with his parents. He 
indicated that in April he would oegin a job as a guard at Sengo Guard and Security Company in 
KanagawaPrefex;ture. 

How did yoA decide oa your jobs? 

R. Kikuchi-san: Hooked attherecroitmentcardswhichcametothe school and decided. 
H. Tada-san: Ilookedattherecruitmemcardswhichcametotheschool and decided. 
Konno-san: I looked at the recruitment cards whi^ came to the school and decided . 
T. Tada-san: Hooked at the recruitment cards which came to the school and decided. 
K. Kikuchi'San: Hooked at the recruitment cards which came to the school and decided. 
S. Tada-san: I talked to my teachers and through Them found my job. 
T. Sasaki*san: Amanfromthe Self Defense Forces came and recruitedme. 
Miyata-san: I looked at the recruitment cards which came to the school and decided 
Before yea fiiuiUy decided, did yoA have both a first choice company and a 
second choice company? 

R. Kibfchi-san: I only had afirst choice, the Ida Department Store where I will beginmyjob 
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in April. 

^ • -H.Tada-san: I had a first and second choice. I failed on my fim 
second exam. 

Konno-sau: I entered Isdd Motors, my first choice company. 
T. Tada-san: I failed ou my first exam and succeeded on my second exam. 
K. Kibjchi-san: I failed on my first exam and succeeded on my second exam. I will enter 
Henisu Manufacturing in Iwate Prefecture in April . 
S. Tada-san: 1 had only one choice. 
T. Sasab-san: My first choice was the Self Defense Forces. 

Miyaia-san: I failed on my first exam and succeeded on my second exam and will enter Sengo 
Gnard and Security Company. 

Did yoi Mc the coMseliBg^room? If yon did, for what purpose? When did 
yott start ns iflf t^t coMMllay rooa? 

R. Kikuchi-san: I used the room to look at the recruitment cards from around the end of 

August. 

H. Tada-san: I used the counseling room to search through the recruitmeni cards. I began 
Tising the room arc uid July of my senior year. 

Konno-san: I used the room to look at recnitment cards from July of my senior year 

T. Tada-san: I tised the room to look at recruitment cards beginning in July. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I used the room to look at recruiiment cards which helped me find a job thai 
suited me. I started using the room in July. 

S. Tada-san: I began in July to use the room to look at recruitment cards. 

T. Sasaki-san: I used the room beginning in July to look at various matehais. but no Self 
Defense Forces' material islocated inthe room. 

Miyata-san: I began using the room in June to help me find a job. 

Did yoa fill out amy papcfi in ref ard to ge tting m jo b and hand them iiOQ ^gonr 
counselor? 

R. Kikuchi*san: I filled out a personal history. 
H. Tada-san: I filled out a personal histay. 
Konno-san: I filled out a personal history. 
T. Tada-san: I filled out a personal history. 
K. Kikuchi-san: I filled out a personal history. 
S. Tada-san: I filled out a personal histoty. 
T. Sasaki-san: I filled out a form about my absenics from school 
Miyata-san: I filled out a pledge , a form about absences and at least two other pieces of paper 
pid yoa oftr « ^ yonr coinsclor abour f^nd'PP * job? 
R. Kikuchi-san: loften talked to my counseloraboutthecontent of the jobs being offered. 
H. Tada-san: I think I talked a lot about the companies and what jobs they do. I talked about 
various tilings. 

Konno-san: I tidkcd to my counselor about :he conieni of jobs being offered 
T. Tada-san: I talked to the counselor about the content of jobs. 
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. . ^ JC Kitoichi-san: I often talked to my counselor aboui the content of specific jobs and what 
kind of work is done in various companies. 

S. Tada-san: It was not often, but I did talk about about job conditions. 

T. Sasaki-san: I didn't txdk to my counselor. 

Miyaia-san: I did talk. When I failed the first exam , I talked often to the counselor about how 
to pick a second company. 

What k i pH of advice or w*fttiy!i did yo^ homeroom tcachcf or comnselor 
fiveyom? 

R. Kikuchi-san: I was told to be careful of my way of speaking during the interview pan of 
theenirflnriYYiiminariott. 

H. Tada-sam I was told to be careful of my way of speaking during the interview pare of thfe 
estranccxafflinacion. 

Konno-san: I was told to be careful of my way of speaking and to be sure to exhibit interest 
during theinterview part of tbeentrance examination. 

T. Tada-san: I was told to be careful of my way of speaking, to be sure to enter the room 
properly , to besure to exhibit interest during ±e interview. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I was told to be careftl of my way of speaking and of my attituoe during the 
interviewpartoftheeairflnce^faminfltinrt 

S. Tada-san: I was told to be careful of my way of speaking, my attitude and way of silting 
during theinterview part of theemnmceexandnation. 

T. Sasaki-san: I was told to be careful of my way of sitting during the interview. 

Miyata-san: Iwastddtobecarefulofmyattitudeduringtheinterview. 

r\iA tMih to yoif pgtfeats aboit the pfocest of fiAfi ng a ioh? What did 
yon ^ali: abo« with thcat? 

R. Kikuchi-san: I talked to them about the faa that I woulc find a job outside the prefecture 
and about the conditions for work. 

H.fada-san: I did talk to them. 

Konno-san: I did talk to them about getting a job outside the prefecture. 
T. Tada-san: Italkedtothemaboutgettingajobintheprefecture. 
K. Kikuchi-san: I talked to them about whether I should try to find a job in or ont of the 
prefecture. 

S. Tada-san: I talked to them about getting a job In the prefecture 
T. Sasaki-san: I talked to them, but not much. 
\vliyata-san: Italkedtothemaboutmychoice of companies. 
Did vol viiit your ftoflUMUiy? When? 

R. Kikuchi-san: The entrance exam was at the company so I was given a tour I got a 
chance to sense the mood of the place and the working conditions. 

H. Tada-san: I went to the company in November. I had a chance to sense the mood of the 
job and see wha(kind of work was done. 

Konno-san: I didn't visit my company. 

T. Tada-san: I didn't visit my company. 
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K. Kilnichi-san: I didn't go before the exam I toured the company on the day of the exam I 
. saw the-place where people work. 

S. Tada-san: I didn't visit my company 
T. SosaJd-san: Ididn ctouraoulitarybasr 
Miyata-san: I didn't visit my company. 
Did yog study tot the e *"^*^*^^ wmt 

R, KiJoichi-san: I didn't do much snidying. I bought a book aoouc general knowledge and 
looked alinleat it. 

H, Tada-san: I didn't do much special studymg. but I did a Utile, 
Konno-san: I studied a little. 
T. Tada-san: I^icudiedalitile. 
K. Kikuchi-saiL Iscudiedaliale. 

S. Tada-san: I went to the company to visit and they gave me homework which was my 

study. 

T. Sasaki-sam I studied mathematics alittle. 
Miyau-san: I didn't do any special snidying. 
How mnny eatrmce exaas did yon ute? 

R. kikuchi-san: I succeeded on my first try. 

H, Tada-san: Myfirst choice was na successful. I succeeded on my second try. 

Konno-san: I succeeded on my first tiy. 

T Tada-san: I succeeded on my second try. 

K. Kikuciri-saii: I succeeded on my second try. 

S. Tada-san: I succeeded on my first try. 

T. Sasaki-Sam I succeeded on my first try. 

Miyata-san: I succeeded on my second try. 

Whcfe did yoi Ute yo "*' ^^^ai ^ 

R. Kikuchi-san: ItooktheexfimatthemainofficeinTokyo. 

H.Tada-san: I took the eiamatthe company office in Hanomaki. 

Konno>san: I took the exam in Morioka. 

T.Tada-sam ItooktheexamhereinMiyamori. 

K. Kikuchi-san: ItooktheexaminMorioka. 

S. Tada-san: ItooktheexamhereinMiyamori. 

T. Sasaki-san: I took the exam at a military base. 

Miyata-san: I tookthe exam at a company branch office in Sendai 

What was the content of your eatfaace extjn? 

R. Kikuchi-san: I had a general knowledge test and an interview. The iniiTview was the 
mostdifficultpart. 

H. Tada-san: I had a general knowledge test covering things learned in school and an 
interview. The interview was difficult. 

Koimo-san: I had a general knowledge test coverjig basic school knowledge and an 
intervjew which was difficult 
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T. Tada-san: Ihadaniflierviewandageneralknowledgetest. The maihematics section of the 
general knowledge lesi was difficult. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I had a g^jieral knowledge test. The English and mathemaucssecuons were 
difficultbccausciheywcre3q>plicationproblems. 

S.Tada-san: Ihadaninterview and a general knowledge test. The mathematics section of the 
general knowledge exam which covered thgonometric functions was difficult. 

T. Sasaki-san: I had a maihenustics test, an English test and a medical escam. The medical 
wasdifficolt 

Miyata-san: Ihadageneralknowledgetest, acompositionandinterview. I cannot remember 
the title of the composition but it was difficult. 

How do yon feci right now as yon look at the job yog arc about to begiii? 

R. Kikuchi-san: My zompnay entrance ceremony is sooner than most. I have to prepare 
myself to begin my wort 

H. Tada-san: I wonder if I can do the job that is expected of me. 

Konno-san: I would like to begin work as soon as possible. 

T. Tada-sam IwonderhowlongitwilltakemetogetTiscdtomynew job. 

K. Kikuchi-san: Once I enter I want to persevere. 

S.Tada-san: I have many worries. 

T. Sasaki-san: I want to work hard. 

Miyata-sam I wonder if I will get used to my new job and if I will be able to make friends. 
What nactlv will voi be doiaf at voar coa pafly? What will be the content of 
yogf job? Do yo» feel it will hamoaize with yof y ^«^«^titvy 

R. Kikuchi-san: I will be selling merchandise. I think I will like the job. 
H. Tada-san: I will be involved in manufacturing. I think the job suits me. 
Konno-san: The job will be manufacturing I think I will like it. 
T. Tada-san: The job will be manufacturing. I thinkthe job fits my personality. 
K. Kikuchi-san: The job will be machine inspection. I think I will like it. 
S.Tada-san: Iwill be involved in manufacturing. lamnotsuri'if Iwilllikeii. 
T. Sasaki-rin: I will be defending my country. I will like it. 
Miyata-san: My job is in service. I may not like it 

ifThmt HuH nf ♦^fc^^^^l Mil s do yon tb<«k yo a will aeef t to work at your 
rompany? ^ 

R. Kikuchi-san: No special skills will be required of me. 
H. Tada-san: I will need to be able to calculate. 
Konno-san: I don't know. 
T. Tada-san: I will need to use machines. 

Kikuchi-san: I will need to use machines. 
S. Tada-san: Iwillneedtouseiu^-^^nes. 
T. Sasaki-san: I will need no special skills 
Miyau-san: I will need no special skills. 

What do you need to be aware of oace von stvt your jobs ? 
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• . - -R. Kitojchi-san' Iwillhavetobecarefulofmylangiiage. 

H. 1 ada-saa: I will have to be careful how I speak to my superiors 

Koono-soii: I will have to be careful how I speak to my superiors. 

T. Tadi-san: I will have to be careful how I speak to my ruperiors. 

K. Kikucb-saiL I will have to be careful of my use of language. 

S. Tada-sao: I 'i^ll have to be careful of use of my language. 

T. Sasaki-san: 1 will have to be careful the language I use to my superiors. 

Miyaia-san: I will have lo be careful of my use of language. 

Will yon tavc * tr^^njtkf ^ fte f yon ciiief Yoaf compMY? 

R. Kikuchi-sao: There will be one week of training after I enter the company 

K. Tada-san: \ don't know. ^ 

Konno-san: There will be trainiBg, but I don't know for how long. 

T. Tada-san: I don'tknowiftbere will be training cu-noc 

K. Kikucfai-san: There will be training, but I don't know for how long. 

S. Tada-sam I don'tthink there will be training. 

T. Sasaki-san: Allmydmewillbeintraining. 

Miyata-san: TberewillbeoneweekoftrainingafterlenEerthecompany. 

How will year lives chMf e when jam get jobi? 

R. Kikuchi'San: I don't think my life will change very much at all except that my use of 
language willchange. 

H. Tada-san: Until I start to work, I dont know how my life will change. 

Konno-san: WhenI wasasnidentjwastakencareof bymyfamily. At work I will have to 
live my own life. 

T. Tada-san: Idon'tttainkmy life will change verymuch. 

K. KikQChi-san: I don't know right now « but I am sure my life will change to some extent. 

S. Tada-san: My way of meeting people will change. 

T. Sasaki-san: From now on I will spend much of my time in practice. 

Miyaia-san: I don't think my life will change veiy much » but I will not have so much free 

time. 

How long do JOM tfciiik it will take to settle into your jobs? 
R. Kikuchi-san: I Uunkit will take 1 month ^ 
H. Tada-san: Itwilltakehalf ayear. 
Konno-san: ItwiUtakelyear. 
T. Tada-san: It will take 2 years. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I won't know until I start working, maybe 3 months. 

S. T£.da-san: It will take Imonith. 

T. Sasaki'San: It will take 1 year. 

Miya£i>-san: Iiwilltakehaifayear. 

What Irill yo^ do with the salary yog receive? 

R. Kikuchi-san: I will save half of my money and use the rest as I please 

H. Tada-san* I will save some and the rest will go as payment for the cnr I will buy 
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Komia-san: I will save some and spend the rest on living 

T- Tadfl-san: I will save money to buy a car. The rest I will save or use on living 

K. Kikuchi-san: I will save some and use the rest on living. 

S. Tada-san: I will save most of my money. 

T. Sasaki-san: I will save a!l my money. 

Miyain-san: I will save 20% to 30% of my money and spend the rest on living. 
Do yoB think yftg wi H spend cmaordijutfy amonitts nf moiiey living away 
from home? 

R. Kilrochi-san: I will be in a dormitory, so I don't anticipate living being very expensive 
H.Tada-san: IwiUliveathome. 

Konno-san: I think I will spend money going out with people from the company. 

T.Tada-san: I will live at home. 

K. Kikuchi^san: I will spend money going out with people. 

S.Tada-san: IwiUliveathome. 

T. Sasaki-san: I will be in Che Self Defense Forces. 

Miyaia-san: Idon'tthinkcoscswillbesohigb. 

How mwch will yowr initini salary rome to? Will yon f et a bonna? At what 
fate will yottf mlnryincfense? 

R. KikQchi-san: I will get ¥1 1 0,000 per month with 2 bonuses a year of 3.5 months ialary 
each. The salary should increase yearly by ¥16,000-17,000. A small extra bit will be added to my 
salary everyDecember. 

H. Tada-san: I will get ¥80,000 p<!r month. I will gee a bonus after 2 years. I don t know 
how much my salaiy will increase yearly. 

Konno-san: My salary will be just over ¥100,000 per month with a bonus twice a year but I 
don't know bow much. 

T. Tada-san: My salary will be about ¥SO,000 per month with bonuses twice a year, but I 
don't know how many months each will be. I don't knew about increases in salary per year. 

K. Kikuchi-san: My salary will be ¥90,000 per month. Bonuses will be twice a year 
consisting of 3 months salary each. I don't know about increases in salary per year. 

S.Tada-san: Mysalarywill he about ¥80,000permonth. Bonuseswiilbetwiceayear^but J 
don't know how much. > 

T. Sasaki-san: My salary will be ¥100,000 per month. I will get a bonus of ¥600,000 per 
year. I don't know how much my salary will increase per year. 

Miyata-san: Mysalarywill be ¥110,000 per month. Bonuseswillbetwiceayear^buildon't 
know how many months nor do I know how much my salary will increase per year. 

For those who will be liyjug with their families, do yon think yon will be 
able to live independently of yonr parents? 

R. Kikuchi-san: I will be living away from my parents. 

H. Tada-san: I have a desire to live away from my parents, but I will stay with them 

Konno-san: I will be living away from my parents. 

T. Tada-san: 1 have a desire to live away from my parents, but I will stay with them 
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K. Kikuchi-san: I will be living away from my parenu. 
- * ' 'S.Tada-san: I would like to live away from home, but won'L 
T. Sasaki'Sao: I will be livijog away from my parents. 
Miyata-san: I will be iiviiig away from my parents. 

Do yoii want to suy in the company yon Have choseii until you retifc? How 
ton§ do yon plan to ^^y *T T ^" job? 

R. Kikuchi-san: i would like to stay until! retire. 
H. Tada-sao: I would like to stay uniill retire. 
Konno-san: I haven'tthought about it 
T Tada-saa: Iwon'tknow until! tryworkingai the job. 
K. Kikuchi-san: ! don't know. 

i 

S.Tada-saa: ! don't knew. 
T. Sasaki'San: ! don't know. 
Miyata>san: ! don't know. 

In S ycnfs ttiag what do yo think yo will be doinf ? 

R. Kikuchi-san: ! dontthink ! will be doing ai^^thing different in five yean time. 

H. Tada-san: ! don't think ! will be doing aiq^thing differem in five years. 

Konno-san* ! don't think I will be doing anything differentin five years. 

T.Tada-san: ! don't think! will be doing anything differentin five years. 

K. Kikuchi-san: ! don' t think ! will be doing ai^thing different in five years. 

S. Tada-san: ! don't think ! will be doing anything different in five years. 

T. SasaJd-san: ! don'tthink ! will be doing anything different in five yesiirs. 

Miyata-san: ! will more adult in five years. 

How old will yon be when yon yet married? 

R. Kikuchi-san: ! think ! will be about 23 or 24 when ! get married. 

H. Tada-san: ! rh4nir ! will be about25 when !get married. 

Konno-san: ! think ! will be about 24 or 25 when ! get married. 

T. Tada-san: ! think ! will be about 25 when ! get married. 

K. Kikuchi-san: ! think ! will be about 25 or 26 when ! get married. 

S. Tada-san: ! think I will be about 24 or 25 when! get married. 

T. Sasaki-san: ! think! will be from 25 to 28 when! get married. 

Miyata-san: ! don't know. 

What will yoi be doinf when yon are 31 of 32 years old? A job? Interesta? 

R. Kikudri-san: ! t\u^^ I will still be doing the same job. ! don't think anything will have 
changedmuch. 

H. Tada-san: ! will be working at home and working at the company as well. 
Konno-san: ! don't know. 
T- Tada-san: Idon'tknow. 

K. Kikuchi-san: ! will have a family and be working as usual 
S. Tadarsan: I don'i know what will happen Lhen. 
T Sitsaki-san: Idon'tknow. 
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Miyara-san: I will be married with a family I don't know if I will be doing the same job 

not. 
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INTERVIEW/WITH lOSTUDENTS 
AT 

" KENRITSU TOONO KOOTOO GAKKOO MIYAMORI BUNKOO 
(MIYAMORI-TOONO HIGH SCHOOL) 
TOONO CITY, IWATE PREFECTURE 

I imer/tewed 10 female students, Y. Kiloichi-san, Chida-san, C. Kituchi-san, Ninuma-san 
Y. Sasaki-p^, M. Kikuchi-san, K. Kilcuchi>saii, Asanumr.>san, C. Sasaki-san, tnd Abe san at 
Miyamori-Toono High School. The interview with these scmofs wtis completed after company 
entrance examinations had been taken and represents the reactions of seni(^ whose immediate future 
IS decided. All students are enrolled in the general studies curriculum that most high school srudenis 
study. 

Y. Kikichi-s«A, 17 years old, livej in Miyamori Village vith her parents. She wrote that 
she had chosen a job in manufacturing at Sbikistumasei Bread Company in Meguro , Tokyo. 

Oiida-safl, 18 year old lives in Miyamori Village with her parents She indicated she would 
be working in manufacturing at the Fits-shon Center in Mohoka, Iwate Prefecture (the prefectural 
capitakity). 

C- KiJcttcki-saa, 18 years old, lives in Miyamori Village bm not with her parents . InApnl 
she will begin working in manufacturing section at Oai&hin Food Company in Kanagawa Prefecture 
(just south of Tokyo). 

]^GAUla•su, 18 years old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents. Shf wrote thai she 
w ould begin a job in manufacturing at Ikeda Fiber Company in Toono Qty in April . 

Y. Sanki-fan. 18 years old, livesin Miyamori Village, but notwith her parents. InApnl 
she will begin a job in manufacturing aiTohoku Nylon Company in Iwate Prefecture. 

M. Kikidd-stt, 18 years old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents. She indicated 
that a^e would begina cooking job at Daishin Food Company in KanagawaPrefecture. 

K. KiJnicld-itft. ISyean old, livesinMiyamori Village withherparenis. InApil she will 
begin a job in sales at Markoo Company in Hanamaki Qty. Iwate Prefecture (a dty jusx west of 
Toono). 

AsaniUBa-sait 18 years old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents. She wrote that she 
would begin a job in the service seaor at the beauty parlor Hiratoya in April in Morioka Qty. I ware 
Prefecture. 

C. Saamki-sui, 18 years old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents In April she will 
begin a job a Kiyomizu Paper Printing Company in Tokyo. 

Abe-sajt 17 years old , lives in Miyamori Village with her parents She indicated thai in Apnl 
she will continue to a specialized school called Worid Grooming School in Nagoya (about two-thirds 
of the way to Kyoto from Tokyo) to learn pet care. She will also have apart time job in apet store 

How did yon decide on yoiif jobs? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: Hooked attherecruitment cards at school. 

Chida-san: I decided based on the recruitment cards that came to the school 

C. Kikuchi-san: I decided based on therecruitmeni cards that ciune to the school 
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Ninuma-san: IlookfdaLrecruiunentcardsanduecided. 
Y. Sasiiki-san: I looked airecruicmenicords and decided. 
M. Kikuchi-san: I looked airecniiuneni cards and decided. 
K. Kikudn-san: Ilookedairecrmunenicardsand decided. 
Asanuma-san: Hooked atrecruitmenicards and decided. 

C. Sasaki-san: I looked ai recruitmeni cards and chose a job chat was close to the house of a 
person ! knew in Tokyo. 

Abc-san: Going to a spedaii::ed school in pet care had been my dream. I looked at various 
specialized school catalogs and decided on the one I would attend. 

Before yon ( ff *< ^ded, did yon hmve boch m first choice compmy and at 
second choice comptny ? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I had only one choice and that was Shikiishima Bread Company, the 
company I will enter. 

Chida-san: I thought of remaining inside Iwaie Prefecture and made my choice based on thai 

facL 

C Kikuchi-san: My first choice was to go ore of Iwate Prefecture and I chose the job in 
Kanagawa. 

Ninuma-san: My first choice was to remain inside the prefecture and I chose a job based on 

thaL 

Y. Sasaki-san: My first choice was to iind a company inside the prefecture. 

M. Kikuchi-san: My first choice was to find a job in Tokyo, but that was not possible so I 
chose acompanyinKanagawaPrefecture. 

K. Kikuchi-san: My choice was to find a company in the prefecture. 

Asanuma-san: I wanted to leave the the prefecture, but in the end I chose a job in Mohoka in 
IwaiePrefecture. 

C. Sasaki-san: Iwantedto leave the prefectureandldeddedonajob in Tokyo 
Abe-san: I talked to my parents and decided to go to school near our relatives in Nagoya. 
Did yon mse the coMScliag room? If yon did, for what pyrpc>se? When did 
yon start nsinf the room? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I began going f) the room around June of my senior year in order to find an 
appropriatejob. 

Chida-san: In June I began using the room in or^er to lind a place to work in April 
C. Kikuchi-san: InJunelbegan using the room in ordertofindaplace to woricinApnl. 
Ninuma-san: IbeganusingtheroominJuneinordertolocateajob. 
Y. Sasaki-san: In June I began to nse the room so I could find a place to work. 
M . Kikuchi-san: I used the roGH beginning in June in order to find a place to work. 
K. Kikuchi-san' I started using the room in July to find a job for April. 
Asanuma-san: I started using the room in July to help me find a job . 
C. Sasaki -san: I don't remember if it was July or August, but I used the room to help me find 
a job in April. 

Abe-san. I went to the room beginning in June to find out if there was a specialized school I 
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^couldaneod. 

Did yon fill mflv papers in regf d to getting a job and hand them in to Your 

COMSclof? 

Y. KiicQchi-san: I doa*t remembei . 

Cbida-ran: I doat remember. 

C. Kikadu-sao: I filled cm a personal hiscory. 

Niauma-sao: I filled out a personal history. 

Y. Sasaid-saa: I don't remember. 

M. KiJcuchi-san: I don't remember. 

K. Kilcudu-san: I don't remember. 

Asanuma-san: I don't remember. 

C Sasaki-san: I don't remember. 

Abe-san: I don't remember. 

Did yois ofte ff, ^^Ifj y'>«'' rnnti ^eiof about finding a job? When did yon start 

Y. Kilcochi-san: I began raUdng to my homeroom teacher around the middle of My aboa the 
process of finding a job. I didn t discuss the issue very mucb with .~ni. 

Chida^san: I began talking to my homero'^m teacher around the middle oi August, but didn t 
talkverymuch. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I began talking in the beginning of September to both my homrnxun teacher 
and to Mr. Kosuga about finding ajob. 

>Gnuma-san: I began talking aroond the end of August or beginmng of September to my 
homeroom teacher about ajob. We talked often 

Y. Sasaki-san In the middle of August we had personal interviews with school ofUdais and 
at that time I talked at length about my plans. Aroumd October I talked to my homeroom teacher and 
Mr. Kosuga again 

M. Kikuchi-san: Beginning in September, I talked to Mr. Kosuga and to my homeroom 

teacher. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I don't remember when, but when there T7as something I didn't understand, 
laskf iy homeroom teacher. 

Asanuma-san: I started talking to Mr. Kosugain the middle of September. 
C. Sasaki-san: I don't remember when, but I did talk to my teachers a bit. 
Abe-san: Beginning around Sef^ember, I often talked to my homeroom teacher about my 

plans. 

yhat fc^ ^ ^ of advice or warnings did your homefoom teacher or counselor 
give yon? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: My teacher and I talked . ' JUt interviews and how to used language and 
how enter a room. 

Chida-^an: My teacher told ff*'^ how to take an interview, especially to make sure I looked 
directly ai my interviewer while speaking and to speak clearly 

C. Kikuchi-san: My teacher helped me with the practice interview and at that time told **ie 
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how to enter a room, use polite language, answer questions. 

Ninuma-san: My teacher helped mt; with advice about entering a room and how to reply to 
questions. When I was talking , he told me to remember to look the interviewer in the eyes. When I 
was asked aquestion, I should remember to answer right away. 

Y. Sasaki-san: I was told about interviews, how to remember to look straight at my 
interviewer and how to speaic clearly. I was lold how to open and close a door. 

M. Kikuchi-san: I was told about how to take an interview, especially to remember to pay 
dose attention at the bq[inning and end of the interview. My voice is low so I was encouraged to 
speakloudly and avoid saying "eeio" (Japanese pause mechanism similar to our "well"). 

K. Kikuchi-san: I was told about interviews, how to enter and leave a room and other factors 
involved in having an interview . 

Asanuma-san: ! was told about taking an interview, how to walk, enter a room, and open a 

door 

C. Sasaki-sam I was told about the interview, everything from entering a room to leaving it. 
Abe-san: Ireceivednopamcularadvice. 

niii wnm tmik %o yo«r PiT ^pt* ^hmt thc proccCT of fimdiii f a job? What did 
yoa talk abott with thc«? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I decided about the job myself and then told them about my dedsion and 
receivedtheinj)proval. 

Chida-san: My parents to'd me that the decision was mine and they told me to choose wnat I 
wanted. They approved of my choice. 

C. Kikuchi-san: My parents told me that they wanted me to stay in Iwate. I decided to do 
what I wanted and am going to work in Kanagawa Prefecture. 

hGiiuma-san: Myparentswantedmetostayintheprefecrureandlwill. 

Y. Sasaki-san: My parents told me that they wanted me to suy in Iwate. I followed their 
advice and chose the job that best suited me. 

M. Kikuchi-san: My parents told me to change my decision, but I told them that! had akeady 

decided. They commented and the discussion stopped. 

K. Kikuchi-san: It was my decision so I decided myself. 

Asanuma-san: My parents wanted me to decide for myself and told mt so. When I decided 
onacompany, they didn't say ai^thingiA particular. 

C. Sasaki-san: I talked to myparenis before I decided. I also talked to them as I was trying 
tomakemyfinal choice. ^ 

Abe-san: My parents first opposed it, and told me to find a job. I told them about my dream 
and my plan and in the end they ^tproved of it. 

Did yoB viant yoar CQmpany? When? 

Y. KikucM-san: I didn'tvisitthe company. 

Chida-san: I went in the middle of September. I saw where clothes are cut out and where 
theyarecompleted. 

C. Kifa^chi-san. I didn'tvisitthe company. 

Kmuma-san: 1 went at the tune of the interview, but didn t go before I mi^de the decision on 
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which company 10 choose. 

" ' ' ~Y. Sasaid-san: I weni 01 the time of the exam and was ^own around the 
of personnel. 

M. KiJcQcht-san: I didn'tvisii the company. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I didn t visit the company. 

Asanuma-san: I went to the company at the beginning of September 

C. Sasaki-san: I was shown around the company after the entrance exam. 

Abe-san: I went to the sch :cl during the first semester of my senior year (April-July). 

Did yon stBdy for the ftttntkre cxtm? 

Y. KiJcuchi-san: Yes, I tried to anticipate what would be asked of me in the interview and 
practiced b eing able to answer. 

Chida-san: I thought of what might be asked on the interview and practiced being able to 

answer. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I practiced general knowledge hnd being able to answer interview questions. 
Niiiuma-san: I dici't do any studying. 

Y. Sasaki-san: I practiced general knowlet^ge and for the interview. I thought about what 
might armear on the test and practiced. 

M. Kikuchi-san: Ipracticedgeneralknowledgeandlortheinterview. 

K. KikucM-san: I looked at the pages we were given about how to take an interview. I tned 
■ practice for the interview by myself. 

Asanuma-san: I imagined what might be asked on the interview exam and formed my 
answers. 

C. Sasaki-san: I pFq>tred for the interview by practicing with teachers at school. They 
corrected me and I tried doing amock interview . 
Abe-san: I had no entrance test 

Y. KikucU-san: I took one entrance exam. 
Chida-san: I took one entrance exam 

C. Kikuchi-san: My first test was in Tokyo and the second in Kanagawa. I passed the 
second time. The second time the personnel man came to Miyamori to give me my entrance exam so I 
onlyintveledonce. 



Ninuma-san: I failed once at a company in Hanamaki. The second time I passed ai a 
company inTooco. 

Y. Sasaki-san: I failed once and succeeded on my second aaempt. 

M. Kikuchi-san: I took three tests. Each time I had to go to Tokyo. On the third try I 
succeeded. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I took one entrance exam 

Asanuma-san: I took one entrance exam 

C. Sasaki-san: I failed once. The first time I failed in my \ry for a compimy in Tokyo The 
tcs: was given in Hachinohe (Iwaie Prefecture) The second time I went to T okyo and passed 
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. . -Abe-saa: I didn't have any efliraiicee3U^.m. 

Whmt was the coMcm of j^^^ ent rance exm? 

Y. Kikuchi-saii: IJuulaainrerviewflfldanlQcesL The ^'jitaview was difficult for me. 

Quda-sao: I had an iaterview, a composiuon and a general knowledge test. The general 
knowledge eiam was the most difficulL 

C. KilCQchi-san: I had only an interview. I was asked quesuons and felt I didn't answer 
properly and in that way I ionnd it difficult. 

Isfinaaa-san: I cnly had an interview. Iwasnervousinanswcring and felt bad afterward. 

Y. Sasaki-san: I had a general knowledge test, a composition and an interview. The 
interview was difBcult because I felt I couldn't ^ilequately express what I was thinking . 

M. Kikuchi-san: I only had ar ' -^terview, and it was difilcult because I felt I couldn't answer 

weU. 

K. KikucM-san: I had a general knowledge test, a composition, an IQ test and interview 
The interview was the most difficult because I couldn't answer quickly with proper language. 

Asanuma-san: I had an interview and a composition. The interview was difficult because I 
was nervous and couldin't answer property. 

C. Sasaki-san: I only had an interview, but I felt I didn't answer well. 

Abe-san: The specialized school had no entrance exam. 

How do yom feel rif lit mow nst yo» loot at the job yom fe about to begin? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: lam uneasy. IwiUbegdngtoTokyoandwonderif I willbeablerodoihe 
job I am asked to do. 

Chida-san: I will be living in a dorm , away from my family and am a bit concerned . 

C. Kikuchi-san: When I go to live in Kanagawa there will be no one I tno's lo talk to so I am 
worried. I am tiiv wuiticu ttuOui wh^hcT uruut I iTul u6 able to uiake frieiids. 

Ninuma-san: I am worried about personal relations. I will not be with my classmates, but 
will be with^superiors so I must learn to use polite language . 

Y. Sasaki-san: I will be in a dorm and there will be no one I know near me. I wonder if I 
will be able to make friends with the people there. 

M. Kikuchi-san: lam worried aboutwhether or not I will make friends. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I will become a full fledged member of society and wonder if I will be able 
to do my job properly. 

Asanuma-san: I will be going to wori everyday and won't have the life of a student. 

C, Sasaki-san: My biggest worry is that I will be in a dorm and wonder if I will be able to get 
along with the people who live there. In terms of work, I am not confident that I will be able to do 
what is asked of me 

Abe-san: i am going to Nagoya where I know no one. Although I have family in Nagoya, I 
will not know anyone at the school and I wonder if I will be able to get along with everyone. 

What exactly will jm be doing t yonr company? What will he the coflteac of 
your job? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I will work at a company that produces bread I don't know exactly what I 
will be doing. 
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Chida-sao: IwiUbeworiiingmagminejitproducijigcompany. 

C. Kikuchi-safl: The company pmducej food, but I don't know exactly what I wiU 

Ninuma-san: I will be making children's cloches. 

Y. Sasaki -san: The company makes stockings, panry hose and socks My job will have 
something to do with making stockings. 

M. Kikuchi-san: I will be making food. When I get to the job I will be told exactly what I 
will be doing. 

K. Kiirachi-san: I don't know exactly what I will be doing at the supennarket Markoo, but I 
think I will be involved in sales. 

Asanuma-san: 1 will be working in a beauty parlor but don't know exactly what I will be 

doing. 

C. Sasaki-san: I will probably be making boxes and things like that at the priming company > 

Abe-san: I will be learning how to cut dog hair and all aspects of animal grooming . 

Do yon feel your mem fob will htrmomze with your pcfSOMliiy? 

Y. Kikuchi^san: I liked the job and chose it so I feel it will be good for me. 

Chida-san: I think it will be a good job for me. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I don't know if it will be a good job for me. 

Ninuma-san: I don't know if it will be a good job for me. 

Y. Sasaki'San: Idon'tknowifiiwillbeagood job forme. 

M. Kiicuchi-san: I looked at the company pamphlet and decided the job was one I would like 
to do, so I think it will be good for me. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I like sales and so I think it will be a good job for me. 

Asanuma-san: I think it will be a good job for me because it is what I have been waniing lo 
do for a long time. 

C. Sasaki-san: I think it will be a good job for me. 

Abe-san: It was my dream to go to this school so I think it will be fit for me- 

Will you have • ti^tnitiy period tfter you entef your company? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I believe there will be training, but I don't know for how long 

Chida-san: I will enter in April and have training, but I don't know for how iong. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I yhtulf there will be training but don't know when. 

Ninuma-san: I don't know. 

Y. Sasaki-san: I don't know. 

M. Kikuchi-san: I think there will be training, but I dont know for how long 

K. Kikuchi-san: I think there will be training, but I don't know for how long 

Asanuma-san: I think there will be training, but I don't know for how long. 

C. Sasaki-san: Therewillbe3 months of training. 

Abe-san: It is a school so I will be training. 

What do von need to be mwmre of once yon sUfi vocr jobs? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I must be careful of my language. 

Chida-san: I must be careful of my use of language. 

C Kikuchi-san: I must be careful of my use of language 
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Ninuma-san: I don't wam to use bad language. 1 will also be malcing many mistakes because 
itismylifstjob- 

Y. Sasaki-san: I must berespeccful to my superiors ar work. 

M. Kikuchi-san: I will be working with people older than me so I must be careful of my use 
of language and I am sure that I will be reprimanded for my mistakes. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I must be careful of my use of language with those older than me and with 
customers. 

Asanuma-san: The job is one dealing with people and customers so 1 must be careful of my 
language. 

C. SasaJd-saa: I must be careful ofmy use of language. I will be in a dormitory so there will 
be other things to be aware of. 

Abe-san: I don't think I will have to worry so much. 
How will yoir lives chmg e wktn yon get jobs? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: It will be different from school because I will have specific times I must be at 

worL 

Chida san: I mnst learn to live on my own including managing my own money. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I will be Uving in a dormitory so I must learn to live within my salary. Many 
rescncdotts will be placed on me. I willliveamoreseriouslife than before. 

>Gnuma-san: IwiUbelivingwithinrescriccionsindudingthoseonmyuseoftime 

Y. Sasaki-san: I will be working on shifts and will have to work at night. Up to now I was 
a student and work time was limited to daylight hours. 

M. Kikuchi-san: Duhng school life I listened looiners and did what tf.^y did. After this.! 
will be a member of society and have to decide my life myself. 

K. Kikuchi-san: Up to now I had plenty of tree time and depended on others indulgence. 
From now on I will have to be responsible for myself and cannotlive blindly. 

Asanuma-san: When I was In school, I could come lace and no one would be angry. When I 
«7ork, I will hiKve to keep to a time scheonle. 

C. Sasaki-san: I will have tcuetennine how to use my salary and thai will be difficuli. 

Abe-san: I will be doing a part time job in a pet shop as I go to school and will be much 
busier than I was as a student 

How ^oflf do yoi Hunk it will Uke yoB to settle in to yov jobs? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I feel it will take r^e about 1 year^to settle in. 

Chida-san: I feel it will take me about 1 year to settle in. 

C. Kikuchi-san: 1 fed it will take me about 1 year to settle in. 

Mnuma-san' Unless I try doing the job , I won't be able to tell. 

Y. Sasaki-san: Ifeditwilltakemeatleasti yearto settle in. 

M. Kikuchi-san- Ifeelitwilltakemeabout 1 year to settle in. 

K . Kikuchi-san: I feel it will take me at least 1 year to settle in. 

Asanuma-san: I feel it will txike me about 2 years to settle in. 

C. Sasalfi-san: I feel it will taice me about 1 year to settle in 

Abe-san: 1 feel it will take me about 3 to 6 months to settle in to school 
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. . . -What will you do with the tMltry yom receive? 

Y. IGJcuchi-san: I will save and spend mon^y on living. 

Chida-saa: I will spend money on living and eating and save about half of the salary. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I will save some money and spend Use rest on buying what I want. 

Ninuma-san: I will save some money and give some money lo my parenis. 

Y. Sasalci'San: I will spend money on living and save some. If money remaiiis I would like 
to give some to my parenis. 

M. Kikochi-san: I will spend money on living and save half. When I have some money 
saved , I would like to give some to my parents. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I will spend money on life, give some to my parenis and save the rest. 

Asanuma*sao: I will spend money on living and save as much as I can. 

C. Sasaki'San: I will be thrifty and save as much as possible. 

Abe-san: I wiU pay for one third of the cmtion with the money I earn at my part time job. I 
w^il be living off my parents for a year so I would like to begin paying for my own apartment as soon 
as^>ossible. 

If yom are not livinf at komt. do y o" thlalr it will be particularly expensive? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: Iwillbavetopayadormitoryfeesotbatwili cost memoney every month. 
Chida:SaA: I will be going out with friends on holidays so it will cost me money. 
C. Kikochi-san: Thedormitoryieeswillbedeductedfrommysalary. 
hSnuma^san: I will live at home. 

Y. Sasaki-sam The dormiiofyfees will be deducted from my salary. 

M. Kikuchi-san: The dormitory fees will be deducted from my salary, hut they are not so 

large. 

K. Kikuchi san: I will live at home. 

Asanuma-san: The dormitory fees will be deducted from my salary and 1 will have lo pay Tor 
anything I n^ by myself. 

C. Sasaki^san: The dormitory fees will be deducted from my salary. 

Abc-san: I will have to try to help pay for my fees out of my part time job. 

How aiacli will yoT iMidal salary com^ to? Will yop get a boMS? At what 
rate will y oif lalary increase? 

Y. Kikuchi-san! I don't know. 

Chida-san; I will get ¥85,000 starting salary. I don't know about bonus, but the salary will 
increase by Y8.000 per year. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I will get about ¥80.000 per month. The bonus will be 2 times a year and I 
will receive 2 months each time. I don't know about increases 

Ninuma-san: I don't know. 

Y. Sasaki-san: I will get a little more than ¥80,U00 per month. My bonuses won't be so 
larje ,1.5 months twice a year. I dor 't know about increases 

M. Kiktlchi-san: I will get about ¥80,000 per month. I don> know about bonuses or 
increases. 

K. Kikuchi-san: I will get about ¥80.000 per month I will get two bonuses per year bui I 
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don' t remember a^. wbat rme nor do I remember about mcreoses. 

. . J^sanuma-san: I will get about ¥80,000 per monih. My bonuses will be twice a year, but I 
iCAOw no more. 

C. Sasaid-san: I will get about ¥80,000 per month, but know no more. 
Abe-san: No connection. 

Do yoi thiak yoi will be able to live iadepciidefltly j^^r n^r^ntKJ 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I would like to work for a long time. I want to live in Tokyo but will 
evencuallyiaumfaometolwaie. 

Chida-san: I must live in a dormitory for two years , but I can rent an s^iartment after that. 

C. Kikucbi-san: I will live in Kanagawa, but wlien I have finished working I will i^rum 
hometolwate. 

>finuma*san: I will be in Toono and plan to stay with my parents. 
Y. Sasaki*san: I will be away from my parents wMe I work and I would like to continue 
living on my own. 

M. KikudU'San: I will live aw^from my parents and would like to remain independent. 

K. Kikudn-san: I will st^ at bame with my parents. 

Asanuma*san: Iwill be living inMofioka but will eventually retumhome. 

C. Sasaki-san: W en I finish my job, I will return borne to live with my pi^rems. 

Abe-san: I eipecttbat wfaeni bavelimsbed schooling, I will find a job and continue to live in 
Nagoya so I will probably live independently of my parents. 

Do jom wf flt to luy im the coapajiy yoi bave cbosem Mtil yoa retife? How 
lojt g do yoa plaa to sta atyoar fim job? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: Idon'tknow, buti wouldliketoworkaslong aspossible. 

Quda-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

Mnuma-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

Y. Sasaki-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

M. Kikuchi-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

K. KikucM-san: At the least I would like to work 3 years. 

Asanuma-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

C. Sasaki-san: I would like to work as long as possible. 

Abe-san: Once I get a job, I would like to work as long as possible. 

}n ^ tip e What do yoa thimk ypq wi& be doiag ? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I will be doing my job anc* have shl^)ed up. 

Chida-san: I would like to keep doing the job I have chosen. 

C. Kikuchi-san: I don't really know. 

Nmuma-san: I have no idea. 

Y. Sasaki*san: I may well be doing the same job or may have quit. 
M. Kikuchi-san: I might be doing the same job or another. 
K. Kiku^-san: I might be married. 
Asanuma-san: If the job is interesting, I will still be doing it 
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C. Sasaki-san: If I have returned home I wdJ be married. If I am scdl in Tok)^o I will 
'probably be working. 

Abe-san: I would like to own my own pec store. 

At what tgc woold yoi like to get aarricd? 

Y. Kikuchi-san: I would like to get married between the ages of 25 and 30. 

Chida-san: I would like toget married around the age of 25. 

C. Kikuchi*san: I would like to get married between the ages of 25 and 30. 

hGnuma-san: I would like to gft married between the ages of 23 and 25. 

Y. Sasaki-san: (Had to leave the room) 

M. Kikuchi-san: I haven't thought about iL 

K. Kikuchi-san: I would like to get married at the age of 25 but it may take me until I am 30. ^ 

Asanuma-san: I would like to get married by the time I am 25. 

C. Sasaki-san: I would like to get married by the time I am 23. 

Abe-san: I would like to get married between the ages of 25 and 26. 

What will yo» be do ^fy you arc 31 or 32 years old? A job? ^jacrests? 

Y. Kikudu-san I will be married and raising afanuly. 

Onda-san: Ithinklwillbewoddng. 

C. Kikudn-san: I will bemnrried butdoing another job. 

>&numa-san: I will be married and be housewife. 

Y. Sasaki-san: (Had to leave the room) 

M. Kikuchi-san: I may well be married but probably notworking. 

K. Kikudn-san: I will be married and keepLug house. 

Asanusi^-san: I wii! be still woddng. 

C. Sasaki-san: If I get married when I am 23 , 1 will have dnldren and be brsy raising them. 
Abe-san: Iwill be married ^nd still working. 
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